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De Charette 
tours region 

FRENCH Foreign Minis ter 
Her\’e de Charette was due 
in Cairo Wednesday ni ght 
for talks with PiWident 
Hosni Mubarak on efforts 
to revive the stalled Mid- 
dle East peace process. 
This \isit will be the last 
leg of de Charette's tour of 
the re^on, which includ^ 
stops m Syria, Lebanon, 
Jordan. Gaza and IsraeL 
During his taii« uith Pal- 
estinian leader Yasser Ar- 
afat on Tuesday, the As- 
sociated Press reported that 
de Charette said that Israel 
should honour its pledge to 
withdraw fonn Hebron, 
and added ' that France's 
policy' on dealing with Ori' 
ent House, the PLO's 
headquarters in East Je- 
rusalem. has not changed 
De Charette decid^ at' the 
last minute lo meet widi 
Arafat at the French Con- 
sulate. but the minister sen t 
his aides and advisors to 
Orient House for other 
t^ks. 

While in Israel, de Char- 
ette held talks widi Israeli 
Prime Minister Binyamin 
Netanyahu and Foreign 
Minister David Levy. 

Bibi gesture 

IN WHAT was viewed as 
a friendly gesture toward 
Egypt Imeli Prime Min- 
ister Binyamin Netanyahu 
attended a recepdon ^ven 
by Mohamed Bassioimi, 
the Egyptian ami»»ador 
to Israel, on Tuesday night 
to commemorate the 44th 
anniversary of the Egyp- 
tian revolutioiL 
Israel Radio broadcast re- 
marks made by Netany^u 
at the recepdon praising 
Egypt's role in foe Middle 
East peace process. Ftumer 
Premier Shimon Peres was 
among some 5,000 per- 
sons, mostly Israelis and 
Palestmians. who attended 
foe reception. 

Bill blasted 

J.\PANESE and European 
Union (EU) ofBcuds said a 
US bill to punish forei^ 
companies that invest in 
Libya and Iran could 
threaten global trade since 
extraterritorial legislation 
was not accqitable under 
iatemational law. 

The US House of Repre- 
sentatives approved and 
sent to the White House on 
Tuesday a bill to listen 
sanctions against Iran tmd 
Libya, which Washingttxn 
says are sponsors of terror- 
ism. The bill, which had 
been passed by the Senate, 
would punish foreign Gims 
that invest in oil and gas 
projects, in foe two states, 
in future. The WUte 
House said h was studying 
foe bill to decide whether 
President Clinton shonld 
sign it 

Rowing hope 

EGYPTIAN rower Ali 11^ 
T^iim has made it to foe 
semifinals of foe sldff — 
single oarsman — compe ti - 
tioQ in foe Atlanta Olym- 
pics. He entered foe pre- 
liminary beats as one of 20 
oarsmen on Sunday and 
came third in his group. 
The first-placed rowers in 
each group automatically 
qualifi^ for the semi- 
finals. 

Ibrahim came second m 
bis group and enters to- 
day's semifuials with the 
ofoer first- and second- 
placed rowers from the 
second round. If Ibrahim 
takes one of the top three 
places in his group he will 
be in with a chance of a 
medal in Saturday's finals. 
The 20-year-old Egyptian 
started rowing four years 
ago. (see p. 13) 
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mission 

President Hosni Mubarak is going to Washington this weekend primarily 
to seek an effective US commitment to reactivating the peace process. He 
is undertaking the mission on behalf of ail Arabs. Nevina Khalil reports 


Cqjping several wedcs of mtsoave efforts to p r q >are 
foe grouiid for a iesunq)tion of the stalled MidtUe East 
pe^ process. President Hosoi Mifoarak navels to foe 
United States tins w eek end for crucial talks with Pres- 
idemBillClmtai. 

“The Middle East today faces a difficult crossroads," 
Miiberak said in a speech mflikmg die 44fo amdverssty 
oftbeEgj^ptCTjeralutioD. Heqmkewifoang'eonhb 
npenrnmg visit to foc United Sta^ generally ac- 
knowledged as a catalyst and the prime mover **«>«**«* 
Arab-Isra^ peace talks. 

It will be foe foutfo rneeting bet w een Mtibaiak and 
Clinton since foe American leader took office nearly 
fouryMTS^. 

ForeigD Kfinister Amr Moussa, speaking to r qydrte i s 
m the eve of Ins dq»rture for Washington to grep ye 
for Mubarak's visit, left no doubt about foe mqor aim 
of the president's talks with CTmton. 

Citi^ the close lelaiioDS Washington has wifo both 
Anbs ^ Israelis, Moussa said: **The American role is 
needed today more than ever before.” He said that Mu- 
barak will he' ^Making in his cqtad^ not only as pres- 
ident of E^ypt hot also as chain^ of the Arab summit 
held in ^uo last mondL 

Moussa said he expected, differences of Ofunion to 
arise wifo the American side fomng the talks. *'We are 
not talkmg about carbon copy [views],” he said, bia fois 
did not mean diat.^reemeQt cmild not be reacb^ In re- 
ply to a question by Al-Ahram Wedtfy, Moussa said: 
‘Treocciqjatiaa wifo ^ piesideiitial dectioos should 
not obstruct dre American role now. A cpmitiy like the 
United States has to act regardless of elections. The 
worid cannot wait, and peace cannot wait too.” 

In addition to die peace process, Mubarak's talks with 
Clinton, cabinet ministers and members of the two 
bouses of foe US Congress will cover otber Middle East 
problems, bilateral lotions, notably Egypt's econcanic 
refoim { HOg ramm e and US cooperation m this regard as 
wen as foe Middle East and North Afixra economic 
summit to be held in Caito next November. 

Mubarak is also ejqiected to jbm US Vicc-Prcsidenl 
A1 Gore in laesKfii^ over a meeting of foe joint ITes- 
idential Council, an advisory body of Egyptian and 
American officials and busmessmen woddng wifoin foe 
fraiDireroik of foe US-£gyptian Partnership Agreement. 

Hm NGddle East peace pitx^ had in recent moodis 
an but ground to a halt follovring a series of blows that 
die Hamas^Iihad bombmgs in Td Aviv and Je- 
lusalettt, foe punitive dosure of foe West Bank and 
fiwTii, the l!eq»e|i nnabnight pn T.dy»niwi and foe Qana 
massacre, all wUch climaxed in foe June eteetion of 
Likud's Netanydni, an extreme rig^-winger, as Israeli 

pfiftift fliiDxstcr* 

Hie situation was a^ravated by a series of statements 
Netanj^n made in Israel and during a US visit re- 
flecting an intrmagent position that a pp e are d to chal- 
lenge foe tenrwt of re ference for Middle East peace talks 


laid down at foe Madrid peace conferenc. 

Mubarak acted qiric^. He convened the Cairo Arab 
Summit to secure a Arab position, to affirm the 
Arabs' commilmem to peace and to vfsn Israel of foe 
possible consequences of any renegmg on ibe Madrid 
commitments. Mubai^ also had bilateral aOcs whh 
various Arab leaders and rounded out his consultations 
wifoameetixigon ISJuiyinCairowifoNetaiiyabu. 

Mubarak commented on his talks wifo Netanyahu in 
an interview wifo The Washut^on Post published on 
Tuesd^. Mubarak Mid; **I told him 'Lot^ if you are 
going to look for secivi^ first, you will get nowhere 
and tenorism will centinue'... I had the im pr ession be 
understood tiiat 

In foe light of the talks wifo Netanyahu. Mubarak said 
he expected progress in foe Middle East peace process 
by the end cf tins year. He also told the newspaper be 
assured Netan^u that Egypt wtHild help him but 
only if he belied ^ taking concrete and tangible steps 
tovnnds a setdemenL 

The president said that when he met wifo Palestinian 
leads* Yasser Aiafet last Saturday he found him scep- 
ticsl about his ability to deal wifo Netimyahu. Mubar^ 
ad^ that he was able to diqiel some of Arafat's 
doubts but foe Palestinians need to see "something tan- 
^ble on the ground”. 

“The most inqxnt^ result of Netanyahu's visit was 
his declared cranmitment to foe Madrid conference 
fiamewodc and its basic prindq>les,” Moussa said in his 
lemaiks on the eve of his Washington trip. **If this 
[emranittnent] is coupled wifo the political vrtD to move 
ftvward in accordance wifo foe agreed principles in the 
fiamewoik of foe peace fuocess, one can assume that 
foexe will be progress.” 

US officials are on record as suj^rting the land-fbr- 
peace formula, favouring the inclusioa of East Je- 
lusalem in final-statns negotiations and acknowledgiag 
that laaeli settlements in occiqried Arab temtodes are 
an obstacle to peace. Mubarak is expected to c^ialise 
on this declmi^ American positiem to urge Clinton to 
use US mflueoce to get Israel to go along. 

Ossama EI-Baz, Mubarak's chief political advisor, 
said he did not expect an outri^t reversal of the Israeli 
posttioD, but he noted that, during his talkg in Cairo, 
"Netanyahu put foe equation of peace and security in 
its ri^ perspective and his view on tins issue be- 
came very close to ours.” He explained that Ne- 
tanyahu "understands very well that peace leads to se- 
curity, but he also said tiiat for peace to be achieved it 
needs security.” 

This echoed Mubarak's disclosure in bis revohidon 
anniveisaiy speech that talks wifo the Israeli prime 
mini-uer shoii^ tiiat Netanyahu "underatood die ne- 
cessity of dealing with the Ai^ side as an equal partner 
whose imerests should be served on an equal footii^ 
with Israel's interests... and that the inqioilance of se- 
curity lies in its being ensured for all sides.” 


PNA cautiously optimistic 

Palestinians reacted cautiously to the first high-level Palestinian-lsraeii contact un- 
der Netanyahu. Most feel it's too early to judge, writes Tarek Hassan from Gaza 


“IN THE N.AME OF THE PEOPLE 
the Suez Canal Company riiall be na- 
tionalised". The historic words were 
uttered in Mansbiya Square in Alex- 
andria 40 years ago. 

Few other e\*eDts in the 44 years 
since die July Revolution have so 


As Palestinian President Yasser Arafet 
met wifo Israeli Foreign Minister David 
Levy in fisM fois Tuesday, the relief of 
foe 10,000 Palestinian workers allowed 
into Israel after recehring work peonits 
was offeet by the disillusionment of 
around 50,000 others who are stiQ wait- 
ing in a state of limba 
Many Palestinian politicians did not 
lend much weigfu to the first high*level 
nf'Mmg e since right-winger Binyamin 
Netanyahu woo the 29 May Israeli elec- 
tions. For tb^ it is too soon to judge 
whether Netanyahu’s government has tak- 
en the first Step tovrards improviim re- 
lations wifo ^ Palestinians and fulmiing 
their national aspirations. 

In the words of Minister of Flannmg 
and Ifoemarionai Cooperation Nabfl 
gtiaarii, “The measures conceriiing the 
Palestinian workers are limired so far. 
They are in line wifo the Likud ideology. 
They are not a breakthrough in the nego- 
tiation process between foe Palestinian 
and IsraeL Unlike Labour, Likud is not in 
favour of separating foe Palestinian ter- 
ritories from Israel” 

Said Al-Mudalal, the PalestimaD Na- 
tional Aufoodty's official reroonsible for 
labour afifei^ said that "Israd issues per- 
mits to manied Palestinians over 30. 
Around 30,000 woikera fltifU these condi- 
tions, while the chnees are limited for 
the other Palestinian workers who under 
present dreumstances cannot find' work 
in the West Bank and Gaza. 

Palestiniaa dedsion-makets are' in 
agreemoit that Likud is exploiting the 
wenkers' card to cover foe lade of 
progress on foe polilieal front 
Al-Tayeb Abdel-Rahim, secretary- 

f eneral of foe Palestinian Presidency, w- 
eves that Israel is continuing to obstruct 
tiie growth of an independent Palestinian 
economy, thus adversely afiheting Pal- 
estinian trade relatitms with other coun- 
tries. 

Although foe Anfat-Levy meeti^ 
whidi took place amid ti^it Palestmian 
security, did not produce azty concrete 
suhs, some Palotinians. e^qpres s ed their 
sarisfection tiiat a meeting of tins nanzre 
had twkwi place. Netutyahu's hardline Li- 
kud Party had for yean demoois^ Azafet 


as a m ur der er and denounced those hold- 
ing titiks whh htm. including former 
Pmne Nfinister Shimon Peres. 

In a press conference following the 
meeting, Arafat told rqxMters: “We de- 
cided to fonnalise our relations and to 
create the proper frameworks for ex- 
aanoing the issues and advancing them... 
We have agr^ that these contacts will 
continue at all levels.” A PLO official re- 
marked on tte *immedi8te chemistry" be- 
tween Arafat and Levy. 

Abdel-Rahim said foat the meeting in- 
dicated “bners recognition of foe PNA 
and that tiie right-wing Israeli govern- 
ment has no alternative but to recognise 
and negotiate with the Authority”. 

Reuters quoted Israel’s lea^g peace 
movemeot. Peace Now, as saying tiut the 
meeting was “an important step for peace 
and security — a st^ that erased tens of 
years of Likud Party disregard for the 
Palestinian people, hs re presen tatives and 
Icgitunate rights.” 

PNA Local Government Minister Sacb 
Erekat, who acconqianied Arafet, was 
quoted by news agencies as saying that 
*%e meeting was a serious attempt to put 
the peace proce» back on track." Erekat 
said progt^ bad been made on a number 
of among a long-delayed Is- 

raeli troop wifodrawal from part of the 
West Bank town of Hebron, freeing a 
Palestinian woman prisoner, and foe im- 
minent resumption of talks of a crucial 
ovczall Isia^-PLO steering committee 
tlmt last met five mon^ ago. 

While certain Palestinian elements re- 
gard foe Ara^-Levy contact as an ex- 
pkxatoiy meeting tiiat pave the way 
for forfoer tallfc^ Ndnl Abu Redinah, Ar- 
afet*s political ^visor, cantioned a^unst 
undue optimism. “We would like this 
meeting to be followed by a Arafet- 
Netany^ meeting,” he said. 

Palestinian sources revealed foat Arafet 
had urged the Israeli goveinment to fulfil 
its ixomiaes during Tuesday's 90-mizmte 
CTelwnge. Chief among th^ are com- 
menemg work oo a safe passage to allow 
Falesti&ns m and out of tiie West Bank 
and Gaza, releasing Falestinian detainees 
in Israeli prisons and further easing the 
closures in foe self-rule areas. It is re- 


ported that Arafet also expressed his hope 
that Israel would carry out the remaining 
elements of foe autonomy agreement, in- 
cluding partial withdrawal from Hebroa 
and foe resumption of final satus talks. 

The Israelis, on the other han^ took 
care to remiiKl Arafet that, having been in 
power for only a month and a half, foe 
new goveinment was still studying foe 
situation regarding relations with foe 
PNA. The government believes that it has 
inherited a security problem from foe for- 
mer Labour-led government, and must 
first find a solution to this problem. If 
such a problem had not already existed, 
questimied one Israeli official, why did 
Peres’s government halt its redeployment 
process in Hebron? 

Press reports noted that the issue of Je- 
rusalem was conspicuously absent In the 
Arafet-Levy meeting. PLO officials were 
quoted by agencies as saying tiiat Levy 
^d refined from direct references to 
PLO activities in the city, and Arafet 
avoided calling for an end to Jewish set- 
tlements in the area. 

All in all, the Arafet-Levy meeting 
came too e^y to inspire much con- 
fidence in Netanyahu's government 
among Palestinians. The overriding Pal- 
estinian sentiment at the moment is that 
foe outstanding issues uill be cautiously 
and slf^ly addressed by Netanyahu's 
goveimnent 

Agencies reported foat Levy asked Ar- 
afat to take a message to Syria saying be 
is ready to hold top-level talks, in the first 
overture of this nature to Syria by foe 
new ri^t-w^ govemmenL According 
to an Israeli official quoted in foe Je- 
rusalem Post, Levy told Arafim “Tell the 
Syrian foreign minister that his country's 
conduct up till now has not advanced 
peace... So perhaps foe [Syrians] should 
do something and go for open di^ogue. I 
am willing to meet him anywhere and 
anytime.” 

Arafet is due to travel to Syria today for 
tbe first time in three years for tallfg wnb 
Pr^drat Hafez Al-Assad in an attempt 
to heal tite rifr caused by the 1993 PLO- 
Israeli Oslo agreement Earlier contact 
had been made between Assad and Arafat 
at the Cairo Arab Summit last month. 
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Battle 

at the Bar 

The Bar Association continues to face problems with judicial se- 
questration as one of its custodians decides to resign following alleged 
transgressions by his counterparts. Amiia Howeldy Investigates 


P wtminent Islamist lawyer Mohamed Selim E3-Awwa, 
one of die three cusio£ans reqmnsible for ad- 
miniatemig jucficia] sequestiatioa at foe to Associa- 
tion, dropped a bombsl^ last week when he adwri to 
resign fiw his custodial dudes. Acceptmce of his res- 
ignation is condidoial on the court’s acceptance of his 
lawsuit altegiiig mali»acdce on foe part of foe other two 
custodians as his leasra for wising to relinquish his 
post 

EI-Awwa's acdon comes in the wake of a series of 
lawsuits and counter lawsuits filed hy rqxesentatives of 
foe assodation's strong opposing groiq)s of leifists and 
Islamists, who are battling for control of tte assocaa- 
don. 

In his plea to the court, El-Awwa accused foe other 
two custodiaas, Ahmed S-Khawaga, foe assodatkn's 
chaimian foe past 30 yean and Mdiamed El-Mahdi, 

chainnaD of foe syndicate's Giza branch, of ‘Moladng 
foe court’s ruling of judicial sequestration on foe mam 
syndicate extenfon^ didr aatfaraify to foe branch 
syndicates”, and of signing blank riieets dfpqter for foe 
tawyexs ufoo want to be a^Minted at foe 

branch synfoeates, fous giving them carte blanche to 
run the branches as they please. The case win be heard 
on 11 August 

The Bar Association — dominated for the past four 
years by the Muslim Brotherhood — was put under ju- 
dicial sequestration last April by the Ab& Court of 
Fixst Instance in response to a lawsuit filed l^ 14 law- 
yers who alleged fiiuncial irregularities by tte assoda- 
don’s Islamist-controlled council. Ihe court cited a re- 
port foe Central Auditing Agency showing that large 

sums of Bar Association money had been misspent and 
that the assodation's own auditing bo<^ had not q>- 
pUed relevant financial regulatioos. No rerord had bea 
kept of money allocated to pngrimages, and the syn- 
dicate’s final budgets for tbe years 1989to 199Sbadnot 
been submitted to die agency. 

According to B-Awwa, foe court's vexdict ”fbiced ju- 
dicial sequestration on the mam syndcate only anH did 
not rnedion the bnmdi eradicates at alT. Ifowever, he 
claims that El-Khawaga and H-Mtefodi ^^namged to 
wrest a minislrial decree fiom foe tninisiier of justice’s as- 
sistant fordngjudicid sequestFatkn on the teandi syd- 
mealed. Such a move, be added, was illegal *T)ecause 
foe ministiy is an adtninistrative, rather than judicial aur 
diority, and therefore caimot issue such dectSKOS.” 

Meanwhile, representatives of the local Chico, Alex- 
andria and ^Msh diaqrtezs of the association have 
filed lawsuite contBStmg foe secpiestratfon. 


Despite bong a custoefian fir foe past three mogafos, 
B-Awwa said that he coly foscewered dte *ill|^al viola- 
tioDs” last wedc, wbm be saw H-Khawaga aiga a blank 
riieet of pner and give it to some lawyers. El-Awwa 
maintains that file actions of E14Chawag8 and El-Mahdi 
are aimed at increasing the mfiuenee of and-Tslanrigis 
like themselves witUn the syndicate. 

Hie 1992BarAsscieialionelectiaiis,iriiicfocesatedm 
an fwer whahTtfng victory fiv foe Muslim Bcofoeihood, 
who won mne out of foe coniicfl’s 24 seats, caused 
wide^lffead controvert within foe known 

as foe 'castle of fieedom'. 

Since foai, aftwiyitiowg and nmintw lu yi B ^arin ns have 
dommated niost of the assodation’s activities, espcutlly 
vriieie the I s lami sts are concealed. It was said flat the 
court's dedsion to ^ipoint El-Awwa as a custodian was 
fnaA» wifo the awn of plaftatfng the Talamigt fewrinn 
Nevofodess, a week later foe decision was contest 
by ckaens of Islamist lawytts, te mp or ar ily sospend i ng 
its nnplamairta Ci nn 

El-Kbawaga has denied all of El-Awwa’s all^aticas, 
describing foem as "pure nusandexstaidings’'. He told 
Al-Ahram IFeeil^*l^D 0 twiest 8 mmistd 8 ldecreeto 

was the lawyers who had caU^^^foc^^^KStration 
^rix> resorted to the Kfiitistxy of Justice to sera a bafliff 
to implarnent sequestiatioo oo foe branch ^yndicatea 1 
had nofoing to do with it” As fiv foe blank sheets, Q- 
Khawaga ^id that be had mei^ been *ttcx) busy” and, 
foerefbre, was saving time by agning blank sheets be- 
fore anything had bea written cnitbe^ 

El-Khawtga azj^ied that El-Awwa was aware of all 
die actiens taken 1^ foe eustofoans *hs he himself 
signed 90 per cent of tbe pqtecs and dteeptesT. 

El-Awwa, however, insists foat he, ^ the Bar As- 
sodatian's I^OOO lawyers, were *^leceived”. Ac- 
coidmg to Aitide 144 of foe Bar Association eod^ said 
^-Awwa, tile syndteate chaptea are totally in- 
dqieDdeiit of tbe main qindicatB and are not afSlialed to 
h administrative. *Tb ei eftre fining sequestration oo 
die biancfo sydnicates is ill^al and so is &Khawaga’s 
dedskn to fieeze all their assets.” 

As tile iQgal battle emtrifmBg, obsarvos bdieve that 
El-Awwa*s stand win mevftfo^ strengthen die Maniist 
trend in tbe sychdeate. El-Awwa, on the other hand, 
numititfnK that he barf **no ffligb foing in rntnd" when he 
decided to resign. Rather it was the Other canqi wfaktii 
was *^naiioeuvering” to inexease its mfluence and win 
more sqipoct for and-lslamists in tiie Bar Association 
electioos, scheduled fig 30 Septeofoer. 



PRESHMENT Hosni Mubarak delivered a sp ee ch on the occasion 
of the 44th anniwMry off the 23rd of duty Revolution. In his 
s peech , Mubarak said *Wie great Egyptian Revolution” had 
changed the face of life in Egypt and the Arab World, and led 
to radical changes In the history of the region. He stressed that 
our vocation as iUabs is to s treng U ie n our unity to gain just 
and comprehensive peace in the region. 


Government ban on FGM 

The Ministry of Health Issued a decree banning the practice of female genital mutilation in and out of all hospitals. Dina Ezzat reports 


Last week, an 11-year-oId gbl, bled to 
death ta a Cairo hospital after a boftdied fomale 
genital mutilation (FGM) operation was per- 
ftjrmcd on her \jy a ^age baiber. 

Police are investi^ting tiie incadent and tiie 
barber is likely to fece criminal charges for in- 
flicting physiem harm on foe girl. 

A days later, the Mimker of Heolfo and 
Family Plarming, Dr Ismail Sallam, issued a de- 
cree bamimg FGM in all hospitals. The decree 
also ^lecifi^ that midwives, doctors and nurses 
registered wifo the hfinistiy of Health must sbqi 
tbe ritual or f^e cghnioal efa^es. 

Sallam stated foat the decision puts an end to 
the p^hological and physical hem that young 
giris are forc^ to endure as a result of the rituaL 

A common belief in Egyptian soddy is that 
FGM checks a woman's sexualiQr and fous pre- 
vents pre-raiarital sex and promiscuity. 

Althou^ many Muslim and Qirikian clergy- 
men would say foat neither religion condoDcs die 
rituaL others believe it is obli^itory and encour- 
age thousands of families to street tiieir giris to 
foe practice. 

Tbe lato Grand Imam Gad El-Haq Ali Gad El- 
Haq — who passed away eariier tiiis year — 
publicly ninrarted tiie practice and suggested 
that Muslims rejecting it riiould be punished. 

To counter tiiis trend, Sallam requested the 
cooperation of clergymen, including the cuixent 
Imam of Al-Azhar mosque, Sayed Tan- 


lawL Tantawi had declared that tiiere is no def^ 
inrto evidence thac tiie practice d ardained tty Is- 
lam. 

*TTie decree has been enfbroed fiom the day it 
was made public,” said Dr Mushiia El-Shafe'i, 
director of the Rqnoductive H^tii Dqiartineiit 
at foe Ministry of Health and Fannly Plaiming. 

”We are not going to conqurmnse. This opera- 
tion has serious consequences and we are not go- 
ing to allow mranbeis of foe medical professirm 
to inactise she added. 

According^ to El-Shafe'i, mimstry officials 
**will make sore tiiat dm law is iroperiy en- 
fitroetT. She oqtlained, 'Hnty are going to visit 
the drffiaent ho^tals and cUmes to nuke sure 
that no doctors are violating tiie ministerial de- 
cree”. 

El-Shafe’i denied tint die dedaioo was solely 
pronqited by Sara’s deafo and affinned that h is 
based on an elaborate stu^ which examined 
medicaL religious and sodological petq te c tives. 

According to a recerrt rqport from the Egyptian 
Organisation fi>r Human R^bts, FGM — udiidi 
usi^jy involves clmpiiig die dhotis, bat on rare 
oeeysioffff can inclnde removal of all the out- 
er sexual organs — is perfonned daily on dxmt 
3,600 ghis between the ages of dght and 14. 

Some of these giris meet the same sad fete as 
Sara. In Fehroaty of last year, Amira, a 14tyear- 
old school gjri livtttg in ^ small village ofKafr 
Al-Tawila in the province of Daqahliya, died af- 


ter a licensed pediatrician sliced off her clitoris. 

Otiieis have to live with chronic health or psy- 
diologicaLproblenis. 

In ApriL a barber in a village jiear Assiut in 
southern Egypt was sentenced to a year in piis- 
(m fin earning setious and pennanent damage to 
a 9-year-old girl during a female genital mutila- 
tiem operation. 

The government previously tried to ban the 
tradition but failed. 

in Septerober 1994, former Roister of Family 
Plannmg and Welfere Dr Maher Mahran, draft- 
ed a bill to prohibit the practice, which he de- 
scribed as ”a bntdheiy tiiat damages tbe bealtii 
and lives of more titan half of all young girls”. 

Mabcan's comment was made as international 
attention fi)cused on tbe issue fellow^ a Cable 
News Network investigative report 

which showed a lune-y^-old girl fighting the 
cutting tools of a barber in one of Cairo's poorer 
neighbourhoods. The report was broadcast dur- 
ing the 1994 UN International Conference on 

Population F amil y P lanning jn CaizO. 

However, Mabian's bill never left his de^ 
And in November oftfae same year, former Min- 
istar of Healfo Dr Ali Abdel-Fattah, broke a 50- 
yeaMong bm by re-mtroducing the ritual to the 
ministzy's publte bo^tals and clinics. Abdel- 
Fattah's latfoiule was that bamung foe operation 
in ho^tals encouraged fem«i«es to take tiieir 
daughtm to baibeis and untiained nurses, fous 


increasing tiie healfo hazards of tiie tqwtatioa. 

But Doo-govemmeniai organisations (NGQs) 
rejected foe move as ‘'a ptomotion of the harm- 
ful ritual”. The Female Genital Mutilation 
Combat Task Force sou^t tbe assistance of 
both local and international organisations, ul- 
timately persuading Abdel-Fat^ to abrogate 
his decree in January of this year. 

But tiiis did not stop business from going on 
as usual. 

Women's rights activists are concerned that 
vrinle the recent ministerial decree officially 
and publicly denounces foe practice, they b^ 
lieve that since it does not ca^ tbe wei^ of a 
law, it still leaves room for FGM to thrive un- 
derground. 

Many believe that a law against FGM is still 
a remote and elusive possibfoty. According to 
Amina El-GuindL secretary-geoeral of the Na- 
tional Council for Motfaefoood and Childhood, 
atten^ to incorporate an article banning the 
practice in foe recently passed conqtr^eosive 
child code were abor^ because moa pailia- 
mentarims disapproved of the move. 

Awareness remains foe kty factor in tbe fi^t 
against foe ritual. Tbe FGM Combat Task 
Force is fbcusmg on enhancing health and re- 
ligious awareness to stop parents from forcing 
their girls to be mutilatecL But as membm of 
foe NGO admit, it will be years befbre (to 
country sees tiie last case of FGM. 


The Arabs 
are back 

This year is seeing a booming summer 
season for Arab tourists, which is good 
news for the tourist indusby after last 
year’s decline, writes Rehab S a ad 

Hoteliers say tint the number of tourists from Gulf Arab court- 
tries visiting Cairo tins year h^ increased by 70 cent over 
last year's figures. Cairo airport officials put tiie increase at a 
more modest 20 per cent, but tiieir figures were oonfiaed to 
that entry point only. The increase is good news for tiie tour ist 
indostiy and the Esfptian econonty in generaL 

I^ fft year the number of Arab visitors dropped dramraically, 
by between 30 to 70 pCT emt, accmdiiig to various estimates, 
as a roult oftfae vitriolic war of wonb.betw^ the Egyptiai 
on one and the Saudi and Kuwaiti press, os' the 
oOkt. The Egyptian media casqiai^ followed tire floggtng of 
an Egyptian dwtor in Saudi Arabia who had allied that a 
igfluHi headmaster had w-yiMlty abused ^ son, ^ tine sen- 
tence of hwprienmne nt m absentia in Cairo a 

Kuwaiti newspaper editor. 

But last year’s f ur ore has died down, and, acctxding to 
Gen. Mcfoamed Ta*i^ bead of security at Cano aiipoit; *The 
number of Arab tourists this year constitates 40 per cent oftfae 
total tourist movement to Egypt In tiie first IS days of Jiity, 
Cairo aiipott received 40,000 Arabs, 15,0(XloftiiemSandi&” 

^ypt would always have a special place in Arab hearts, he 
assured, and ‘'political events are soon fingottea”. - 

Officials agree tiiat the Arab summit held in Cairo last montii 
was good prtsnotion for Eopt as an Arab trazrist destination. 
**This summit harf 8 big i^wmng on restoring tite Axab'Siar- 
k^” commented Maj. GeiL Said KameL head-of foe Fasqioits 
Dqiartznent at Cairo airport '’We are expecting more Arab 
toorists this year, especially now tiiat conflicts brtweeu differ- 
ent countries have bm foscussed and are bn tfaor any to be- 
ing settled. This atmos|foere of reconciliation tour- 

ism,” said Adel Abdel-Aziz, head of the Egyptian Tomist 
Authority. 

According to tiie statistics issued by the hfinisiiy of Tourism, 
foere were 10373 Sau£ toorists m Egypt in Jw this year, 
Biwnpar ed to 8,984 in June of last year. There were also more 
tourists from Arab countries outside the Gulf leg^oiL There 
were 1,199 Moroccans com pa red to 1,130 the yeai'before, 
4,428 Jordanians compared to 4391 and 13^3 Lebanese com- 
pared to 137 ^- 

The number of nij^ spent in Egypt by Arab tourists over 
the same period also increased: by 14.83 per cent in tiie case of 
foe Rahraini market (6318 ru^its qoinpared to 5,676 last 
year); Qataris ^)cnt 5,728 nights compared to 5,682 last year; 
and ciriTgns of the Ufoted Arab Emirates qpent I l,78fi lu^ts 
co mpar ed to 10,144. 

Hus iqisuige in business is keenly felt in Cairo's big hotels. ; 
"All tiie indications tiiis year prove that we’re toving a good 
We knew from our m ar k etin g trqis arid trade shoira . 
tint tills would be a better season than last year,” said Nabila 
■^amair, head of public relatimis at Semiramis IntercootmeiitaL 
The hoteL she added, is folly able to cater for the Arab market, 
with smgeis, nigfoclubs and restaurants to entertain guests. 

”We've gM a full house,” declared Nesrine Sadeq, public re- 
lations manager oftfae Cairo Sfaeratoo. ’’Six fanndied and sixty 
rooms and 113 suites are occiqiied, and there are people wait- 
ing for rooms to become available.” In fecL she add^ more 
acconmiodatioa was needed in Cairo, because "tiiere aren’t 
eooii^ rooms”. 

The Adas 7xma\A Hold also re po r ted an influx of Arab 
guests. ”&udis ttqi our list of viritm^ followed by Kuwaitis, 
Bafaraiuis, Qataris and other Arab natiomlities,” repotted Mah- 
er KatnaL foe fail’s salcs mana^. 

Those involved in the tourist mdostry mamtazn tint tbe no- 
tioD that Egypt is a natural holiday destination for Arabs, and . 
does not require ^ promotion, is outdated. 'These days there 
is strong comqtetitiOQ between different destinations to attract 
^ Arab market," said one tourist officiaL who asked that his 
name be witiibeld. 

Consequently, the Ministry of Tourism has launched a mii- 
lioD dollv advertising cam paign vfoicb began last year and is 
continuing tins summer. ‘Tte TV cam p aign targets Saudi Ara- 
bia, Kuwait, (}atar, Bahrain and United Arab Emirates. The ad- 
vertisements concentrate on vfoat attracts the Arab tourist 
tilings like Ffile cruises, theatres and cinemas," explained ETA 
head Abdel-Axiz. 

Accending to Abdcl-Aziz, Arab tourists are also attracted Ity 
events like tbe International Arab Song Fe^rvaL to be held at 
the end of tiiis month. "We arc inviting a large number of Arab 
television conqianies to cover ibis event, and of course it’s all 
good promotion for Egypt," he said. 

FaciUtating travel into foe country is anotiier aspect of pro- 
moting Egypt to Arab tourists. Here, too, tbs tourist indnlstiy 
has steps. "A nunfoer of charter fli^its are now oper- 
ating from the Arab countries duectiy to tiie tourist resorts,” 
said Abdel-Aziz. "We have a direct Ime from Kuwait to Uui^ 
^lada, and frmn Kuwait and Saudi Arabia to Luxor, as well as • 
a noniber of flights fiom Arab countries to Alexandria.” 

And, according to KameL foe rfosence strir^ent visa le- 
qurrements contributes to maldzig travel from tbe Arab states 
easy, and, tiioefi]^ attractive: "Entry visas are not required 
for some nationalities and for otiiers we are able to give six- 
monfo visas on die spot at the aixport. Hiis also qipUes to ser- 
vants travelling with the groiqis.” 


Arab front 

to fight normalisation 

Three pan-Arab professional unions are calling for a wide Arab front to 
stop all fbnns of normalisation of ties with Israel. Rana Allam reports 


Prisoners in 

the Egyptian-lsraeli package 

Egyptian officials have initiated efforts to pinpoint exactly the number of Egyptian citizens im- 
prisoned in Israel, reports Dina Ezzat. But, there is more to the issue than meets the eye 


Arab activists are plannii^ to set iqi a group to oppe^ nor- 
malisation between foe Arab world and IsraeL fri^iied by 
June’s Arab summit, Faiouq Abu Essa, secretazy^general of 
tiie Ar^ Lawyers’ Union, issued a call to all Arab ctvU in- 
stitutions and Mnions. Regional and international develcqi- 
meots, be said, bad it oecesaiy for Arab noor 
governmental bodies to unite to deal with the challenges and 
dangers they fiice. 

Of these, tbe growth of fbrei^ intervention in the region 
and tbe Isiaeli-American stiate^c alliance were the most se- 
rious. he said. In view of the stains of tbe Arab 

world and its lack of unity, it was necessary to move quick- 
ly to take advantage of the recondliatoiy atmosphere pec^ 
vading in tte wake of tfaesammiL 

It was mn<W; clear »tnr«ng tite gumtrrit tfiat Arab states 
would reconsider ^ steps tiiat had been taken towards txr- 
malisation if Israel reneged on its commitments. 

The Arab Lawyers' Union is joined by die Arabs Artists 
Union and the Arab Journalists' Union in tiirir call fix* an 
anti-normalisarioD movement 'Tn conjonctimi wifo last 
June's summit, we are preparing to bold a confisrence next 
November in Cairo," confirmed Wafaba, dntii^ 

man of the Arab Artists' Union «*nri a (xuminent writer. Hie 
anti-norraaiisation fr<^ be added, would back vp the sum- 
mit's decisions. 

As Artists’ Union ebainnan, Wahba had earlier a 
decision hannmg the normalising of relations wifo Israel in 
foe field of foe aits. He was bacl^ by 13 Arab gf*— In his 
view, Israel has merely been "fooling around with peac^, 
and matters ore now deteriorating. 

Salaheddin Hafez, secretary-general of the Arab Journal- 
ists’ Union and a senior poUd^ analj^ said closer 
Arab relations wifo Israel were “harmful to Arab interests". 
Even if governments were obliged to enter negotiations and 
sign official agreements wifo IsraeL this should not be a sig- 
nal for tbe peoples of tiiose countries to rush into non^- 
isatioD, he added. 

Egypt was tbe first Arab country to ago a peace treaty 
with IsraeL m 1979. But relations have never rally thawed 
to anytiimg more than a ’cold peace’. Hve years after tbe 
Camp David treaty was sigued, former Israeli Prime Min- 


ister V ttvhaif Shamir tf*"* TangT had paid a high price 
for peace and was "waiting fiir tbe Egypto people to give 
us real peace’’. Rrovisioas for noimalisatioa, consideFea by 
the laiaelis as ooe of the most imp ortant aqmxs of tiie peace 
treaty, were never leaily qiplied. In 1989, Shamir remarked 
that '^teace and ncamaUsatimi sts^ on papa, and die laadi 
Embe^ [in Egypt] remaiiis isomed.” 

According to Mohamed Faydc, se ci et ai y-geagal of tiie 
Arab Oigausatioa for Human Iti^ns, the dection of Bi- 
nyamin Netanyahu 1ms left Israel wifo a go v e mra eot even 
keener to adtieve noimalisBtion without ™»tri«g aiiy real 
ooncessioos towards peace. 

Those eoncenied -wiiSi establishing the anti-nomialisation 
front bdieve tiiat it is now vital to f(»n an Arab public ofrin- 
u» that cqqioses nonnalisation without tiie fim return of 
Arab limits. WaUia believes tint mstitatims of civil society 
are w^-plaeed to fulfil tills role. "Hiese non-govanmental 
organisations and anions are EDOTB aware of the politieal Ime 
ifaq tiie Arab people foould follow,” said Wahba. "These 
people can lake action and pot olmtaieles in the road to nor- 
malisation,” ogieed Hdmi ShasBamy, director of tiie Cairo- 
based Arab Researdi Centre and a member of tbe Popular 
Anti2ianist Movement Public wpnioti, he added, had been 
roused over for more mmor issues. "Now it is time to take 
actum ^ii^ nKumlisatioi wifo the Zionist enenty. A 
more patriotic cause.” 

Aocced^ to Hafe^ tiie co o fereoce will voice opposhioa 
tQ normalisation plans made on an official level bdween Is- 
lad and Arab gove rnm ents under the s ponsors ^ of tbe 
United States. For 17 years, Hafez said, the Egyptian pqople 
have fitced consecutive waves of biaiiiwashiiig and pifobc- 
hy for IsraeL Bin; of the Arab nations, Egypt had drate tbe 
least to achieve nonnalisatioo wifo the Israelis, "because 
they [Egyptians] realised instiiictivdy that tiieir int er es t s 
cladi” 

Aftitf fiwr wars wifo Israd, followed by tiie Camp David 
Peace Hnaty, the war for nonnalisation b ^m , opposed by 
most Egyptians, «‘<w‘riwimd H afrz . Egypt’s a t ti t ude, be main- 
tahwcLute emworaged raher Arab nations to resist doser 
ties with IsraeL but at tins stage, "an qrganised A^ move- 
ment is a necesrity to lead tii^wqr against normalisation.” 


Officials at the Egyptian Consulate in Israel 
have begun talcing steps to update their in- 
fonnadon on the num^ of Egyptians in Is- 
raeli jails, and the ehaigea^ for which they 
were incarcerated. 

While tbe Israeli Emba^ m Cairo pep 
the number of Egyptian prisoners in Israel at 
about 25, this figure is y^ to be verified. Ah- 
med KamaL the Egyptian consul to Israel, 
said that "We suspect there arc a few doMn , 
biiL.. not more than a hundred or so". A 
source at tire Miiusiry of Foreign Afluirs says 
be is aware of only eight. 

According to die source, who qxike on 
condition of anonymity, "These ore, te leasL 
the prisoners serving leo^y prison sen- 
tences.” 

“But of course, there are those who are ar- 
rested for a short period and released, or 
those wbo ore arrested and immediately de- 
ported," be added. 

A major inqiediinent to Egyptian govero- 
mem efforts to ke^ track of citizens trav- 
elling to Israel, said Kamal, "is that Egyp- 
tians who go to Israel do not follow the 
prqier procedure of registering wifo us [the 
Egyptian Consulate]. So, wc never really 
know bow many Egyptiw are in Israel.' 
Egyptian sources estimate that there arc 
about 3,000 Egyptian workers in Israel and 
no more than 20,000 who visit the country 

year. 

Whatever tbe figure, the number of Egyp- 
tians incarcerated in Israeli jails seems to be 
cm tbe upswing, mainly, said KamoL as a re- 
sult of an influx of Egj^an workers beading 
to Israel in search of job op poitu niries. 

"Most of foe prisoners are workers who en- 
tered Israe/ on a tourist visa and then decided 
to stay on and work. But «4ien tbe Israeli 
Ministry of LitiMur sends inspectors to fotet 


out illepi foreign labooceis, they are ar- 
rested," explained KamaL 

The increase is also due to Egyptians who 
enter Israel without the necessary visa. While 
Egyptians are pennitted to enter Eilat Without 
an entry visa, one must be procured should 
they opt to go elsewhere in tiie country. Fail- 
ure to do so results in arrest 

Drug trafficking and subveisioD are also 
am^ charges that have been levelled 
agai^ some Egyptians who wind up in Is- 
raeli jails. Those convicted of the latter crime 
are foe minority, said KamaL but are also foe 
ones serving the longest fxison terms. 

“Among tiiose ufoo have been serving 
lengthy terms behind bars in Israel is Mo- 
hamed Solciman Sawadca, wbo was dunged 
with anti-Israeli activities and given a life 
sentence," stated Kamal. Sawara’s health, 
however, is a source of concern for Egyptian 
officials. Consequentiy, one of tbe of 
the survey is to determine which prisoners 
are in poor healfo and, hopefully, arrange for 
a prisoner exchange wifo Israel 

"Sawarka tops this list” said Kamal. "He’s 
in poor healfo and knowing be would want to 
die ia_ Egypt we_ have asked the coucemed 
Egyptian-Isracii liaison channels to look into 
the matter and explore the possibilities." 

Tbe issue of Egyptian prisoners in Israeli 
jails continues to be a minor bone of conten- 
tioD between Cairo and Tel Aviv. "It is not a 
politicised problem, as su^" said Mohamed 
Abdel-Salam, a researeher at Al-Ahiw Cen- 
M for Strategic and Political Studies. "But it 
is Mmetbiog^ brou^t up eveiy once in a 
while. Both sides, however, deal wifo it apart 
from other sensitive issues sutfo as prisoners 
of war." 

Tbm are a few laaeli pTsoneis in Egyi^ 
tian jails as well. According to Lior Ben Dor, 


tbe Israeli Embassy’s press attach^ in Cairo,, 
"the number of Israeli prisoners in Egypt 
does not exceed four.” But Egyptian sources 
suggest that foe ruimber is closer to a dozteL . 

"fit either case, it's not an issue of number, 
but of political value,” said Abdel-Saiam. 
"Most of the Israeli prisoners in Egypt are 
convicted of espionage-related charges and 
therefore are of more value to their state than 
any Bedootn convicted of drug-trafficking.”- 
y^e under Egyptian law, infovidnals con- 
victed of espionage or drug trafficking may 
receive die death penalty, foe reaKty is some- - 
times different bom the lefties. 

"Tbe convicted Isaeli trafficker 

Youssef Tahhan, for exanqtie, was sentenced 
to death years ago, but has so far not been ex-', 
ecuted Ity Egypt because foe mveixunent. 
likes to use hi™ as a har ^iniTig cl^ with tiie. 
Isra^," stated Abdel-Salam. 

Diplomatic sources suggest that the dossier 
of Israeli pris on ers in Egypt cannot be. 
placed on a separate table fiom foose of ofo* 
er "affeus of mutual interest and concesi” 
between Cairo and Tel Aviv. Accwdnig to 
one source, Tt is not really separate from- 
the problem of prisoneis of war or espionage 
cases. It is part of a larger package of mu- 
tual interests where there is a great deal of 
give and t^.” 

Altfaou^ Egypt was the first Arab country 
to make peace wifo Israel, relations between' 
foe two countries have been frosty since ibe 
1979 treaty wgnnig. Hie Israeli press has of- 
ten descrim tiie leiatimts be t wm Csuco and 
Tel Aviv as a "cold peace”. Oa its part,. 
Egypt Ittys tite blame m the frigid relations 
at Israel's doastqi, arguing tint its occquh 
tiott of Arab sedraisly undermines any 
e fforts tt) thaw out gjp' s*i?E tenatwis between 
the two states. 
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launched 

vMaJPr plarihed lb AlrAzhar Mo^ue, the world's oldest centre for Islamic theology. Nevine Ei-Aref reports 


; Al-Asbair- is a ‘of; Fstiniid- Cairo. 

Built as dieitate^s^offidal.iB6squ^'h is. also 
«u«riBi*s- oldest add 
- - stituie of islaniiestudti^.i^ 

of religjoia sdiohisfram ^ ovaibeibtaQiic 
world: Horwever, tnniw^, .^drainage 
.natural erosion- and fiumaii. use. 
tiietf .tolf on .die fiumdaddn^ .walls and 
unmsoT^ci^’sftiiMiis.iiMs^^ ' 

‘ Anumstend i(lecree .drdei^.an vibaa pb^ 
n^ snufy, and restonddn bluqxnls 
dn^'u^ fa* both Al^Vdiar Mosque and'^’ 
anat suooundintf .'h :m. vt992J.aoea|drag ^tb ' 
. Fawzj'' El^Zeffi^ Jfufaniidsln^^, directqr .of 
. Al?Adaf. Ibwever. acdi^i>d/'te pl^ 
4day^'<;iiatil! 'tfais .ye^-\vribqn;/Moiijmied; 

■ to . 

; IUt 

vited die lug^ier oon^oiiltM of Ae r^onudon, 
— ’ prtgec^ rnnwrfiig of JAo omnstocB of.dH^qi^ , 
(bbniic' aktowmauf 

in&astnieture^ the c^ Caxto asA ihe - 

seoetaiyTgai^ of i&e^ of . 

Asdiquides ~(SCA) to a fflOetinff to 

•Awias decided '■ 



- began woric inmiediaiefy. 

Afioor£ng 'to H-ZnEra^ .Che restoratkto 
sdsme encooqnsses every pan of the bmld- 
•ing; inc^adipg die foimdadaos, walls, domes, 
.mnure^Q^mog system and-tdle^ 

h finaninng the ]p<cgect jobtly udth 

* cotmtcies! Arabia is do- 
natiog.LElO mflUon, Pakistan S100.000, and 

.. &nnei . is. giving ' over LE4 million. These 

- fiinds wffl eontmnite sot oi^ to the mosque 

lestonti^ pro^ but also to piDvidSmg new 
housing, and fbr students &e m- 

sthute..- 

the AtAzhar restoration is only pan of a 
■ wider, scheme to lestrae Fatimid Cr^. Ac* 
cording to Add £t»Zoghl», project isupervisor 
of die M>^ whi^ is toradde ^ Iai:^- 5 cale 
'sichane, p^CuIar attention will be paid to 
-.the 'afjsi sunoonding AI-Adar. At present, 
El-Zof^biu said, diere was a. lot of nibbidi in 
die ho^y as a remit of the fiuirand 
' V^etaSle seue^wdio seti^ stalls anound the 
mosque. in £ 1 -Z(^bi*s vtow, represents 
a ^^totel. disr^toid of the £gnily and the ho- 
; imess ofthei^^’. 

.:. -Tp presove die fastonc diarader of the 

• ^ workshops; diops, atad houses ad- 
:!^jomi.Tjfr1he mosque ^tinll be nmacrvcd, ‘while 


houses, shops, and other buildings feeing die 
mosque wfll be renovated in such a way as to 
blend in with the architectural md histone 
character of the mosque. Al-A 2 h 8 r*$ ad- 
ministrative ofBces will also be moved to the 
Khaledin garden located at the end of Al- 
Azfaar Str^ just in fiont of the Dar Al-Efta 
building 

Al-.^iar Street itself is to be pedestrian- 
ised, widi two parking areas at e^ end of 
the street Improvements are also planned to 
the area's mfiastructure. 

Abdel-Halim Noureddin, secietaiy-gcDeral 
of . the SCA, said that his body was re- 
sponsible on^ for the technical supervision 
of the architectural work and die &e restora-' 
tion work within the mo^ue. The SCA is 
also proviefing a new Hating system for the 
minarets and facades of the mosque, which 
will aim to dramatise the monument's historic 
and religious significance. 

Al-Adiar M^ue was die second mosque 
to be built in Egypt, after Amr Ibn At-' As 
Mosque. It was r^iaired, renovated and en- 
larged ax various stages in its histoiy. 

The first addition was by Caliph Al-Hafoz 
leddba Allah AI-Fatimi, who added a fourth 
roY/aq (hostel for viriting pilgims). The 


mosque continued to be the focus of state at- 
tentimi as long as the Faximids were in power, 
but it was neglected under die rule of the 
Ayyubids, who even disoontinueddie practice 
of the caliph holding Friday prayera tiusre. 

During the Mameluke era. however, the 
mosque regained its leading role. Sultan 
redesigned its main gate and added a 
minaret Sultan Barqooq introduced further 
improvements, and Suhan El-Gbouii added a 
splendid twin-towered minaret The Mame- 
lukes also establiriied two schools attached to 
the mosque. Abdel-Rafaman Kadthuda 
undertook a major architectural overhaul, 
adding another rawaq. 

Modem renovation and expansion has in- 
cluded Howaq El-Magharba, added by Mo- 
bamed Ali, and El-^yeda ^le. renovated 
by Khedive Ismail, to ad^tion Khedive 
Tawfiq renewed the mosque's open coun- 
^rd a^ Rowaq El-Sayeda. Khe^'ve Abbas 
Hrimi established the Sowag Al-Abbassi 
md restored the mosque's western facade 
and its Mizanin gates. 


Edited by Wadie Kirolos 
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3 Home 


The right to be elected 


Awad El-Morr, chief justice of the Su- 
preme Constitutionai Court, in the second 
article of his series dealing with the Court as 
a guarantor of hu- 
man rights, ex- 
amines the Court's 
ruling against laws 
that compromised 
the right of citizens 
to stand freely In 
elections 



Under Article 62 of the Constitution the ri^ts of all citizens to vote, 
to be elected and to ex{xess their (pinions in public reforendums wxtii 
a view to enabling them to lake pan in die conduct of public afiaiis 
diiough their freely chosen r^resentatives are guaranteed 

It is tbe People’s Assembly which, under the Constimtion, is ex- 
clusively vest^ with the power to legislate in all domains. The Shura 
Council’s competence is purely consultative, as demonstrated by Ar- 
ticles 194 and !95 of die Constitution. 

• Caseaio. 23, for die eighth judicial year, decided on die 1 S April, 

1 989 was referred by tbe Court of Merits to tbe Supreme Ccr^tu- 
tional Court, and addressed die validity of Law no. 120 /1 980 re- 
garding the Shura CounciL 

The Coun iqdield the opinion that the statute was unconstitutional 
rince it confined die rig^t to be elected to die Shura Council to ch- 
izens affiliated whh cunvm political parties. In doing so h b a red oth- 
er qualified citiTcns from thw inherent right to be fimly cbosen by 
die electorate, in violaticm of Article 62 of the Constitution. The in- 
sertion of diis article in pat three of die Constitution was vievred as 
conclusive evidence that die ri^its and duties regulated tber^ were 
intended to enctunpass citizens as a whole, in oi^ to guarantee their 
effective p ar ti ci p a tion in political life. 

The exercise of ^ rights preserved by Article 62 of die Constitution 
is a duw, and ctm^uendy should be enacted by all citizens 

inwfaat is <me of ^ most imponant public spheres, namely generating 
the representative character of the government. 

By denying the right of independent candidates to be elected, dieie- 
fore, tbe challenged statute transcended Coastitutitmal bounds. In addi- . 
tion, tbe statute contravened the general principle, asserted by the 
court, according to which restrictions on political rights which are nei- 
ther maodoted by tbe veiy nature of the respective right, nor by die re- 
quirement of its exercise, should not be condoned. 

• In reqioiise to the governments' argument diat independent can- 
didates bM no place in a political systm based on mum^iarties, as 
luesmibed by Article S of die Constitution, tbe Court pointed out that 
in princiide the power to legislate remains discretionary unless re- 
strained by ihe Constitution. 

Furthermme, Umitations made by the legislature should in no way 
render obsolete or inqiracticable foe proper exercise of fundamental 
Constitutional rights and freedoms. 

The Court concluM that Article 5 of tiie Constitution was never en- 
vis^ed as permitting the exclusion of independent candidates from 
national or local councils or assemblies. Rauber, it was devh«d to 
eliminate the totalharian political regime that had crystallist^ under 
tbe Arab Socialist Union witbout in^ging on rights codified by foe 
Constttuti(HL 

The judgement of tbe Court ^lies to barring independent can- 
didates from any other councils or assemblies of a representative na- 
ture, including ^ popular councilsl formed in accordance wifo Article 
162 of the Cemstitution, and die People’s Assonbly whose composi- 
tion is prescribed by Article 87 tiierraf. In all these cases, tbe Court 
enunciated the same prindples, and struck down tiie respective statute 
enacted in violation titereof. 
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A Diwan of contemporary life 


IiMinei^.liki'yea^ -Theasticie 

hig^ • -wH in 

tfaaL^at.'tiie'.^bf difr;i9di cemtay..cg^ 
could, hoaa- 169 aewsp^pea: ia^reMgr. 

lb hi^' ^ indioi^e'4^(!fod 
toltoiBU of freedonxin .the coantiy two 'dec-' 

,ades . after t^-British occi 9 atioa,aBd biie 
.of l^:.pcftiti(^ of lifting tite' .ao' 
stnc&oiebbjounialisiib. • • ' • 

\ Stibidtera h^-seaidied dfligBofl^ 
oaoKi of aU^foeK. penoiE^^ 
fo|^ bnoieiiq) mfobuely exceeded foe-fi^^ 
gTO'ofbofo hands. The .foscaqaiipy. is one _ 

^jbe-erngmasroftitelnstii^ of.iteEgypr^, .- .Throughout .tbe 1880s, tiie 
tiaoptesSi.- .-dnsby was votaalfy a 
' Mon foe' puzzl^ however, oonld 'be . ' 


onio describe their are- - 
and acquBumances in 
Betray amoi^ whom, was the iambus 
■lABoerican- misaonaiy,. Dr 'Van. Dyke. It 
, also.citedtite .leoera written of tiie 

'> aiote prantinent pofitical figom' in ^gypt 
at die tin^-Sherif -Pasha and JRJ^ Pasha, 
wbo testified ‘to-.tiw- seperibd^ and co- 
piousitess of the materi^aiid abundant' 
benefit"- ^ AlriAiqiautf. .lettera -were 

- featured , on “die fiioiit pa^ .of the newS: 

- paper's : first .editioo -to hie published in 


•m- 

•EgypPs 
also had 


solved tinbuglr zecoufse-to a raifaer curious 
'tectibu m j^~Ahrqm 

tions junouncemeotsl. It was this tratfition, 
establifoed. eaxfy.bn and mamtained.by the 
newspqier, which enables .its to' delve mto 
- tint niysterious worid (tf foe .169 pubbear 
tioois whieb Ocauer atniboted to .die lA 
tvrodeeadraoftiwlast[cenmiy-.' V 
Whai ^rikea.one. as sojexicaortimaxy in- 
tills wodd is foe anmmdjng-inixiiire of dif- 
fereiK. types of bewi^npras: .In iuldition io 
Arabic tanguage iiewqiqiera, -tiieie .were 
newqnpera in Fieo^ Italfen, Oi^ ^ 
Oemxto.- The majoi^ of.tiie editors wen 
of'Syrian origin, bu^hy tfae:eadji>f foe ceb-,- 
tuxyv Kflyptianft be^n :to. et^.'foeif.' way 
into tite .world of jouDialunL Thn secular 
press,, donunaied.^.te-mosr^^ 

sel^arist 'of~foe-l^. cestiny Shibli' Stm- 


tfae lioirs share of new publicatioos, as nu- - 
'mierobs lefeieaces in Al-AJvim confimi 

wedely in Geoc^ Gb&- 

ziizi- )aaBicbei.Al-Sc^' (Ctarity) in ^til 
1887.- hi SqnBDxber 1889 Khalil Zeineh in- 
augurated M-Jtawi fpie Nuntor) and, a 
mUitit latex; Niqola'22]Ga bqgsn publication 
of Fawaiih,Ai:AhniA:^nuts.^ the Spir- 
In .tin' fiAcrwing decade, Syrians li^ . 
xnaiDed in. tiie vanguard; In 18% JuQi Zei- 
dan laniibhed. At-HUal (The CreacentX 
Naguib and Antin ?»**■**. founded Lism 
AMrab (The Arab Tongue) in Ai^nst 
;i894.and two years later bGqobi SUhada - 
behan pifoUeation .of- Al-Ha 'id '■ Al-Meuri. 
..PioDeer). . 

Native '%ypt^ soon, however, b^an ., 
tb offa stiff co n i p etition. The rising strata , 


qipeared-ri^ on foe news^. of educated Egyptians were eagi^y se^- 

sianfo with .the iriigfous.pre^' led ' mg' greater hppoitiiiiitito for joiticipsiai 


by Sheith Refold -Rida. 

Th^ mere were tlw newspapers of fo^^ 
new (civil servasit) chid,' oftiie .- 

gradtatto of tiie: scifoof lam ^ b 
: Mfi^fh 'KiBin^ fold^ Ahmed liuffi i:Q-; . 

. Saye^ of tiie foeSdu'iuGh. fo M'Youssef 
owner or foe ' -nitrous 
Th^-«rere-vesy serious and wd^bty.-j^- 
liofocals and ofoos tins lifted hnmoin^^^' 

■ parody to new hia^&^llusr'n the excitii^" ' 
woridiuto which we'shannow^ifofok. 

E^ypt j^ofoicL^.KVei^^^op^^^ 

In the; ^ 19ifa:caitiiA^' Most si^ / 
.j^eforwus foe •iirfhixaF large numbers of- 
• imns^auts ' 

wave arrived in' tii^wakB'Of tiie rivfl-war in 

Labsan in tbe I860 sl A second wave; - 
cxfeiiled- Iran: 1882 oufofe»k of owned aid 

Wofol War I m 1 914, bingmg inunigrw 


in all' domrins-'of pidfoc' life; and jram^ - 
''sm . was qudeUy peeved ' as Ian in- 
sliument to advaam tins cause. There-were 
two nu^ reseritenra for tins pomog seo- 
'tefr of nriBlhretuia^ was 

grafoi^''of wfaich'had hud a.^iec^ 
'stetus in. Egyptian j(Hinialism smee its in- 
cQifoni as efotoEs and wziters for the At- 
' Waqa*Ai AlrMaaiya (The ^yptian Of- 

Exqnpl^ offois class- of Egj^Mian ifo 
teOectiials'.was.’Sieildi Ah Youfoef.vWe 
'fost bpme abross Sie^'Ali Ymissef in iff- 
\AhrM oS-.i Fdznaxy 1387.'T1ie-occasion 
-was the: dmanncemait of a new ptfoUcoi- 
'tion,. ^a 'liteiBty, sciraitific,-'In8toneal and; 
hnmbiDus wed^ hewsfoper called. At- 
Uifoed m' Curb .and 

foe folwnfod ^hailrli 

AH Yensef,” 


Unfottupately, sU- A^ hade fo nrt 
Syrian province: . ' • : Hfo-^ as Wleamflom^^ 

.. Thfttiewcomere^a^ tidcjpraitBd attfae:«^ (rftiittM 

. ous tnideSi Amoig them -were joumahsts.’ -The nw newspiy q:;irannoro ceo, Tns, on 

■ who had founded succcssiWoew^iapera a. ia ^.aec^ 

forir-w^f ftriejri, but^ they beli;gyed..aot '’pfohcations, Sadria - 


. tiiBn-ftf-toteM Yaeoub gaOi:.- considecsbtepcn(rf(rf:ti^ 

nif-and Haris Nimr,:foaiideis of the ve»-^ jaipCTwdicalsxrfifed^. ^ 
aabfe to e^.' .-.lion- was: hafled hy, Al^ijmm as 

fo^tswnted acio® nri infofonal 

uwu.iawifw T — j s ^|es. Wc. Wish, hun 


E^ptia nL htfelleauals 
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At the end of the 
19th century, Egypt 
had 169 newspapers 
and magazines, ac- 
cording to an offidai 
report by the British 
High Commission in 
Cairo. Strangely 



enough, there Is no complete list of names of ail the publications. 
But the corrimission's report commerKled the freedom of expres- 
sion underlying the journalistic proliferation. In this instalment of 
his chronicles of Egypt’s modem history, Dr Yunan Labib 
Rizq tells how journalists flourished In the last two decades of 
the 1 9th century despite British military occupation 


eante frmn the aecular schools, notably tbe 
Royal Law Academy. To illustnue this cat- 
^joty, we have selected individuals repr^ 
se&tmg the two social strata from vrtiich it 
emanated. 

Ahmed Ijnfi El-Sayed, the son of a ma-' 

' jor landowner in Dnphliya and eventually 
the efotpr-zn-dtief of idfOitritfo, a leadiz^ 
newsp^ier of die eariy 20di century, made 
an e^y mark in the field of Egyptian jour- • 

fialiww 

Pertiaps more r e p res e ntative of tins class 
of iandM aristocracy was Ismail Abaza, 
'founder of Al-Ahali (The People). Abaza 
carried tbe title ‘bfo' and placed the fol- 
lowing advertisemeot.for his ftethcoming 
newspuen "The first, second and third efo- 
tkms wul be available free of datgein tbe 
ca^, foe port cities and dw pirntinces." 
Trfote ftitdier evidence is necessary to in- 
dieateAbaza's social standii^ . 

Miistafti Kamel embodies foe rising class 
of goveament eogilqyeeg who made tq) a 
stiMtaatial part of die intelligenaia of that 
eta. AMhram contaiiis seve^. references 
to tbe eaiiy jouDBlisiic career of tins pran- 
.'ineot natiraalist ;kader. On 20 Fdmiary 
1893 it axmooneed the aiqieaiaiioe of**Al- 
Madnm (Tte School), a monfoly educa- 
tional journal". On-1 August 1899 it ad- 
vertised ‘Vii'-^K'aiMfazb Al-Masri (The Egyp^ 
tian Star), a weekly Ihoaiy magume 
owned md . edited Ity Mustefa ^eodi 
Kamd." 

• As Egyptians gained increasiiig sw^ in 
the isaaoiai pies^ foe giowiag eqntriate 
communities were also contributing to the 
growth of foe newspaper indnsny. Indeed 
foe new^aper stands at tbe end of the 19fo 
century had beccane - a viitoal Babel of 
torques, aspiqionderaDt and influential as 
tiiefr respective enftnial coinminiities. 

T^ Fxerieht-'raiddDg only fourth in size 
among Egypt’s foreipi communities, had 
foe largest- immber of newspapeis. This 


riiould not be too suiprismg, however, as 
Frenc h was the laneMge of Egypt’s ed- 
ucated classes as wefi as the lingua franca 
of many other Medheiniiean peoples liv- 
mgin^ypL 

Ulns&Btmg diis later category of French 
speakers. Al-Ahram ou 28 Jannaiy 1893 
amxnmced, "a new Prench-Gredc humour 
and literary weekly, Le Moustique (The 
Mosquito),- publish^ in Port Said ity 
Dac^ de (Sraigi. May it meet with great 
success." The foat this newspaper was 
partially published in Fretufo reflected tbe 
owner's intenticai to to the many 
FTendi-^iealcing Egy^an and - non- 
Egyptian employees of die Suez Canal 
Compaoy. 

For similar reasons, some Egyptians pre- 
ferred to publish in Frepch, as we note 
iirm foe follciwmg item dated 16 Febniaiy 
1894: "We give a beany welcome to dte 
appearance of the first issie of a French 
Imguage political weekly publiriied in Cai- 
ro by Mohamed Eftendi Masoud 

Lodmg tbe Englirii lansiage press was 
the well-known Esitmudi Gaz^ wludi re- 
edved the baddng of the Britirii occt^ 
tion autiwExties. Ranking sectmd was tiie 
TZmer cf JSgjpt which first app e al e d in 
1885 and which was partialiy written in 
Freufo. 

New J&^lish language new^npers re- 
ceived nooe of foe efiuave welcome uliich 
AI-Afmm'a edhora accorded to otiier news- 
pliers, the French in particuler. Thm is 
Imie fitysny in this, given tbe etiitots' 
-Fre^ cultural bias and ibeir anti- 
political bias. Indeed. Ai-Ahtam. 
waged its most vefaemeot batlies against 
Al-Mugaitam and the ^prisn Goeede^ foe 
^bic and English protagonists for the 
policies offlie&Btish occupation. 

In of a relatively sizable Italian 
commnnity in Egypt, we find in Al^kmm 
of tiie last two decMcs of the 19fo cenmry 
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<aly one annwiiceiiient. of a new Italian 
new^iaper. Appeanng on 5 April 1889, it 
said, ” Alexandria welcomes the first issae 
of Operaio (Tbe Woiker) which in- 
vestigates many political, scientific and lit- 
eral ^ics. We wish h every success." 

Similariy, tbe German press receives a 
lone mention in April 1887 when Al- 
Ahram heralds the forthcoming publication 
of a new German newqi^ier. "We have 
been inframed that the Goman lapgiiaee 
La Cermana will be appearing soon in the 
c^taL It will be published twice a week." 
The announcemeot, however, was pre- 
manire. The newqiqier, to our knowledge, 
never did ^ipear. Peihaps its proqiects 
were doomed by the rel^vely uum- 


bers of Gennans in Egym and Ity foe rel- 
atively few numbers of Egypoans wbo 


could read German, in ^»te of their ad- 
miration for that countiy. 

As one might expect from such a surge 
of uewqiapeis, there evolved a dim^ of 
prdific journalistic creativity. 

There were periodicals tl^ catered to a 
range of specialist interests, no^Iy in the 
fields of medicine, foe law and econoiity. 
Medical periodicals had the lion’s share of 
Al-Ahnm's new publications column. In 
Aug^ 1887 die newspaper announced 
foal it had received the fim issue of At 
Siha (Heahh), a produced by a 

grag) of Egjpt's most prominent ifoy- 
sicians of tbe time. 

Around this time, Al-Ahram a>go notified 
hs readers of tbe recently published At 
Skifa' (Medicine) "founded and edited by 
the venerable scientist. Dr. Shibli Shu- 
mail". It was not long afterwards foat the 
newqiaper heralded Tabib AtA 'ila (Fami- 


ly Doctw), winch it praised as ‘teraitainin^ 


much of beneficial interest in foe field o: 
nediciDeandbraJfo". 

Law periodicals ranked second, with 
three m^zmes dealing with legal and ju- 
dicial affairs. 

In tbe field of economics there was first- 
ly Atl'ian (The Advertisement), a curious 
magazine that we will leave to Al-Ahram to 
dc^Tre. This new magpzine, it says, "is 
very useful, as h contains all infornuitioo 
concemii^ advertisements, commercial 
news, prices, agricnhural affairs and the 
types of crops, in addition to a literary 
wo^ every issue also contains a riddle 
and offers a valuable prize to whoever 
solves h. Tbe ^lendid raagazme mpean 
once a week and is didribuled for fiW to 
advertisers, official agencies, port author- 
ities, bouses of commerce acid to whoever 
requests it" Another economic ^odical 
was Al-Mpvsalat Al-Gadlda (New Cor- 
teoce) "a magazine on commerce. 


mi 


science and tbe arts", owned and 
by a Fratdman. Tbm was also 
jitYcmasib (Tiie Lottery) «foieh, accord!^ 
to AtAhranu was a "foiaocial, economie, 
commercial and literary joumal founded by 
David Farhi." Tint foe owner was Jewish 
was only nttiral given the piraninent role 
this oommuniiy played in ibs Egyptian 
economy at foe tiine. 

In su^ qnantily and variety, tiie 
tian press ^ayed a vital role in foe daity 


lives of Egyptians. The daily faabh of open- 
ing one's favourite newspaper in tbe znois- 
ing had already taken root over 100 years 
No better testimony could serve to il- 
histrate this than AtAhnm's remaric in Hs 
26 July 1894 edition, "The greatest proof 
of how important newspapers have broome 
in our countiy is the concern and anxiety 
evinced by our readers when tbe publi^ 
tion of Al-Ahram was delayed by one hour 
yestoday moming.'’ 

A flourishing newqjqier industry nat- 
urally gave rise to a new and expanding 
professional sector. Indeed, so quickly did 
foe ranks of journalists swell even as 
eariy as 1895 timbers of this profession 
begm to caU fev a syndicate. Al-Ahram 
was in the vanguard of foe app^. Its ed- 
hot^in-chief, Bicbara Taqia, enumer- 
ated tbe benefits of such a s^idicate, but he 
found official response frustratingly slow. 
Addressiiig foe powers that b^ he wrote, 
"In ^ite of the feet foat you, sirs, ^ve not 
rescinded to our qqieaL, we will not de- 
tour of reaching our go^ Tlie need for a 
tyndicate is brooming ever more evident 
and the day will come when it will be foe 
only ahemative." Sadly, Taqia u^d not 
live to see tiiat day. 

The press was becoming increasingly 
powerful, but power also had its murky 
sides. Sc^ journalists in fact were sus- 
pected of being on foe government payroll 
as .4MAram of 13 April 1894 suggests. "It 
is rumoured," h reports shrewdly, "that foe 
Ministry of Foreign Aifeiis hra allocated 
800 pounds from its secret budget in older 
to srleoce some members of die press." 

SoqMcians such as this are at least par- 
tially leqionsible for tbe debate over jour- 
nalistic ethics. Tbe journalist, writes Al- 
Ahram, "must be of t rectitude that is inure 
to both criticism and flattery." Bicfaara Ta- 
qia himself would have an opinion to con- 
tribute; "May tbe hand of every inqxsstor 
be paraly^ may tbe tongue be severed of 
ev^ swindler and liar who atienqits to 
dress tyranny and oppression in the gab of 
reform and justiee, may wteadtedaess be- 
fell the sha^ess scoundrds hav^ 
drunk from tbe well, cast stmies into it" 

Nor was tbe debate restricted to tbe pro- 
fessioiials. Readers themselves joined in, 
arch as the following reader £r^ Asshit 
vifoo compiained, "Newspap^ are no 
longer foe ehampions of exposing the fects, 
but raifaer they have b^me foe tn- 
scrumems for spurious allegations and per- 
sonal slander. The harm this has done to 
foe value and esteem of foe press is tn- 
estimable." 

Perils responded Al-Ahram, "die solu- 
tion is to ifflpcM that new inveruioD in Rus- 
sia — a new^iaper printed on cigarette 
pqxr which can be and foro to 
wi^ tobaeca That way people can bum 
those articles they do not want u keep!" 


The author is a pro- 
lessor of history and 
head ofM-Ahram His- 
tory Studies Centre. 
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Privatising education 
is the solution 


Faced with onerous legal and administrative 
hurdies, the private sector is shying away firom 
investing in the educational systm, writes 

Mohamed Abdel-Fattah Ragab 


Over the past few years, ifae govemnient has *t***^**^ Ire- 
mendous efioct and injected a great deal of ctqrital tn*n im- 
proving and renaming die educational system, to- die ddiglit of 
die business community. Under the auspices of the Eduodioo 
Afinister Hossct Kamel Bahaeddin, an average of five new 
sdiools ae o|»ened daily. But wfaOe the grparMnn iq dm educa- 
tional system is highly wible, it still short of tiie oqilosive 
student populatim growth rate. 

At the h^ of the debate over educatimal tefoim is die ques- 
tion: are our schools &iling because we sport too Ihde on 

than, nr het«an<ge nf way ri^oy atw nrrg^g^? 

More resources are part of tte answer, but our public schools 
also suffer fiom the over-centialisation and bureancxadc rigid- 
ity tint plagues government organisations in graecaL wUle 
I am in fevour of privatising education, we cammt afford tt) 
leave education entirely to be shqied by and 

ibic% We must save, not abmidoix, our playschools. 

What is required is a change of structure and incentives that 
will OKOurage public schools to improve on y.buis of dieir 
own tnitiative, for their own interest and from their own re- 
sources. 

For exan^le, the hiring and training of bi£^y qualified teach- 
ers does not meet the n^ds dictated by the student population 
growth rate. If the status quo does not change, our firt^ gen- 
erations will sufier due to shortage of resources resulting from 
this gap between the demand for more teachers and schools and 
the rate at which the educational systm io expanding. 

The business community in Eg^ is convinced of tiie need to 
p a rt ic qp ^ in the development of tbe educational system. Pri- 
vate businesses have coirtributed by donating new school pfem- 
ises to the Ministry of Education. 

They are understanding of y financial burden placed on the 
Egyptian budget after new economic policies were hqile- 
znented that required a change in the laws governing the educa- 
tiooal system. 

The business coimnuiuty recognises that a number of impedi- 
ments stand in die way of private secnn* involvement in educa- 
tion. In order to encourage tbe private sector.to paxtiripate m 
education, tiieir investments should be selfTSOstyii^ How- 
ever, Law 306, which deals with private, sector educmoo, af- 
fords the Ministiy of Education the ti^ to set school fees 
which, to most cases, do not cover the admmiatrative costs of 
die school. In turn, such legulation affects die qu^Qr of educa- 
tion, and leads to the crowdmg of stude^ it^ -cjasses, under- 
quaked teachers and low quality equyxnL We byve that if 
each school Is given a free hand to set its fe^ then the i^iali:^ 
of tbe education will improve given the etsuing competition to 
provide tbe best services. Tins, in turn, will eaicoiutage and in- 
crease investment in that field. 

At this point it should be noted that sdiools not governed 
this law, lauding an iiicreasingniyierirfferriga schools op- 
erating in Egypt, which are setting dieir own fitos^based on the 
laws of supply and demand, are providing students with quality 
education. 

In a^hion, laws and regulations governing tbe licencing of 
□ew universities and mtfib ites of h^ier leamiog t^ to pl^ 
obstacles in the path of investments, in these fields. For instance, 
it is not permit^ for any individual or corporation to ^ait a 
new university exceirt under the utobrellaofa non-profit organ- ' 
isation. These orgaiiisatxons’ profits are not to exceed fear per 
cent of the invested capital. 

Furthermore, to esyUsh institutions of hi^icr educatioii, 
noil-profitable organisatioDS must own the premises. Since 
buddings might cost iiulliotis of pound^subh-a&w becomes a 
true inqicdifflent 

Current laws do not peraiit private educational institutions 
to form joint ventures with foreign institutions, hi addrtKm, 
Ministry of Education red tape can delay the licensing of new 
schools and educational insytions for months and, in some . 
cases, years. Tbe main cause of the delay seems to be tiiat the 
administrative department responsible fbr issuing licences fer 
such projects is entrusted with many other reqioisibilities. 
This should be the sole Tespotwilulity of a separate de- 
partment 

Also, non-profit otgan^atioas ate governed 1^ Law 32 of 
1964 which gives lo^ autixnities right to dissolve tiie 
board of Ejectors of these institutions. at wiU. hi effect, this 
means that the government Iras the ri^ to dismiss the people 
who have raised die money and made die effoit-to start such a 
project 

In addition to the obstacles posed by unsynpatiietic laws, ‘ 
Egypt also faces a fundamental dballenge: reversing tbe static 
and growing di^iarity between the fete OTOolfegeettoeated and 
non-college educated youth in our soc^. In the new global 
economy, the collective skills and.c^ncities of a nation’s work- ' 
force are ite main competitive advanto^. 

The stratieg)r of an ap pre n ticeship system that combines class- 
room instruction with on-tiie-job training at local buanesses 
slKiuld be immediately iiiqilentented. 

To build tins system we need to develop a enmhinarf woik- 
based and school-based auriculum feat involves ^peodhig in- 
creasing amounts of time at fee woric she. 

To meet the demands of a growing student population, chang- 
ing local and intemational econi^c conditions, the Egyptian 
e&cation system is in need of an overhaul. For this to baj^ien, 
fee government should take the necessary legal and ad- 
minitirative measures n> mairo efeication an investor-fiiendiy 
sector. 


The writer is dmirman cf the Alexandria Businessmen 's As- 
sociation. 


Basking in success 


A pillar of the economic reform programme, foreign exchange companies enter their fifth year of activity in the 
Egyptian market with mixed feelings. Shahira Samy assesses their performance 


Few could haw been more surprised than firt- 
eign conqumy leinesentatives tiiem- 

sdves with tiieir success over the past four 
years fbQowh^ tiie govemment's introduction 
of economic fiberalisatiMi measures in 1991. 

' W hile the ^overnmeot’s relbim initiatives 
aimed at abolishing the thriving cnEtency eat- 
i4winge black martret and Stabilising the Egyp- 
tian pound in relation to otiier nugor currenc i es . 
most notably, fee US dollar, four years of 
growfe and dange have yielded more than ex- 
pected. Currency exchange ixaiijiaiiies have 
mamg eri to attract 28.9 per cent (S5.13 billion) 
of die total hard currency sources. 

According to Ismafl Hassan, governor of die 
Central Bank of Egy^ (CB^ fbfrign exchange ■ 
companies iqierating m Egypt amnially inject np 
to 25 per cent of tiie CBE's fixeiga cncrencgr re- 
serves. The CBE’s reserves, over the past y», 
to^ed $183 trillion co mpare d to $16.8 bfllian 

tbe year before. 

The fiiMroeial conlnbutioo by these cooqianies 
to the CBE's reserves is not the o^ thing 
growing since the Ministry of Econo^ and 
Foreign Trade (now the NGnistiy of Eccoonv 
and Intemational Cooperation) passed a decree 
in 1991 afiowing non-banking sector cn mpflniea 
to de^ in fbreiga currency exchai^ Over the 
past five years, the number of ibr^n exchange 
conmanies has rocketed to 90. wife 106 aOui 
aCQuted branches in opentioo. 

At first, when the decree was passed and com- 
panies like this bci^ to enter the madeet, said 
n»ah^ El-Mitiawi, the owner of the NGsr Ea- 
change Company, fee first to enter this new 
madoe^ *^umours abounded about the sfy- 
rocketi^ vahie of the dollar, people’s reaction 
to tiiese and how to set the oonect 

value of the emrendes.** However, yens of trial 
and not much etror have proven that these com- 
panies provide an invaluable service to die na- 
tional eocnoniy. B-hfizlawi added feat not only 
liave foreign conqiames facoqght in 

revenue a^ e lim in ate d tiw black maricet. but 
th^ have also hd^ied reshqie the {xipulalto’s 
attnode about saving fixeign cur re nc ies. 

Even so, however, gov ena nent officials can- 
tion again^ ovetde^ too much of a good 
thing . Altiiou^ implieatiMis for licencing new 
p* nnpanieg ha^ bWo extended in C^iro and 
otiier large citie^ die g ove mn tent has decided 
not to alli^ additional cn m£ianieB to operate in 
CUiD. Giza, Alexandria and Port Said These 
ibur goveiiKirates play host to rou^y 75 per 
cent of an fbreiga currency cwqiaBies oper- 
ating in Egypt 

Rather, the government is attenqrting to en- 
couta^ new growth in less piivQeged areas, 
a demkon with wfaidi El-Mralawi, who feels 
the market can absorb many more newcom- 



ers. differs. 

Otiier efibrts by large current exchange 
companies to open offices in nei^bouting Atki 
oomrtries have also met wife fefiure. Aiguiog 
that these ininatives wonld be against tbe law, 
government officials explamed drat should such 
a move occur, ct^ous problems relating to var- 
ying ftrnhange jates md legulatoty measures 
would emerge. The CBE, officials Tnamtain. 
would not Ire able to cany out its duties ef- 
ficiently in ^ new cliinaie. 

Cunency eichange company rgiresentative^ 
however, find tiiis a fritter pill to swallow. 
Branch offices in Arab countries, they stress, 
would fecilitate the transfer of funds Egyp- 
tians woridog in Arab couatries. 

Ifowever, counters fee CBE’s Hassan, ‘Trans- 
fer of funds fimn one country to anofeer is a 
banking sector t eg w osib ilily. Foreign currency 
were e^ab fished to prove that banks 
were not moaopolismg the foreign currency ex- 
change not to p erform tads 

forbad.” 

But some company officials like Sayed Ab- 
del-Mohsen. mamiger of the Arab Group for Ex- 
change say tiie issue is not so clear-«uL For ex- 
anqil^ to transfer fends between tiieir head 
offices and their branches, frireiga exchange 
ciniqnntes need to go tfarough the bankmg sys- 


tem, triiich is a time-cmisuming and exp^ive 
process. Abdel-Mcrii^ md others interviewed 
the ffedefy. it would be more effident to 
drciinivent ^ cos&y bank transfer channel. 

Although be pointed out that maricet needs 
may dictate chan^ in regu^ons, the CBE's 
Hassan, said no additions will be made to fee 
reqxiDsiblites of ftneiga exchange companies io 
the near future. 

However he said that “on fee whole, es- 
tablishing foreign exchange bureaus has been a 
successfiil eiqierience. Tltey have contributed 
considerably in e*«b«liwTig foreign currency 
markets and have complemented fee activities 
ofbcmks,** he stated. . 

Despite some obstacles, however, investors in 
foreign currency bureaus find that business is 
still booming, albeit at a slower rate than in 
1991. Statistics reveal that in 1991, the average 
daily business fox each company was SI mil- 
lion, but io 1992, tiiis figure dropped to 
$200,000 and finaOy reached $100,000 per day 
per irompany in 1993. 

Aside from mcreased omnpetitiiMi, this dn^ 
was the result o^ say ana^yks, a decrease in 
Egyptian exports which coincided wife an in-, 
crease in inqxirts. In 1994. tbe value of Egyp- 
tian exports ecpialed nearly $4 million while im- 
ports reached $12 millinn. 


Other contributing factors were declhpngtgv-; 
«ni |^ fix>m tbe Suez Canal coupled wife a 
creasing volume of fends transfer by Egyptian , 
expatriates, many of whom returned homefol- ' 
lowing fee Gulf War. 

Alfeou^ exchange coxrqiany officials were 
dismayedat fee 1-2 piastre pa dollar ^hop -in 
their profit margin , El-Mizlawi said tins, decline 
was only oatuial given the transitianal .period, 
*7t's the price of freedom,” he eagiianec^ re- 
ferring to the government’s libanUsation mea^ 
ures. 

The government has so far been catefid not to . 
render this price too hi^ Whh almost 80 per 
cent of transactions talong place through .(he 
dollar, the CBE has been wckdng in tiie bade-, 
ground, buying and selling to ensure feat no- 
major fluctuations in tiie:curreDcy values occnc . ; 
However, Ismail Hassan, who <fa^ tins process ; 
as “passive intervention”, says tiiis oofy ocems 
upon request by the banks. . i 

tbere’s more to these companies’ sdcc» ; 
than passive intervention, or even smaO .ex-: 
changes 1^ indivifeials. . “we focus on ttorist; ■ 
export aixl inqxnt conqiaiiies tAidi are regular-, 
companies,” said Raafet Saqr, dearly chairman: 
of .the Alexandria Zotematimial Qaaocy. Ex - ; 
change Company. “That's why we by to ttxaet- 
their business by offering tiiem qiecial rates.” 

Tbe CBE's role and regulations des pi te some, 
obstacles they present, add other coinpaiiy td- 
fidals, are redly for tiie benefit of all tire parties 
involved. Even so, thoe are some wxinUes to 
be ironed out Tbe siiigle price polk^ fiir .ex- 
change rates in both ibe.-cotopaiQf headqnaitets 
and branch offices, stated .Abdd-Mritoei^ 
should be revised. Branch offic^ he noted, 
could do better business by offering a sl^gbtfy 
different rate of excbaiige. » t 

“We should be given more, leeway apd re- 
sponsibilities so as to offer better service to our 
clients,” he said. 

And bureaucracy — tiiar red, govemfflental 
devil — again seems to be a cause for ooocan 
among currency exchange conqiaiQr owners. 
“Since we have installed a oorrq m ter sysfem to 
store our records and communicate with da, 
CBE,” asked tbe co-owner of a ■ 

company, “why is it necess^ to .waste time 
and effort sending them wiiben r^xatS three 
times a day?” 

The most si^iificant change ''ownrirs of ex- 
change bureaus wbuld like to fee nwriaialirp is 
the formation of some sort of official bpdy (hat 
will rqiresent tiieir interests. Altiioagh .the 
Egyptian Chamber of ComnSecce has a qiecial ' 
diidsion for. foreign exchange conqiames,; -Q- 
Mizlawi, is also a . board menfeer of feis 
committee/ asserts ^ it fiuriy inactive , md 
must play a greater tok m fee futuie. 


Techno aid for privatisation Few buyers for be#r^ 


Three agreements financed by USAID to encourage the development of Egypt's pri- 
vate sector and economic gro^ were signed last week, reports Mona El-Fiqi 


An unexpectedly weak demand for shares of Al-Ahram Bev- 
erage Company has raised questions and concerns about 
the company's future, reports Sberc^n Abdel-Razek 


As part of the US-^ypt Paztner- 
sh^ frir Economic D^topment 
Programme ^EDP). a $293.4 mil- 
litKi grant be provided by the 
US to assist Egypt in its economic 
-Reform programme. The grant will 
be used to establish two tech- 
nological centres and to suppmt 
{ffivate sector cpnqMnies. 

The first agreement sets aside 
$13.4 million for ejqpanding the 
technology available to Egyptian 
private sector Brms through fee 
establishment of a technological 
■ centre in Cairo and one in Alex- 
andria. 

The centres will assist Egyptian 
businessmen, egiecially feose in- 
volved in export, to obtain state- 
of-the-art technology. 

The stari-Qp phase of feis pro- 
ject win be qieaheaded the Iri- 
tetnational Executive Service 
Corps, a private, voluntary US or- 
ganisfeUm siqipotted by the Unit- 
ed States Agency fiir IntematiooBl 
Development (l^AID). 

The lESC has a proven track 

leccrtd of E89T^ 

sector firms inctease their com- 
petitiveness and their growth rate. 


The second agreement is a $200 
million grant for tiie Private Sec- 
ta ConiriKidily Import Pro- 
gramme 0^RCIF). The money will 
be distrfouted ferongh 20 par- 
tic^tuig Egyptian tenks in the 
form of short and medhrm term 
trade and investment loans for im- 
porting equipment and materiab 
from the US. The PROP, whidi 
was launched in 198^ i^iexates 
tiuough banks, loaning out capital 
at the market rate, bat with grace 
periods tiurt vary di^endii^ on fee 
project qiecifications. 

The third accord signed pro- 
vides fee Egyptian goveimneat 
wife $80 million in cash to bolster 
its eoonomie refbon and structural 
aiyusiment programmes. 

Toni Chnstimsen Wagner, act- 
mg-depuQr di re c toi' for USAID io 
Egypt, said that tiiis $80 million 
grant is tiie first part of a $400 
itnTlio n US cash transfer whidi 
will take place over the next two 
years and arms to assist the Egyp- 
tian govermnent in proc e eding 
wife its refirtm initiatives. 

The US has, shice 1992, pro- 
vided another $320 million the 


same purpose. 

The ^reements, which were 
signed by Nawal 0-Tatawi, min- 
ister of economy and itrtemational 
cooperation, Venice Kamel Gou- 
da, minister of scieoti& reseuch, 
and the US Artfeassadbr to Egypt, 
Edw ard Walker, are part of fee 
PEDP vriiidi was launched in Sep- 
teoiber 1994 and a ims at pro- 
moting bilateral economic re- 
lations, stimulating Egypt’s 
eeonoittfc growth rate and creating 
jobs in tbe country. 

Walker said that fee main goal 
of fee PEDP is to increase the role 
of the private sectra- in tbe econ- 
omy, ir^irove Egypt’s competitive 
position in global markets and 
fhel economic reform in tiie coun- 
ay. 

“The Egyptian gov ernm ent," 
said Walker, “has bem working to 
create a more positive businfes 
envimnnent and has made serious 
reforms in agriculture and 
economy.” Tbe new cabinet under 
Prime Minister Kamal El- 
Ganzouri, he added, has acceler- 
ated die pace of die reforms in all 
sectors. 


While investors flocked to purchase shares of other recently-privatised conqianie&, Al- 
Abiam Beverage ConqMiv (ABC) has not been so fortenate. TIte six diQr subscription pe- 
riod. in wfaidi investors were aflbrded fee chance to boy to 20 per cent of the com- 
pany’s riiaies, closed wife only 667,500 shares sold out of fee total 920,000 offered 
' mam reason behiixl fee b^g^demaad, believra MobamedBakir, head of fee pri- 
vatisation unit in ABC’s pan^ company, fee Holding Ccappaoy Housiiig, Tourism 
and Cinema, stems frm a misundeistaoduig. Upon evaluating fee cwiipany, it was dis- 
covered that its real estate accounted for twcMhirds of fee value of hs assets. Oonsequent- 
ly, the earnings per share would be low as fee shares are over-valued and do not teflM ^ 
compaiiy's rw performance level In a bid to compensaie for this, the Hi ^ier NGtdsierial 
Privatisation Conmiittee shtfled tiie owriership oftiie land to the UCHTC which, in tom, 
leased it to ABC. Tiiis st^ however, was misinteipre^ by investors ufeo thought feat 
fee compai^ was selling its assets because it was suffering a loss and refrained fimn bi^ 
ing into ABC. 

But, saidBakir,thismoveactually increased the earnings per share to idx^ 11 percent 
conqiared to tiie three or four per cent feat would have been foalised prior to ti^ move. 

hfenket observera cHed a dfifierent reason for the low demamf for iWC's shares. Some 
believe feat many investors were unwilling, for religious reasoos, to boy- into a cob^any 
that produces bea. ABC is sole producer ofbeer. 

Whatever fee reason, negotiations are currently under way between co mpan y iqne- 
sentatives, banks and insurance cornpaides to buy iq> the rergaming shairo fix ale, «hH ' 
Bakir. The HCHTC is also considering other ofrers for mtgority stake purdases. “We are 
now seddng an o&r which is made of a financial aito technical package,” be said 
“What we really need is a com p any wife fee know-how that can upgrade ABC's pro- 
duction lines.” 

In February, ABC's holding company sent out an invitation fir bids to sdl a mtnoaty 
stake in the company to an anchor investor. The negotiatiag team- fbnned by UCHFC had 
already rejected two bids submitted by anchor investors which feey deemed too low. 

In tbe first half of fiscal year 1995-96. ABC posted after-tax profits of LQl.^ 
millioo. In fiscal 1994-95, after-tax profits bad totaled LE42.96 miliion. While Ba- 
kir declined to give figures on the company's assets, market experts eg*iinafi» tfaeir 
value at LE450 millioo. 
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TRADING action on fee Egyp- ( 
tian Stock Exchange was heavy 0^0 i— 
for tiie wedc gntHng 18 Ji^, 
with an the indices gaining 
points. The General Ma&t in- 
dex gained an inqnessive 12.49 
points to close at 218.9, re- ^‘1^ - 
fleeting the anival of the long- ^ ^ 

awaited recovery in the price of 
feaies. This we^ die shares of 
46 conqmnies tnaeased in val- 
ue. However, the value of shares O ‘I O _ 
traded dro ppe d to LE82 million ^ I \J 
craqMoed to LE89 million tbe 

week before. ‘ 

Market eimerts attributed this ' .!? 

week’s suddm burst of activity ^ ■/' 

to a number of foctms, amoi^ ^UO <: ; 

wfaidi was tiie diare cross-listing v 

agreement recently finalised be- ’'V'- 

tween the Egyptian Capital Mar- . 

ket Authority and die - 

Stock Extitomge. ^UU ' ' " ' 

Tbe matiiifiiflturiiig sector's in- -j 4/7/90 

dex recorded an increase of 
1139 points to level off at 

27734. Tbe sector’s biggest winner was tbe Paints and Chemical 
Industries Comjiany, whose shares closed at LE6S0 compared to 
tiieir opening price of LE630. Shares of fee Egypt Electric Cdilcs 
Company (Kabelat) increased in value by LEI 2 per share to settle 
at LE90, while tnfeng in the shares of fee Suez Cement Company 
was re^onsible for LB9.8 mUlion in shores. Trading of the com- 
pany’s sham, wfeidi accounted fin 11.94 per cent of total deal- 
tn« iw, r Cl ae u. : 
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200 


14/7/96 15/7/96 16/7/96 17/7/96 18/7/96 


% resulted in an LE135 gain in the conqiany’s share price. 
Tn^ closed at LE43A. Only four of tiie sector’s compani es reg- 
istered a loss. F..eading the way was the United Arab Spinnmg and 
Weaving Conqiany. ufeose shares fell by LEI3S to close at 
LE333. 

lliis wedc was a blessi^ for financial and real estate sector 
coitqMUiies. The sector's index gained 27.3 points to close at 
232.27. Medinai Nasr Housing and Devek^ment Company's • 
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(MNHD) bid to purchase 65 per cent of El-Kabera Hoosine and'>i 
Dwelopment Company iKHD) paid off for both 
Shares of fee KHD registered the market's hi ghwgt inc p**^* fo.-r 
share relue wth an LE27 per share jump. Those of the MNHD > 
gained LE16.5 to close at LEI 13.5, 

Foreign investor potential interest in pum haring the Ccan- 
mercal Inr^eonal Bank's deposnoiy receipts, winch are to be t 
tradM on fee London Slock Exchange this week, has faded do-^f 
rn^c demand for shares in tbe bank. CB’s shares gained^. 
LEI3.5 to level off at LE4173. Shares of fee Port 
vcstMi and Ind^trial Development Conmy, however, saf^* > 
fered fee heaviest loss, decliniag by 1435 per cent of their open- 
ing value to close at LE92. 14. 
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Home at last 


A German-brokered ewap deal rneuics the first breakthrough this year in tensions between 
Hizbullah and Israel, -wnfe!SZeUia:kh^ . . . 


A .Geonan-nie&ted 'boSes .ftie. pds- ' 

ODCra gMhawpw’ h^M^ PnimD flb 

Ismd waspwed bffdns wedi^-deqaiiB a ' 
last-minate sm^ wiucS'eRtteM 
scuttle the (qmtniL • 

Obsenras SM mega giive d Mfia^ 
iitt ei pge tad oM as to'llie si gnfie«n<^ of 
die eacdiangfif'a^ liov it mll sflbct 
SoodiLdMnonsDdte'MiddloEi^' - 
Bom adsered 8' lot A bas ptovedii^ 
its *ew*iarf iBakig a f ^ yWr lnn, 
hss beeo ccittcise^'is Boon eor - 

joys good lies v^'-Tdoai; -iBiiiBh sa^ . 
ports and tunds EQ23»1 Ul . 

Xftida die deai^ &sdMlbb vas to hand 
over ^ nai a ins ctf two seraci^ 
n^ Rsdtamm Al-S&e3di\i^' Yossi-. 
Fnd 4 ' to dlo nnmtti i llw j ^ 

die Red Crass (n^RiQ)! ICRC offidabi 
rece i ved die lemnns'in.twb aielal cdf- 
fins in Beam^s swi fliern sdiiiAi..l1iqr 
dien handed die -boffieff to' Geninb 
ficials beaded by jop nteffigenee.' ddef 
fieoid- ScfamufiMiier' at Banit-: Inter- 
national’ - Anpmt SeSarndbaner . had . 
sealeddie sg rec u ie ia .twodiyseaifieftf-.'. 
to* htddiqg fthi jn- Beknt 'and. Da- 
masons. §yiia is die mam powa fandeer. 
in Ld»ncn !wift 35,OOQ Iroopr m tfae ! 
couiitiy. • 

Zfidnilldi 'also over to ■'die ~ 

ICRC 17 prisoneis beibi^^ to die !s- 
laeli-ellied Soudi IjAiaoiiAaoyi^LA^: 

The deal rqw r tedy ' . stipiiliiled tfaiit ' 
once Sdsnidba^-tam cteAi^of the . 
iwwwtTw of the sbldieis:and •flw^ to la- 


nd; bratf win £^0 pc^- 

oncR fittntfae RW*™ detoidoii in 
.Isneli-ocdfa^ Sondi Lebandn and letum 
.' die'bodies m mactyis tdio Aedin **i»a*« 
wfdi Isiadi fiffoes on the boBdcx. 

mie Goman miKtHy :plane took off in 
die mocnim with de rxmms ef die joU 
' .^^fien. But then was no jaiscnid' exdut^ 
Id XfiK'^lIbnit bocder cracsiB& igine 80;. 
kfiooieiies SDBih Benat mm late in the 

• aft es iMxa i. .X2ie crassiogi maiKked.by SLA 
■ iniBtiaineo, is oin .offive diat lead into -die 

Isriidi^icoiq»edzonemdies6a& . 

-Hw 154oar'dd^ was beonise die 17 
fieed pria b ne g lefeaed to- xctiim to oo- 
eqaed Sbudi. Lebantm,' After being .re- 
' leased inBcafot; di^ weae taken 2^ die 
KSG to KfirTSnift wbocdiey'wve^ 
Red Qtm vdiicln jadied a covfde of IdL 
. .ometiBs finm ttae bor^. crosnn^ K32C 
-officials said di^ were fiee -to, decide on 
. didrowifjfdiey waBledtpTo■ealerdleoo■ 

' .ciqiiBd'zoK.' 

The' entire. jnocess neady bfcSse-dowa 
sinee Isnel aod dieSLA indsied bndidr 
.■KtniiL nmQies and r e l ati v es of.’scaiie of 

* die pdaones lire m .Benn and odier plao- 
es oitfBide dich r a e li - oc g i pie d aran. Each 

.'of die 17 pri s onie re bad ffieir own reaton 
■ftn not wmdog ID m bode dioc^ dieir 
main concern ym tor didr ssds^. lbey:‘ 
iriso'did iict^w^ to be re-int^ttfed mto 
Ae SLA mxGds. ' . 

^Many of die fieed tapdva Ind been 
hdd fee more di m 10 y ons wifeont tnsl 
-Fbysied and psydtoiogKal ibrtiire are sya- 


a* m hillffy ja<l |q dwaOOdl 

im by tbe SLA nader Isnm^qiervisioD. 

. Negodaticiis ftir Snndqf's eaebaDge re- 
portedly four fl gn SehmU- 
baser said be wifi coodsne e ffo rt s to 
acineve a c o n ^ efaesive aohidaa todieia- 
aw of fflissziig lasdi servkeoMO in Leb- 
anon and dm Aidb jsriaoDen. load bolds 
acme 300 Lebanese and odwr Ard> pria- 
mes in Kbsam and Isradi jafis. Foot b- 
zaeli servioeniea we still miamig in Ld^' 
anon aod bnd believes that only one, Ron 
And, is isdn alive. It say» be is bong held 
tv Irm or HidmlUb. Bodi have deoieid 
knoadec^ of bis tdieRSbontL Bat 
buOah Iw proonsed to ae^ infbsmaDtkm 
dKxaAzadastbebsisisIbrboiitinuingGcr- 
man-meiSaiediiegotiaiioas with Israd on a 
oonqKdMouvB jaiaoner swsp. 

Some analyfls linked die exchange to die 
ly co m jng etoctiens in Ldianon, asyiag 
: ftat HtrimlUh weidd gain ground in the 
. anft die retease. A in 

die' A^Sqfir daOy asid die posidve eoo^ 
er i i i o n bciwmui nd Israel may 

be partdfa general retociadeg of tensioc in 
die south foUowiog the April ceasefire un< 

! ^Wi3e some fc»niig* were faqipy to see 
Adr loved ones again after so many years, 
tfaere were many odiers whose relasra re- 
main hKked iqi in bneli ja^ Bat die pos- 
itive atraoqibere prevailn^ aod the pos- 
itive strtements by both on «*«« 
iSSae be die beginnii^ of the fma! 

tn A f riui * « 



A member of Efizbedab coven tbc coffins of dead ei»*rfn»« abend of the mass faaeral bdd last Tnesday (phot aRuxe rs) 
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maMehs EU 


' The US Senate has moved to punish foreign businesses 
that invest In Iran and Libya, reports Rasha Saad 


Ihe US Aan-ljl^ 09 Sanetibna 
sqlQiintedrby ffie.Gimon^^ 

Tmnigfwihnn^ f orrimi-it *m*ri nwg - 

to be jiqpiored'bQ )^^ 

dire, inyest $40 mSHoD re nuire 

key sectors of. both libya as4 
Ir^ two coiintrire ^ 

the Otaa^^Ststes rf. y aasoriQg. 
state, tonreisni ' ■ r . 

StmilaF. to Ae new'liff ;dia£' 

ptarMliy^ 

vesting .mjCuba,: ttlii 
bin has hcfg- stsaagfy^^iB&aaed- 
by US alfi^ iAo say-dte TS; n 
tiy^ to mutotendly-frere 
poVc^mdiiaiL : • 

Under die Senate h^ ftxeigD^- 
ers wdoM fim renctid^ 
credribute to^dw two eb u ntpre*.-- 
weapoite'pntfidtinin, Aeir‘ oA in^' 
dnatnes re. dimT; vAtisqiiv; ot*' . 
pdiilities. - • • • ; 'i -; . 

In the orere ftut a ftxai^'fKin 
viototes the bi^ ^ pre^daot; 
would be Greeted tb dboose tw6 
of az..'posAte' sreictkn^ 
tvin&anport'^toport.'bnA 1o(^. 


dotynig esqiqii fiedieea,.bai^ 

I US faaitia nvm inddc% ioans of 
more' dwH $10 -niflliaa a year to 
s&ietioiniBd'paitiea, banb^ 'san^ 

. bong pni^ ^PS gov- . 

~ ermtiefit WWiA^ 4hwfirifn gO^ 

•■ y i u iiei tf *] ^iWwniwwi^^ jjg 

anidSlBryioeB ffiim laa^rfin^ - 

.' litiei^ ■nd i wnpfwrfrig mqpajt'san^ ' 

' ■ •'• 

'SbMty -M fV»nnp«rfnn - • 

;idereJtacipAtSaolersf^direEiF- 
to act agmist Ae 


Un as “tm- 


V'-' 'Sater mid fhre dte Inui^Liliya 
. Woereremeven^gnyernt^ 
:loD. breanne*20 per;ci^ arBa-'’ 
' 'irt^e'areade oil et«ies.fiQm both . 

o c BiUlues .' In BU' toitions 
';-mto«te^ of 

Jrtme oQ, imHkin-.: 

^muneggom banlanid.il.'imffidn . 
v.fimUbys...-' * 

Bstore 'Am riii i ciawl Ae US 
' . .;ft]ir|ienming to ex- 

'' tre4eisDfiQiQal . oBsttcu^ anS .-.d^ - 


sdnbed. ''Ae' 

ApcqiCable”.; 

' Aim prea ' reports indicated 

dlSt die of 

tween Entope and die US in- 
tensified after die 1991 Gulf War 
aiiS dte victory oT the US-led 
fim^ Bnrope feds dax die 
toakn miilaienl ao- 

oreAng to id own iuta e sis and 
Ae&.imxs bs Western allies to 

ttoODL 

b^eve dot Europe 
vffil.always iqe ct dm notion of 
• benw bitoi^ by die US even 

if ^ dto «Uy si^er power at die 
preseretiiito . 

■ . ' Aiib obpBven Iwvie.criticisBd 
die .dadil&reindKd pcdicies 
die TlS- Th^tie H evo dire die 
is loMrjdng-.to'inTO smetio n s 
on Lib^ inn inreCofaB, vdnie re 
^dM mine- timc^-!it-Iiis esereised 
pressure rei AiA coimtnes .to 
end didr boycott against Euad 
uDdre -dM'pretere dnit dns bc^- 
ebtt iddates mtemational con- 


ventions and win lead to a comi- 
ter-reaction from the isolated 
co untt y. 

Bodi Libya and Inn did sot 
etwiiiuent on dw US faifi. HOW- 


ever die^ previously cendenmed 
it when ft was first soggested last 
year. 

Twin «Mit t>it wicriftnK wosld 
not aficet its economy as mudi as 
it would caiue grere losses to die 
US and E uro p ea n conqamies. It 
dso accused Freadcnt Clmtra of 
Hying to wun Jewish votes* in die 
-i^tcreniogprendential electioDS. 

Ibe l»n also cttD(»kd with the 
UN decisioD to g»tgnrf ^ and 
dipkanmic sanctions agsing Lib- 
ya tor anodier two months. Libya . 
griticMed difr-decigop and tbc US 
. rneetkn of am comp r onn ise to 
-sreve die Locaeifaie issue and 
save dxmsands Libyans who 
are s u fie ring dne to toe sanctions. 
The three Westan coontzies con- 
oenoed 'wito die Lodteifaie isane 
— die US, Tnnee and Britain — - 


did not a joim 

to annoutice the extension of 
sanctions against Lit^ as was 
toe case on previous occasions. 

libyan-Fmeb relations wit- 
nessed an i n ywwr w f development 
reeeoxly when Lft^ allowed a 
French msgtscrate to investigate 
the bombing of the FieoA UTA 
airliner over the Sahara Desen in 
Sq]teniber]989. 

The Lilians bnied that their 
warm welcome to ^ Fiench will 
positzvriy afiect Libya's position 
in toe Lockerbie issue. Hdfwever, 
toere has been no sign of dns. 

Accartfing to press iqxirts. 
Fiance reject s die US notion of a 
new. wodd- order and believes 
tore there are emerging powers 
such as Europe, Jqnn and OiiDa, 
rfyit wtU o£et US 
- Since Frendi President Jacqnes 
Chirac came into office last year, 
France has been ti)r^ to pmsoe 
an effective pobey in the Middle 
East to match bs economic pres- 


enee. 

F ran ce also tried to prove its 
role as a mediator in toe Middte 
East peace process and it main- 
tains that it can c on t ribule to se- 
curing pe^ m die Mid^ East 
now and in the fiiture drenks to 
ire fitondship with both ^lia and 
Lidianon. 

Ibe French Foreign Mmister 
Uerv6 de Charettc this wedc 
toured Syiia, Lebmon, Jordan, 
Egypt, tibe Palestinian self-rule 
areas and Israel, to assess how 
Fiance could best contribute to 
efibrts to resume peace talks be- 
tween the Arabs a^ IsiaeL 

France supported the Arab 
stance in both toe recent G7 plh- 
oing in Lyons and toe snm- 
nnt in Flor ence and s u pports the 
principle of laod-ibr-^>BBre. After 
the Cairo Arab Summit last June, 
President Mubarak fiew to 
France and pfcscm ed n over- 


view of the summit to nesident 

tTwiar 



The US Is planntng to move its forces in Saudi Arabia to 
remote locations, writes Hoda Tawfik from WashingtoH 


For fteadeut 

/Ttnfcitf »- iL4iwtw««lrreiiwi^ -it- Bii'.'jl 

imttre-of too.utnwirt unpo i lah ce 
in. ani Section year. -to'' -denn! 
ODstratB-'to -Ccingresa -reid toe 
Amcridm'pedptetoat itis doing 
eyeiydi^ .to- protect 

peopk'ih uiiiPimL.Jndeedj dOT- 

ng Ae- last-fbor tfj'ftie 


eaeeiicm tiie^jpgeMnw 

K^-.die CBnton a£* 


(piereidii' toemg. 
mmfetntioii bar been wbetoire to 
reahun in d» Ch^.aiA'dtobfidT 
dle.East'as a wbol^.aimd l&.hiT 
. creadng ^ dtreat;: - of . * - 

.^ g^tiMrt American fiacre and Ihr - 
stAationsindieareL'.,';.'..'.- 
Qn 25 Jmie, 19 US «r Aree. v 

HUM mit -j^- . 

jmed-vdim » xnaireive ear 'bomb 
estploiied re an aparto^lcooiT.-..' 

^IttneaidielAalBreiiDrlMi^ . 
somevriiat’. wnwTae - incident bo^ . 
cutredon 13 November 199S're a 
US-staffed Sauffi JbtjonriXSnard 


i-oeotre in Riyadh, : 
'fire .of die- rovea killed 
"andabbut half tftoe 60 yroondA;^ 
'.waeAnienGaiia.'',''';^-'*' 

R is reffl .imeto 
tdnrire. acts . ;poctend more vi- 
•olence to boDM.'Bre A semor.US 
defewe bffi^ said, **No matter 
:Vtoat;we do and bow carefiti we 
\-9eii toere w3L be fisdies re- 
tompls,; And m aQ probaMEty, 
'sianto.of those attesqits will soo- 
«eed..In a-renire, lilto'die one at 
■•IQiib^Tdwefa.''' J_' 

]. Seqnmny of Defence- WSlInm 
Te^. au4 ansvm to die 
-.qoeslkin.*ShOMhl we st^ in San- 
m Axatt^; is ye^ «e toere 

becii i KM of die vifid nalibnal ao- 
-einii^ intereres df/ die Iktited 
i Stett^’-ftir toe prbteetiba of the 
yra^s .rel reserves, 'fiv toe.; so- 
enrity. of the Gidf tind stailnl- 

of. -toe' Middle Easr.-tq^x^ 
and.'tor toe ^Wit ai wwi w rf of-ban 


andl^*’ 

FenyoalM fir '%ntie dang- 
er m toe wiQr Amadcan faces 
ree.'dqdflyed ab road.- His new 
ingraimne^ called Face Pro- 
tection Inithtiy^ could cost faun- 
to^ of nufitons, petiups bfl- 
tioiis, -of dbflars .CM mvolve not 
o^ ^.redepi^meot of up to 
4,000 tcom widm Saudi Aza^ 
bla, butaigastments to US fbrcea 
m Kswadt., Bahiaii^ Qstv, Tur- 
key and Bosuia.' DetxQs of the 
pim will be presented widiin die 
nsrt tow wreiks, tmt Feny said, 
'*We wabtto move quidcly.to ao- 
•enmpliA ch«i£^ by toe end Of 

diesamfito^*’ 

A Santo Anbian official iu 
'Washington said that his ooontiy 
-wfil re^)^ '‘positively” iriien 
US- ofi^oals present a detailed 


Santo Arsbian cities to 
more secore and remote miiitaiy 


basea. 

Riqioits of a lift between Amer- 
ica and Santo Arabia over tbs 
m ovement of US troths were de- 
nied by die State Department's 
^wkenEiaD, Nichotos ftizns. He 
aid dtt plea reports claim^ 
tore Stiudi Atebis’s defe nce min- 
i^r opposa dw Penti^oo's le- 
qaesta tomove American soltoecs 
in dw triwpimw to safer bousing 
"do not c oc res p ood with US tos- 
cussibns with seiuor Saudi of- 
deals”. Bums noted an 
agreanent d dw 

levd between toe two countria 
to do wtaatever was a c c e s s ar y to 
pr ote ct US troops in Santo Ara- 
bia. 

Feny listed possible new meas- 
ura These . inchide a possible 
toiftiDg of iqi to 4,000 US tro^ 
to more Temote' bases. He toolv 
of movn^ some peraomwl fiom 
Riyadh or Dhahm to dw Saudi 


abr base at Al-Kbag, about 60 
miles south of RiyatoL He also 
nwatioDed putting more fences, 
bsxriers aai guards re m- 
staDatibns ^c»aKKciit«g ^ 
tymbinaH mteUigence centre — 
called a "fusion cdl” — in Santo 
Anbii that would bi^ togetber 
QA and Saudi niteDigence opre- 
atives. **We have to sedt out m- 
fbnnstioo about tenonsts, about 
their plans, how they are fund- 
eto** Peizy said in press state- 
nwuts. 

The State Department has al- 
ready amounced that h U widn 
drawing feniily membei s of mil- 
itary p era oi wl fiom Saato 
Arabia. A department official 
said,.”We are rmndful of dw.feet 
that there were a number of 
threats before toe Khobar bomb- 
ing against American iii- 
stsUations,” But dw official said 
that it is igi to the finnily mem- 


bers whether they want to leave 
or not and that the action is a pie- 
lamriooaiy measure. ‘There is 
nolfaing new, dwre is nib new 
direst that led to this decision,” 
dw official said. 

A senior US defence official 
said that the story that the Saudis 
will not sigipoit moving US fetc- 
es fiom utosn areas to more re- 
mote bases is sinqily wrong. **We 
have somedting like 6,000 mil- 
jtaiy people in Saudi Arabia, 
some S,0(W of them doiiig sir oj^ 
entions. The bulk of diose can be 
moved from the bases where they 
are operating to more remote bas- 
es.'* said dw official. 

But dwre are some seetious of 
the US mOiiaiy based in dw king- 
dom wtudi cannot be mov^ 
widi ease to ranote areas. These 
are fbe ones which wmk with toe 
RivH National Guard »nd the 
KutB miiitaiy. 





Algeria’3 national 
dialogue 

continues without 
the Islamic 
Salvation -Front 
(FIS) and against 
a background of 
renewed 
violence, writes 
Anrfra Hewe kl y 



- Algerian president Zeroual . FIS leaders: AE BAadf and Abassi Mtdanl 


As 


' fbinlh of dialogDe. fafles in 

flfe kreck , a:bcBnb eapioded.'^ kitx awvi|f,']ewQg- 
'firo jig<ipV-iiiid ' iiy itiiig- 30 otoeis. The Jalks cofr 

. imbed, 'bre-igfrorod'dto.'iroito -of -videoc^ md^fi^- 

- coed -ore ZeronaTs ffuee»«tirti>e ffar anwa(^g;toe. 

• .COOStifiblQfL. ...-r 

Zebonal met dd^grtes fiop 12 poG wy 

• .andagmStosre-'itollBeesiiiaed-paE^ ooomussiotiW; 
..-to,l«q at e:te;i 


and j l^tyi ve 

'! ■decttebsTo.be'’heW-'e^y 
' toe.tonB,ifaowerer, eagjrereed. to^.^Mt^ 

, Mt of coarenuniciiM 

' ' ';-caUBbisK'.vibieaott''' : 

- - aftg.Zcijdud' ^. B 

a series of-attgaro to' 
•to'. an'-tnd to -ibe arnto- of inwtfgen^ 

-■ ‘A.>. .M um Hatian nf^1WI4MI>Ctn 


minuter re die toiw •!’T^ 'to toe preridreicy. 

dtak)^ m- 

volVQg the mtiorjiol^ca] patties, ineludibg die 
nj^-Bre.bQateral talk? betvreea dw FIS and 
ii.' jttiry gownmiiieBC-finled'dDe to miitiial tostrnre. The 
FIS idectodtoe 'conditibiis Imd.down by Zerota^ 
' beca^ it vns'.eoly offered Imnted political pa^ 
m renim ^'8 plc^ to renounce vi- 
bleoiBe.' • *■• *. 

. -:'-Xare.ApriL b 0 W(BVto,'Zeredal..deek^ pursue 
tbc dwVig ^-'wito^:Mn>ilBlg.dg FIS U^IOSe 
leadasbrnbeeainqidsooedsinoe 1992. Aldiu^ 
- be did^^.D 0 t nadoB stattmertis esplicitly exciiidi^ 
. -dieiii, bjw dedrion rmsed qwenbtion bn the polh- 
'jcid.iutore<tfdw, bating ■ ' 

Zeroaal^ *^6(02601 for InstnQticiial.Refbmr 
waided to' polhiw parli^ ( u g an i natihns and in- 
■ stitotiois twb-niianflis -i^ put air -end to the con- 
. trbvet^-'as'it prepOs ed ii^or .amendments to .toe 
' 19^. coostitrekn^.tite pplit^. parties law and the 

of religions 





.'TlW' memcnadaii also ff*TO*^”** dw establitor 
.ineto of in Cown!9i besidiB toe 

mdsting Nimw-Pqpblv CouncS <NFC). TW 
• ayMfihwd-torftwe i n w»V«»vfc™ 

ia inridF A "ddireable toggostiem*; .pojKtical patty^ 
oleadcriipBgi^-itasgobdtoa _ 


fWheo toe go ve n a neat decides cn sometonig, it 
re q or s evaryone'tb bless its dedsMos,” Abdel-Aziz - 
B^tiiadem, tormer qwaker of dw NFC, told AJ~ 
Jhrmt Wadfy in a telephone interview fiecn Al- 
gjeis- ‘This is wbre dw cutrent talks or coDSuha- 
tions are about” 

Belldiadeoi, wlw is also a member of toe National 
Tiib^liqn Fronts (FLN) central auiiuiitfee, said 
toatbis pally a set t^pdorities fbr dtalogue con- 

ceaung.^ow to put an exid to the bloodsbed, setting 
a fiamiework toe the coming elections and a cony 
jwdwDStvc dnlc^ue t^ inchides all parties — 
without atclM om.” But be pomtra out that 
does' iMt seem to be imp or tan t to everybody... . 
Jm toe we su^ested methods to sb^ toe 

violaieb but & go vg m nent only talked about 
amcD&ig coostitutioii. the polx^ patties law 
• and tiie etoetibn law.” 

. Asked about toe rim of paiticipatmg in imatediy 
feiM alia, Bdkhadean said, *^e FU^ want 
.toSndasoIutimtoprediis viofesce at aa e^ but 
tbegoveamWDt'a fbimula has nodung to do with rs- 
.ality because toe crisis is not a problem af>texts, but 
-of policies.” 

A lil^y according to Belkhadem, is that 

- Zenniri will puxsue dw talks with po&tical or g ai^ 

. jations and syadfeates, toes begin bilate^ triles 
wito toe parties vduefa objected to dw constitutional 


ameodmeots. This would be fUIowed a national 
recQDcniatioa conference dat would set toe date for 
a' public lefereodum for diangmg dw coustitutioo 
{Rior to the pacliameatary elections expected to be 
held esriy next year. 

Aldioa^ mai^ Algerian political parties, sudi as 
dw Front for Sodriist For^ (FFS), dw Rally for 
Cahure and Democia^ (RCDX El-Nahda and Ha- 
mas back the FLN's stance, Zerouals's sugg^ons 
found siqiport fiom odiecs. Tlw ex<ommanist Al- 
Tabcfii Ftoty and toe R^itolican National Alliance 
(ANR) iDgreber wito the secular parties rgaesented 
m dw qipointed have voiced toeir amrova! for 

amendmeats, partienlarly dw article whiu suggests 
bennrogdwfoiinationofwfigoua patties. 

AUhmigh attempts were made early last year by 


toe major patties to pressure the government to ac- 
^it & FIS's political pa rticipa ti on, the anil’s 


finn grfo on toe g ov en unent stood in toe way. Since 
Zeroiw's riectioo, offiefels have mqilicidy stated 
diat dwre will be no (fialogue wito die oiidawed 
go^Tte latest statemeritm tore resMct was made 
by Zeroual himself durin g last wen's talks. 
rouani said “toe FIS file has been closed”. The pres- 
ident 's non-negotiable'stBnce of "peace witoont toe 
FIS” irises questions about his vision lof a wfty out 
of die Mood bath that elaims dw lives of at least 
1,200 people earimtootb> 


Will the 
leopard 
change 
its spots? 


Mahgoub Othman wel- 
comes Egypt's gestures of good- 
will towards Sudan, but warns 
that the Khartoum regime is un- 
likely not respond in kind 


It is a happy comcidence that we discuss this 
week, oo the annivamiy of the Egyptian revolu- 
tion, dw prickfy sutgect of Egyptbo-Sudanese 
reJatioDSw It was the Egyptian revolution that 
created a radically new basis fbr Egyptian- 
Sudaneae relations. It marked a radical dqMiture 
from old per cep ti ons of Sudan as a subject na- 
tion. Sudan, frv dw first time in history, was 
treated as a sovereign nation, wito an in- 
dqwndent and unique identic quite distinct from 
Egypt's. It was — and this is a truism that every 
Sudanese acknowledges — tbe 23 July revolu- 
tion that initiated the wise deciaon to gr an t the 
Sudanese people the right to oatioual self- 
detenirinHfioii..wfaicb evotually led to the m- 
dependence of Sudan in 1956. 

What is dr^ient today is the totally new 
diaiged atmoqtoere dut looms over Egyptian- 
Sudaues^jelarions. This was softened somewhat 
in r e c ent weeks by Piesideot Hosni Mubarak’s 
friendly initiative and his extensioD of an in- 
vitatka to Sudanese PcesUleot Omar Hassan Al- 
Bariiir to visit Egypt and attend tbe Cairo Arab 
Summit last montfa. Tbere are many in both 
Egypt and Sudan who see diis new development 
as beiakling a new begnming, a fresh start in 
Egyptian-Sudaiwse relations. However, dm are 
otoers who see diat toe Bashir leginw has not 
mended its ways and that tberefoie, Cairo 
riiould not open a iww chapter in hs rdations 
with Khartoum. 

Relations between tbe people of Egypt and Su- 
dan are long-standing, iode^ etenal. Tb^ are 
cfaaracterised by stianegic depto and are not de- 
pendent on fluctuations in relations between the 
leaderships in Cairo and Khartoum. There are 
eight otbtf countries that border Sudan, but the 
Sudanese opposition has ehom Cairo as its eei>- 
tial base for political ope^ons. 

The Sudanese oppe^on, represented by the 
nmbrdla National Democratic Alliance, ree^ 
ogoises diat Egypt conducts itself as a nation 
state and not as a political party when it comes to 
Sudanese issues. As long as t^ Su- 
danese g ove nu nent fdgns innocence of tiie ac- 
cusations levdled against it, Egypt is obliged to 
try and woo Sudan back into tbe Arab fold and 
ease tensions between Cairo and Khartoum. Ibe 
Sudiuwse oppositioD forces are aware of t^ 
fecL Ibey realise that it is rredpolitik. But that 
does not stop them from voicing concern about 
tbe goings on in Sudan. In short, the Sudanese 
oipositiOD is detennined to highlit certain key 
issues that cannot be overlook^ 

Fb^y, sever to toe modem histny of Sudan 
has a regime emerged whiri) has toown such 
hostility towards E^pt as toe current Bashir re- 
gime has. Secondly, after six years of hard and 
concerted efforts, tbe Sudanese opposition has 
sncceeded to i*ribiting Khartoum iDtemationally 


and regionally — boto to toe Arab and toe Af- 
rican arenas. It has also s ucce eded to mobilistog 
toe vast majority of dw Sud s nesf pet^ile a gabiat 
dw repme. Thfidfy, there are strong indications 
diat the leghne to reached tbe brink. It has 
fefled to give dw Sudanese people aiiyduiig but 
hunger, dquivation, eoonomic iriwmanagerneut , 
the elapse of dw Surtanese economy and toe 
paralysis of the state services. Fourthly, it is im- 
possible and too late for dw r^iine to alter its 
ideologjeri mientation. The leopard will not 
diaiige its qrits. 

The learte of toe Sudanese opposition do not 
hide dwtr emwem over the signs of npprocbc- 
am between Cairo and Khartoum. A clear def- 
inition must be of what Eg^ wants 

from Sudan and what SiiAwi wants from Eg^pL 
Tbe definition must be based on tbe expericDce 
of dw relationrii^ betweeu tbe two countries and 
must take into attount the interests of eadL 


The writer is afiunter Sudanese minister of no-, 
dona! gforfflfce. V 
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Black churches burn 

In the last year and a half, 40 black churches have been burned down in the United States. Could such racist 
attacks be linked to a Republican Party resurgence in the American Deep South, asks David Du Bois 


Religious institutions are amnng Ae most racially 
s^regated ii^itutions in tiie United States. On 
Sunday morning blacks go to black churches and 
whites go to wUte ehurcl^ An occasional sprink- 
ling of each in the other's congregations do^ not 
alter this overall pattern. Truly multi-racial con- 
gregations are exceedingly rare and invariably 
oon-denominational. Only this year the 16-million 
member Southern Baptist Convention, policy- 
malting bo<fy of the largest Protestant de- 
nomination in America, ofUcially apologised to 
black Baptists for its long-standing, anti-black ra- 
cist policies and practices. 

So, it should come as no surprise that in the cur- 
rent nationwide atmosphere m increasmg racial- 
etimic assertiveness, which has given rise to in- 
cieasing racial separation, suspicion, antagonism 
and confixmtation, black church^ have ^ain be- 
come the target of white suprmaciste* rage. It was 
the murder by fire-bombing in 1963 of four little 
black girls attending Sunday school at the 16th 
Street Baptist Church in Birmin^ara, Alabama, 
that alerted the nation to the horror of church burn- 
ing and bombings in the South in the era of the 
civil ri^ts movement. 

Despite that alert, in the following summer 37 
black churches were burnt down in the southern 
state of Mississippi alone. The Centre of Dem- 
ocratic Renewal, which monitors attacks against 
racial minorities and ethnic groups, reports that 
more than 80 black and multi-racial churches in 13 
states have been fire- bombed, burned or vandalised 
since January 1990. Since January 1995, the num- 
ber of black churches biuned down stands at least 
at 40 in 13 states, and is rising. As of this writing 
the latest arson attack on a black church occurred 
in the northwest city of Portland, Oregon. The 
sanctuary of the Immanuel Christian Fellowship 
Church was completely destroyed by a deliberate 


act of arson. Investigators, ziKluding agents from 
the Treasury Department’s Bureau of Alcohol, To- 
bacco and Firearms, declined to discuss what ev- 
idence they had of arson. According to an As- 
sociated Pnss report on 21 June the congregation 
of the Immanuel Christian Fellowship Church is 
about 70 per cent black, and includes many His- 
panics. Asians and a few whites. It is locat^ in a 
predominantly black neighbourhood of Portland. 

Historically tte black church has been the single 
most important, most reliable and most re- 
generative refuge .fixwi the daily white racist insult 
and injury black Americans continually suffer in 
the US, physically and spiritually. This is true par- 
ticuhuiy tbrougl^t the soutbmn states. Con- 
sequently, during the civil rights struggles of the 
1960s h was tiie black church that prt^ded mai^ 
of the most effective black leaders. Rev. Martin 
Luther King Jr beii^ the most notable. It was to 
black churches, great and small, urban and rural, 
that blacks flocked to organise voting rights cam- 
paigns, bus boycotts, launch counter- 
demonstrations and civil ri^ts marches, and to co- 
. ordinate activities locally, regionally and na- 
tionally. It was to the black church that they came 
to eulogise and bu^ murdered victims, and to re- 
affirm Aeir determination to coatinue the struggle. 
Many believe this is why black churches have 
been a prime tar^ of white racists. 

Reliance on fi^ral agencies — the Federal Bu- 
reau of Investigation and the Federal Bureau of Al- 
cohol, Tobacco and Firearms — to investigate the 
fires and bring the perpetrators to Justice was made 
necessary because no&ng or very little was being 
done to find die culprits by local, county and state 
law aiforoeraent personnel in the states affected 
The experience of the 1960s established that most 
often, particularly throughout the South, local, 
county and state law enforcement personnel were 


directly involved in racist attacks, often directed 
them and almost always knew the individuaU in 
tiieir areas most likely to be responsible for vi- 
olence against the black communiiy. Today civil 
rights advocates are demanding, therefore, that the* 
cuirent federal investigators concentrate on local, 
county and state law enforcement bodies and in- 
dividuals for information about the current rash .of 
black church burning. 

US News A World Report of 24 June quotes Rev. 
Jos^h Lowery of ^ Souttem Christian Lead- 
erah^ Conference, a leading black civil rights or- 
ganisation. as saying ’’We have been sorely dis- 
appointed that until recently law enforcement.. 
Piasj seemed only mil^y interested in focusing on 
theK acts of terrorism." Within the black com- 
munity there is much resentment at the insistence 
of the newly arrived federal investigators to focus 
on pastors and parishioners of the churches at- 
tacked, suggesting insurance fraud or deliberate 
provocati(». Civil Rights leaders are asking why 
the leaders and members of the local ICJu KJux 
Khins and other white racist orgam'sations, all well 
known in the southern white communities, are not 
being seriously pursued and questioned. 

Di^g the year and a half of the current rash of 
black church burning, black leaders have noted a 
surprising upsurge of Republican Party influence 
and political assertiveness throu^out the South. 
Since the overthrow of the R^ublican Party’s 
ptost-Civil War reconstruction effort to forge a 
place m "the American dream" for the newly freed 
and impoverished former slave by a coalition of 
southern Democrat and northern industrialists, 
"the solid has been traditionally allied to 

the Democratic Party. David S Broder. writing in 
the International Herald TWhtine of 18 June, as- 
serts: “The transfer of the Republican power ba.se 
fnxD the Midwest and Northeast to the South is the 


single most important transformation in the Re- 
publicans* 20tb century history." 

US News & World Report writes: “The South's 
takeover of Capitol Hill is now compile... Senate 
Republicans last week chose Misrissippi's Trent 
Lott to succeed Bob Dole [Republican Party pres- 
idential hopeful] as majority leader. And they 
picked Oklahoma's Don Nickles for the No. 2 job, 
majority whip. With the Mouse [of Repre- 
sentatives] already in the bands of a Georgian — 
Speaker Newt Gingrich and two Texans, Majority 
1 .eader Dick Armey and Majority Whip Tom De- 
Lay — Southerners have their strong^ bold on 
congre^ional leadership in decades." 

Martin Woollacott writing in the Guardian Week- 
ly of 30 June under the heading "Old H^its Die 
Hard in the Deep South" asserts: "The Republicans 
strive to imply that the Democrats are the creators, 
suteidisers and appeasers of a criminalised, wel- 
fare-dependent black society in the irtner cities of 
the United States... This is the message that lin^ 
all the ostensibly non-racial issues like welfare, big 
government, the death penalty and family values 
together. While related debates go on in countries 
that have smaller or no racial minorities, in the US 
race is the knot that ties the package up." 

This is a classic example of political scape- 
goating: "The blacks are the cause of all our do- 
mestic ills." The success of this R^ublican Patty 
effort is evident in the two-year suong from Dem- 
ocratic to Republican influence througlrout the 
South, where indigenous, anti-black racism has 
never been rooted out. There are those who be- 
lieve President Bill Clinton will lose bis bid for 
re-election in November as a result of the Re- 
publican Party effectively using “the race card" 
nationally. The burning of black churches may 
only be a baibinger of worse things to come in 
this election year. 
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Nicaraguan troops patrolling (be border with Honduras mingle with vUlagers. Rearmed Contra troops are alleged to have kid- 
napped villagers and to have spirited them across the border into Honduras (phobxAFP) 


ColQinbia risks drug barons’ wrath 

This week, Colombia's President Ernesto Samper received death threats as he reopened the debate on permitting Colombian drug 
traffickers to stand trial in America. Can the cycle of violence in the South American nation be stemmed, wonders Sayed Awad 


Colombia is one of the most violent 
countries in the world. A murder is com- 
mitted there every 20 mioutes. Ofi^'al 
statistics for 1995 show that more than 
21,000 people were killed in Colombia 
in violent incidents and car accidents. 
One of the most horrific examples of 
this phenomenon was a massacre which 
occurred last June in the northwestern 
city of Medellin, leaving IS people dead 
and 10 wounded. The total amount of 
ransom money taken in Colombia 
reached S2.8 million last year. 

Colombia suffers from violence con- 
nected to hired killers, revolutionary 
Marxist groups and arm^ militias that 
work for diug barons. Murder. Ud- 
napping and armed bank robbery have 
become independent industries. Severe 
violations of human rights by foe police 
and aimed forces in their raids on drug 
cartels add to the problem. The raids in- 
volve massive destruction of land where 
nardotic plants are grown and heavy- 
handed techniques. It is in this context 
that the nominal head of foe Non- 
Aligned Movement President Ernesto 
Samper of Colombia, has been hit by nu- 
merous death threats foJIowiog his de- 


cision to reopen the debate on allowing 
Colombian dmg traffickers to stand trial 
in the United States. Suspected "extradfr- 
ables" — as the drug traffickers who are 
wanted to stand trial in American courts 
are called in Colombia — are literally up 
in arms. 

Colombia is not considered a major 
diug-produciog countiy. but it is re- 
sponsible for the preparation and smug- 
gling of 80 per cent of the estimated SI 0- 
12 billion worth of drugs that enter the 
United States and Canada each year. The 
cities of MedeHia and Cali are the matn 
centres for drug barons, who provide the 
Colombian economy vritfa S7 billion an- 
nually — more dvm amount petrol 
brings in to the South American country. 

The lucrative gains which can be made 
from the drug t^e mean that hundreds 
of thousands of fomilies plant more coca 
shrubs than any other crop. In order to 
protect the illegal industry, drug cartels 
have attracted more than 50,000 people 
into armed and organised militias that 
operate chiefly in the cities on the Car- 
ibbem coast The cartels also control 
special assassination groups which mur- 


der and kidnap politicians, media people, 
judges and labour union members. Drag 
dealers have been able to find protection 
from various sources. There are many 
government officials who benefit fi- 
nancially from the drug cartels, and 
whoever resists the temptation of drug 
money pays the price with his life or of- 
fice. 

The ability of the drug-smuggling net- 
works to infiltrate police departments is 
well known. TMr influence e.xtends to 
important figures in the executive and 
parliament fri the country's biggest po- 
litical scandaL drug dealers disclos^ ev- 
idence that the current president of Co- 
lombia and his top assistants had made a 
deal with a gang in Cali, offering it mil- 
lions of dollars to finance a 19^ pres- 
idential campaign in exchange for prom- 
ises to be lenient in dealing with them 
and not to extradite them to the US. 
Since 1989. the dmg barons have been 
waging a bloody wlar on the government 
has led to the deaths thousands 
of people and the destruction of the na- 
tional economy. 

Despite the demise of leftist gro^ m 
□eigboouriog countries, Colombia is stiii 


home to a number of Marxist organ- 
isations. The Armed Revolutionary 
Forces, which dote back to 1949, are still 
considered the biggest rebel organ- 
isation. It controls many areas and pro- 
vides many Indian families with safe ha- 
veas. The National Liberation Army, 
founded in 1960. ^cialiscs in ex- 
ploding oil pipes, while the Simon Bo- 
livar Group targets the governing polit- 
ical elite, the security forces, 
government centres, industry, big land- 
owners and company executives, who 
(hey accuse of being supported by Amer- 
ican imperialism. Both groups justity vi- 
olence by saying that they want to 
change the social reality by directing a 
war again.st the state. Lately, a pre- 
viously unknown organisation railed Co- 
lombia's Dignity has nppemed on the 
scene, claiming responsibility for tlic 
kidnapping of the president's brother be- 
cause of his involvement in corruption. 

The drug barons have manipulated 
anti-ifiq>eria)ist slogans as a cover for 
their activities. They provide leftist 
groups with financial backing in ex- 
change for the tatter's protection of the 
drug trade. The violent openuions under- 


taken by the leftist groups sometimes 
cover crimes committed by the drug 
dealers, a practice that prevents the gov- 
ernment from concentrating its efforts on 
drug trafficking. 

The US has recently threatened to im- 
pose economic sanctions against Co- 
lombia because of government leniency 
towards the drug cartels. But. in fact, the 
US and other countries of the North car- 
ry a double respoiwibility. On the one 
lund, they are the main centres for drug 
demand. On the other, they act to reduce 
the price of Southern countries' main in- 
come source — raw materials — and so 
weaken the economies of the Third 
World. Nurlltem guvemmenis also ig- 
nore the money-laundering operations 
that convert illegal drug earnings into re- 
spectable bank account numbers in their 
countries. The amount of drug money 
laundered each year is estimated by ex- 
perts at more than S20U billion. Mean- 
Wr'hilu. industrialised countries arc the 
ones which control the arms trade that 
provides drug cartels and drug dis- 
tribution networks with their weapons. 
The same nations also sell the chemical 
substances used in drug maiiufacturing. 


Americans anger their aiiies 


'CANADIAN officials cautiously welcomed United 
States President Bill Clinton's d^ision to for 
six months foe measure that allows Americans to 
sue foreign firms doing business writh Cuba, reports 
Dina Abdel-Hafeez. The US had last week sanc- 
tioned a Canadian firm under the controversial 
Helms-Burcon law. provoking threats of retaliation 
from America's allies, mcludiog Canada. Mexico 
and the Euitqrean Union nations. 

The ClhitOD administration last week informed 
nine executives working for the Canadian mining 
company Sberritt latemational that (bey were barred 
from visiting tbe US. Two of these executives are 
prominent British businessmen. Tbe action meant 
that the Toronto-based company was the first n> be 
sanctioned under the Helms-Burtoo law,- which al- 
lows noo-American companies that sell buy or ben- 
efit from US property confiscated after Case's rev- 
olution to be sued in American courts. Clinton 
passed foe law in March, less than a month afr^ 
Cuba shot down two American civilian aitplaaes. 

The law includes terms denying US visas to for- 
eign businessmen who "traffic** in US property 
^hicb Castro's government nationalised after 1959. 


While tbe US continues a trade embargo against 
Cuba, Canada. Mexico and Europe are of the opin- 
ion that by investing in the Caribbean nation, they 
are giving the Cuban government a chance to re- 
main on tbe path to reform. 

Tbe decision to sanction the Canadian company 
caused tensions to rise betw*een the US and some of 
its trading partners. The United Kingdom delK’ered 
a fiercely worded protesi to foe AmcricaD State De- 
partment over what h called a "disgraceful and pre- 
posterous" blacklisting of the two British nationals, 
while Sir Leon Brinan. tbe EU's trade commis- 
sioner. denounced the law as "extrateirirorial and 
expre^niatory". 

Canadian Prime Minister Jean Chnhico authorised 
the preparation of retaliatory measures that would 
include allowing Canadians to sue any US company 
that uses the Helms-Burton law to attack Canadian 
companies doing business in Cuba. He also pledged 
to toughen federal law to protect f^n adian firms. 

’'By penalising tbe iovesttnenf interests of its clos- 
est allies, the US is damaging transatlantic relations 
and gK’ing comfort to Arose who it se^ to chal- 
lenge," said Ian Lang, British secretary of state for 


trade and industry, in London. The British Foreign 
Office comment!.^ that the two British executives* 
business dealing were entirely legitimate in the 
eyes of the British. Canadian and Cuban govern- 
ments. Lang told reporters, "This American action, 
which implies blaclunail and forcing its foreign pol- 
icies on its allies, is what angered Britain and Eu- 
rope. Afthough we Support the US's aim of bringing 
about dernooacy in Cuba, we reject the meihod.s. It 
is one thing to want to punish the couniry directly, 
another to take an action against the companies of 
friendly powers that do not happen to share the 
American view." AooorJr/ig to a US report, between 
too to 200 companies arc operating in Cuba on con- 
fiscated p ro perty and thus risk having their top ex- 
ecutives barred from (he US. Four British firms have 
alnsady stopped operations in Cuba and pulled out of 
the country. 

Sherrit International is not the only company fac- 
ing accusations in the US. A Mexican fimi and an 
Italian one ba«'c been identified by the US State De- 
partment as committing the offence of "trafficking 
in confiscated US property in Cuba". Mexico has 
proiesied against the Meln^Bunon law saying that 


it violates the principles of die United Nations, tbe 
World Trade Organisation and the North American 
Free Trade Agnwment (NAFTA). 

Canada also intends to take the di^re lo NAFTA. 
Canadian Trade Minister An Eggicton sai4 "It's a 
radical piece of Iccisialiun. it nc^ to be rethought. 
Cooler heads need to prevail and. particularly when 
ilwy get outside this election year, hopefully this 
will happen." Il is acknowledged that during an elec- 
tion year in America, anii-Castro lobbies c.xcn some 
influence. 

President Clinton was la.st week engaged in a 
round of rdqrhonc calls to European leaders to try 
to case allied concerns. Nevertheless, Clinton was 
unwilling to soften Ihc legislation since he fdt that 
such a move would weaken him against Republican 
prcskfenrial candidate Bob Dole, his rival in the No- 
vember elections. By freezing foe law, the US pres- 
idenl lues tried to steer a middle course between al- 
ienating die powcifui voting bloc of almost one 
million Cuban Americans in'routh Florida and fiir- 
ther infuriating key US allies. 

Edited by Gamal Nkrumah 


Famine 
looms in 
southern Sudan 

Alarm bells have been sounded that 
famine is about to break out in . 
south Sudan, reports Mariz Tadros 


For foe soufo Sudanese, survival is becoming 
increasingly difficult. During the last two 
weeks two dozen people living in foe small 
town of Maridi, southwest Su&n, have been; 
lulled or wound^ by foe Sudanese army's aef- - 
ial bombings. Several hundred foousaod more 
are on tbe brink of starvation because of a goyr 
ernment ban on Hercules C-130 relief aircr^ 
flying over the south. Many more are dying in 
the famine gripping the Nuba mountains in .the 
west because Khartoum has prevented any . ie^ 
lief aid'fiom reaching them. 

Last vreek tiie Lord's Resistance Army - 
(LRA), an extremist Uj^ndao Christian force, 
entered foe United Nations cefugee-canp of 
Asholi PLi in Uganda and slaughtered at lea^. 
ISO soufo Sudani. The Sudan People's Ulc- 
eration Army (SPLA) spidceanan, P^an I 
Amum, in Nainfoi said^tbat a fiirtber -2,000 
- were captured and taken'to the Sudanese gov-i. 
ernmeot camp in Torit in southeast Sudan, 
which Amum claims is a training centre fiv foe 
LRA. 

Conditions in soufo Sudan have reachedrock 
bottom, according to foe United NaticRS WoHd. 
Food Programme, which warns of a vkh- 
spread famine breaking out there. Tbe orgm* 
isation has protested that as a result of. the Su- • 
fomese government's refusal to allow 
dropping aircraft to fly over foe south, ^TOOjOQti • 
people will soon be drad. UN Sectesuy^. 
Genei^ Boutros . Ghali charge the .Sudsnere ' 
government with "unilateral and unjudtfied ob- 
struction of urgently required humaniterian as- 
sistance" to foe soufo. 

The Sudanese government has denied accusa- 
' lions that it is trying to starve foe south. "Ite 
government would like to express its surprise 
and sorrow and would like to confirm tbe keen- 
ness of tbe Sudanese government to deliver le^ 
lief to all persons aftoed by the war in the 
south," a Foreign' Ministry statement said. 

The latest r^HKt from die US-bas^ Human 
Ri^ts Watch oh political repression' in Sudan 
concedes that there are abuses by all parties in 
the war, including tbe SPLA. 

Folto^ng tbe World Food Prog ramm e's 
complaints, Khartoum has partially lifted the 
bw it imposed in June 1995 on Hercules C- 
130 planes Slivering aid to the soufo Su- 
danese. The ban was enforced on the jwTCext 
foat such large planes were used to deliver 
arms to foe SPLA, which foe goverameDt 
has been en^ged in a bloody war for foe last 
13 years. ' 

However; Abdon Agaw, acting chairman of 
the Cairo-based Sudanese H uman RJ^ts Or^ 
ganisatioa, told Al-Ahram Weekfy that. Khar- 
toum's apparent concession is uncenymemg. 
Hercules C-130 planes wUl Iro.^eUqwed-fo fty 
only one at' a time -and only until the Of 
July. Agaw insists (hat foe Sudanese, govern- 
ment's jraoposal that tbe World PiD- 
gramme's Operation Lifoline Sudan (OLS) — 
foe princ^ source of relief aid .for the soufo 
— rely on smaller aircraft and bo road trans- 
port w food delivery could ooly.be seen "as a 
deliberate policy to annilulate /foe pecq>le by 
starving ttetn**. Apart from the Hercules 
planes, the OLS has only two Indian light 
planes at tbe airport at Loldcbcrido. a Kenyan 
town 20 miles from die Sudanese border. 
"These light planes have tite.'c^city to cany 
between seven and 12 peoirfC. How on earth 
would they be able to deliv^ food for the mil- 
lions starv^?" Agaw said. ' 

Agaw rgected allegatioas.' that Hercules C- 
130 planes may have been used at any point to 
carry arras to tbe SPLA, saying that tbe Su- 
danese government has never bem able to find 
any evidence to prove thi$. The SPLA is only 
supposed to provide proteetitn for relief work- 
ers delivering suf^iies in.'SPLA-held territory, 
and Agaw insists that it is not involved in tbe 
distribution or administration of aid. "AJI foe 
relief workers are foreign. They have sworn to 
keep out of foe conflict and have no interest in 
arms delivery whatsoever," explained A^w. 

The most tragic situatim of all, perhaps, re- 
sults from the Sudanese government's pro- 
hibition of any relief aid reaching the nrillions 
of civilians living in areas wUch have an 
SPLA presence. In tbe western regions of Bahr 
AI-Ghazal and the Nuba mountains, many have 
died from hunger and hunger-related causes. 

"Every day more and more people .in the 
Nuba mountains die because tiie government 
refuses to allow a drop of aid ro go in, in an at- 
tempt lo annihilate them," Agaw said. The 
Nuba mountains is one of the SPLA’s strongest 
bases and demands for autonmny there have 
been most rigorous. The Sudanese government 
blames rebel resistance for tbe peoples' suf- 
fering. The outcome of 13 years of sporadic 
fighting between Sudan's Arab north and 
Christian and animist soufo has forced many to 
leave their homes and seek refuge in tiro, north 
or in camps run by the UN High ^mmissioncr 
for Refuged — mostly found across foe bor^ 
in Uganda and Kenya. 

"This constant insecurity, directly caused by 
government militia forces who mid and capture 
and kilC means that people can no longer lead 
normal lives. They are unable to cultivate land 
and feed themselves. Natinral factors such as 
floods and^ droughts exacerbate foe rituatiOD 
further," said Agaw, adding that forcing hunger 
upon foe people has been one of foe weapons 
used against foe population of south Sudim 
forouglrout foe war. 

Soliman Bakhcet. head of foe Sudan -People’s 
Liberation Movement (SPLM) — tbe SPLA's 
pulitical wing — in Egypt, told tbe Weekly that 
members of the Sudanese army and- foe Pop- 
ular Defence _ Forces, the goyemment- 
^ronsored. militias, have been regulariy board- 
ing and looting relief supplies as well as ha- 
rassing aid workers, making it impossible for | 
them to distribute aid in certain areas. "Tbe 1 
only way to stop the suffering is the imposition j 
of strict imcmatioiui] sanctions that . would .1 
force the democratisation of the govenunent in 
Sudan and force the authorities to assess foqir 
human rights record in the soufo," sugKSt^ 
Bakheet. 

Former Sudanese Minister of Natioaal 
Guidance Mahgoub Othman also supports ec- 
onomic sanctions against the Sudanese gov- - 
emmcnL Othman told tbe Weekfy'ihsi tbe Su- ., 
opposition as well as foe people in the 
south support sanctions, "since' sotuhenlera ; 
could not be worse off Than they are now. 
Sanctions will only affect tbe mterests of the 
government. The people, be they, in the north 
w in the south, have nothing more to loro. 
They have lost everything. The proof is . the 
outbreak of famine." 
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Tomorrow, 40 
years will have 
passed since 
Nasser uttered the 
words that were to 
shake the world 
and revolutionise 
Egypt and the 
Arab nation: 
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AlexamMa at the end of Jufy is a holiday 
city, and, with its long pabi^Ened 
beaches, its brilliant^ lit caf^ and 
shops, a place of beauty and excitement. 
As Nasser made his way slowly along the 
sea road to Menshiyeh Square in an open 
air car, picked out by a spotlight in the 
followiag car, thousands of Alexandrians 
and visitors lined the str eets to cheer 
him. There was an e lectri c feeling in the 
atmosphere, as though people were all 
unconsciously preparing to be partakers 
in high drama. Nasser was caught up by 
the excitement of the adventure on 
which he and the whole of Egypt were 
soon to be launched. When he spoke to 
the Cabinet and the RCC he had been 
grim and unsmiling. Now he was a 
different man, the popular leader, at one 
with his people, sharing their enthusiasm 
and showing that he shared K. [see 
photo above] 

Nasser had not prepared the speech he 
was going to make, but only made a few 
notes. He began by looking back at 
Egypt^ history, at the way in which 
ffiFoughout the ages its 
people had been exploited by 
one tyranny or another, 
foreign or nathre-bom. After 
he had been speaking for 
about half an hour he told his 
audience ffiaf Eugene Black 
had remind^ him of how the 
Khedive Said had given out 
the contract for the canal. 

*But|* he said, *de Lesseps 
imposed conditions on the 
Khedhre. I am not the 
Khedive, and I am not wlHing 
to accept conditions.* The 
code word had been given. 

IRahmoud Younis and his 
teams moved bite action. 

Therefore,’ Nasser went on, 

‘you should know of a decree 
diet has been s^ned by the 
Premdent of the Republic. 


Article 1. Compagnie Universelle du 
Canal Maritime de Suez shall be 
nationalised as an Egyptian compaipr 
and transfered to the state with all its 
assets and commitments. Article 2. The 
administration of navigational traffic in 
the Suez Canal shall be taken over by an 
independent body.” There were four 
more brief articles filling in details. 

There was a moment of silent 
incredulity, as the significance of what 
they had just heard sank into the 
quarter of a million people crowded into 
Menshiyeh Square. Then pandemonium 
erupted and scenes of wild excitement 
broke out in towns and villages through 
length and breadth of the land 
where millions had been clustered 
round their radios to listen to the 
President’s speech. Nobody in Egypt 
slept much that night. 


(Mohemed Hessaneitt Helkal In Cutting the 
Lion's Tale: Suez Through Egyptian Eyes, 
Andre Oeirfsfi Lfmrfecf. 1986. Reproduced In 
Al-Abram Weekly courtesy of the author.; 
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MEETINGS OF FOES: Nasser (top left) meets for dm first and only time with Anfliony Eden, who as British foreign secretary 
made a brief visit to Cairo in Fdmiary 1955. In tte photo above, Nasser b being filmed by Worid Bank president Eugene Mack 
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On 26 July 1956, in his fimious spoedi delivered at 
Al-Manshiya Square in Alexandra to com- 
memorate the fourth anniveEsaiy of King Farook’s 
ousting, Gamal Abdel-Nasser amnancd die-na- 
tinmaUcfltinn of the Suez Canal Cooqiany. **Our 
wealth and our limits lave been letamed to us and 
Egypt will build tiie Aswan Dam witii the support 
of her sons,” he told a delirious crowd. 

The move, which at first was interpreted as the 
angry reactioo of a leader who had been slighted, 
had been in fact thoroughly p rq>aie<h widi Egyp- 
tian personnel following a pre-driemuned scenario, 
ready to occupy simultaneously all the Ir^ posi- 
tions in the company at Nasser's signal, a signal he 
gave towards the eiia of his qwech. 

The take-over was fiilly successful and the canal 
continued its operation in Egyptian hands without 
the slight est hiccup de^e the West's predictions 
to the contrary. The Western powers never forgave 
Nasser for his boldness. 

On the morning of 27 July, Al~Ahram'i banner's 
echoed Nasser's cry. “Our wealth and our ri^ts 
have been returned to us," they proclaimed. “The 
Raiis Gama] Abdel-Nasser,” read the lead article 
on the from p^, “amiounced yesterday that our 
wealth and our ri^ts have been returned to us, in 
the name of the nation. Egypt will build the Aswan 
Dam relying in the future on her sms, their unity 
and their blood. Furthermore, die leader of the rev- 
olution proclaimed daring his speech at frie pc^Mdar 
rally in Alexandria tiiat tiiis great historical de- 
cision was his answer to the Wmt's refusal to grant 
Egypt a loan to build the Aswan Dam. His answer 
was a presidential de c ree declaring die na- 
tionalisation of the Suez Canal Company and the 
transfer of its assets, 
rights and liabilities, to 
the Egyptian people. He 
also announced the com- 
pensation of the emn- 
pany's shareholders at the 
share prices last quoted on 
Ae stock exchange, after 
freezing the company's 
assets in Egypt ^ 
abroad. While the great 
Rayis was proclaiming the 
nationalisatioD de c ree, 
men from Ae Egyptian 
Canal AuAority, which 
was taking over the com- 
pany, were actually taking 
control of all the buildings 
and facilities belonging to 
Ae com pany .** 

The full transcript of 
Nasser’s speech followed. 

The names of Ae new 
Egyptian key persoimel 
for Ae management of Ae 
canal, as Ibted on tfae 
presi^tial decree q)- 


Ba^iat Badawi, director of the co mpan y; Mahr 
mood Yoonis, dqnity dir ector and iqneseatarive of 
tfae Canal Autiunity; Badnri Unahim Ebmooda, 


depaty of tfae autiu^ty's boa^ Ibrahim 


reseotative of tfae Mimstiy of Irrigation and Piibl 
Wofks, top^ tiie list 

Predictuty, die fikeign {ness was mneh less ea- 
Ausiastic thm Al-Ahrwn about tfae event 

“Egypt nationalises Suez Canal; will use rev- 
enues to build Aswan Dam,” read tbe banner of the 
New York Times dated 26 July. 

Hus was sob-tided: *Vasser retaliates against die 
West’s denial of aid — London stunned.” The text 
which followed indicated how much London bad 
been taken by surprise. “Prime Minister Eden con- 
ferred hurriedly earlier today widi United States 


and Fiencfa dipln matv on Eq^S of 

V. Tbei 


tfae Suez Canal Company. Tfae news of tfae action 
by Resident Gamal Abdel-Nasser readied Sir An- 
tbooy last ni^ in die middle of a dinner party he 
was giving fat Kii^ Faisal of Iraq at 10 Downing 
Street, the prinm minister's residence. 

Sir Anth^ immedtately amfrxied with Sdwyn 
ZJoyd, British foreign secretary, and oAer cabi^ 
miniKterg and sexviCC dliefe, p r es e n t at Ae tUtmer 

“Leter he snmmnned Andrew Foster, Unit^ 
States chaig6 d'affiires, Jean Chauvel, the 
French ambassador, to die con fe rence at 10 Down- 
ing Street The meeting was still in progress after 
130 diis HMtrnng Eden bad sununoned many 
mne advisers. Present at die meeting were Lktyd, 
Viscount Kiliiiiiir, tfae Lord Chaneellon die Earl of 
Home, Seezdary of State fiw CommonwealA Re- 
lations and tfae Marquess of Salidnny, Lord Pres- 
ident of die Council” 


“Pre si dent Nasser's action appeared to have been 
a stmmtng surprise to British officials,” commented 
the New fork Times, adding : “Dining that mee^ 
the British could not come iqi wiA an immediate 
answer, but instead, decided that since it was Ae 
US actions that placed them in this situation tbe 
British felt that die United States must now stand 
firmly beside Britain in this crisis.” 

The Amoicans however, needed tune as well to 
recover from dieir own surprise. Also on 27 July, 
the New York Times ran another article which said 
in substance under die headline: US and Allies 
Talk ’TJigendy” on Canal: 'The State Dqw r tment 
said to^ tfa^ tbe Unit^ States Government is 
«w»guiti«g urgently wiA Ae other govermnents 
ooncemed” on Ae Egyptian nationalisation of die 
Suez Canal Company. Tbe department said tbe ac- 
tion of Resident Gamal /Add-Nasser “carries fer 
fetehing implications” and “affects Ae nations 
whose economies depend i^ion Ae products wAicb 
move dirou^ this intematKittal waterway and tbe 
maritime countries as well as Ae owners of tbe 
company itself.” A second item on the same day in- 
dicated Aat “Britain protested sharply to Egypt to- 
dty against tbe nationaU^on of Ae Suez Canal" 
Brriain charged diat Egypt’s “arbitrary” action was 
“a serious dueat to navigation.” 

Aooording to die same article, a Cairo broadcast 
monheaed in London, had armoimeed Aat die Egyp- 
tian gove mm eot bad refused to accqit tfae Biiti^ 
protest note, togeAer wiA a similar one sent by 
France: *^ailier. Prime Minister Ecten told the 
House of Co mm ons tlud the government bad in 
nund a number of possible retaliatory measures, 
such as bloddog Egyix's sterling balances”, Ae ar- 


ticle said. 

Moreover, Eden bad not ruled out a member’s 
suggestions tfaat warships could be sent to tbe canal 
termmuses under the nine-power Constantinople 
Convention of 1888, vriuch pledged freedom of 
navigation of the canal in peace and war. concluded 
the article. 

Nasser was quick to deliver his answer to these 
veiled threats. In Cairo, reports the New York 
Times, “Egypt announced Aat the Suez Canal had 
been put under martial law,” and “any action aimed 
at harming the mterests or properly of die na- 
tionalised company or impeding traffic would be 
siAject to Ae maximum penalty of the law.” 

French officials on Ae other hand, foresaw the 
possibility Aat Ae Egyptian seizure of Ae Suez Ca- 
nal Company would be brought speedily before the 
United Nations Security Giiinci] or tbe Inter- 
national Court of Justice m The Hague, as rqxMted 
in the French press of 27 July. Louis Joxe, sec- 
retaty-general of Ae French Foreign Ministry, sum- 
moned his principal aid^ to a coDference at Ae 
(^' d'Orsay, while Foreign Minister Christian 
Pineau told coirespondents that tbe nationalisation 
action was “of a type that suggests Colonel Nasser 
is at bay.” Pineau added th^ Ae Suez question “in- 
evitably would loom large in the discussions he 
will ^ve wiA Foreign Swretary Selwyn Lloyd be- 
ginning Monday in London.” 

Tbe move, commented one French journalist, 
took “the French Go ve r nm ent and the canal com- 
pany, uAicb has hs mam offices in Paris, conqilete- 
ly by surprise.” 

The rest of die worid was also getting into Ae 
act Prime Minister S W R D Bandaianalke in Co- 


lombo, Ceylon (Sri Lanka), a member of fae On* • 
lombo Powers, decided to consult die leads s of in- ' 
^ Pakistaii, Buima and Indonesia about Ae rit- - 
uatioD arising fimn Egypt's to na 

die Suez CanaT. The C^Ionere prenuer, i wa^ie- 
imrtBd, believes that die Egyptian govean lenti se- 
don “many serious inqitications.” He s of die^ 
opinion that discussions aojDxtg' dW ' 

powers closely connected wiA the issue ah uigeot- . 
ly needed to reach some friendly iindeistaatSng. 

“Tfae ColonAo Powers,” gnrnmging dwjVew-Tork' 
Times on 28 July, “constitute an infiuent^ seution ; 
of Ae Asian-Afficao bloc and aJso incl 
members of Ae BritiA CommonwealAi PoU|i( 
circles believe Aty will be able to mfli 
Egypt and Britam m resolving die Suez i 
Meanwhile, Lord Kiflearn, ftMTnw highjl 
sioner and ambassador to Cairo and an olU 
using militaiy mi^t against Egyptian lui 
moted his “five ways to beat Nasser” in the . 
Dispatch. Lord Killeam si^geked: 1) 
of tbe Suez Canal Zone, prefetably wiA U^j 
S tates and French su^xir^ 2) Oism^kion of Eg ti'S i 
use of tfae Nile for inigatioo by \ iter ; 

controls in Uganda, Etfaicqna md Ae ; ) A i 

pact wiA Israel; 4) Inducmiait of Moscow to c 
erate in exercismg pressure on Egypt ai^ 5) ' Ibe * 
diplomat’s way”, tha is, zeaffirmatiGn of tfae Co*. •. 
stantinople Craveotion of 1888 ■ 

dom of navigation tfazougfa tfae 
On 29 July AI-Ahram's front page carried A dd- 
Nasser’s answer to the flurry of activity md \ aled' 
direats made in Ae US, Ewgianrf an d France. rThei 
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Rayis wains Britain and France”, read the 
“and places on their shoulders the 
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nal’s navigation.” 
warning to the 
powers was thtt 
chose to use 
against Egypt, he w' 
taliate m Mnd 
said, 
national 
canal and 
navigation to sU; 
friendly nat y^n s 
however, was'a 
country and wouli 

eiate any interveni^ 

affeirs. Ai^ actios agsinst 
its soverein ri^be wmld. 
be met wim a ve^ strongi 
reaction. 
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Britain, France and Israel reacted to tbe nationaBsatioo by staging a tripartite aggression on Egypt. In the aftermath of the fiasco, the people of Port Said 
destroyed the statue ofdeLe 8 Scps(U 9 left), whicli marked tbe nortbem tip of die CmaL Above, Port Saidis flock aronnd Nasser in a eelebratioB of victory 
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vvodf 8 bai^ maiHnade diott cuf?, was finally 
ad^ived by an tasesi^iiloiis ledred 
to tdccade .die. beoe m crateodon wbirii'tim iban 
ooee^ chatted tbocoorse ofEgypt's faistc^ 

The idea pfcoonec dn gdieMe di tenaneanlo the Red 
Sea hu been an iolaimnait pieoccupadim dscKigjb^ 
EgypC^s faistoiy.''lbe eadiest i BCorded attempt was 
made Nedio (6t0 BC^ Utopian was toexleodan 

eaifi^'^cand di^ pijobat^.acoiiad 2000 BC fioin Lake 
'nmsahtDdMfRedSea.IteendeavourisTepoitedby 
; Herodotus:- ribtf ydnce [Necbo] fist icommeoced 
riwt raifial lenfingtt ifae Rin Sea, irindi Darii^- Idog' 
of Friaa The length of this canal 

is etpMl to ibur dayd voyage and it is wido'enougb to 
adimt'two triremes'lbcessL The wateis enter it fiom 
.the hffle, a lhde above die city of Bubasds. It tec^ 
minaiesm AieRed not ftrfiom Pefunios;‘ao Aza- ' 
Uantown.** 

The canal ran roug^ along the lines of tliepies^- 
day j*Hrrrt water- fiom tbe' N3b to ' tb6 BhtCT 
UoderdK Ptideanes,'an extensioii oonnec^ it • 
totbaRedSea itseffilThiscaiial, known as Tirian's 
nver (afler'Tnyan'vds) lestcned ft in die seoooa ceo> 
ttnyAD, ftini^&toftitodisrqiw),didnotseeni 
to have'Temaioed navigable for- lo^ Ceotunes later, 
tfae'AiiBb conqueror ASar Itxi At*’As',joined .the two 
scas'-by the canal wmdi be used to 

ii^wyw tgwtH^imfamtoSuezaiiddiencebythe 

R^seatoAzal^ ■ ' ^ 

Ihe'quesdon of Itypassnig the hole and jcimng me 

Meditenanean dire^ to dw Red Set Ity cutting a^ 
nd ditoi^ the Istimnn ^Suez also arose long belbie 

the Kdi'cefttuiy. The \kiietiaiis suggested h in the 

15di centuty in oite to recover dwlxidediey had 1^ 
to Hk fbebiguese 88 a vesult of die discover of tbe 
Cape bxfia. but the Mamebikes, 

pwfifit'ifr- E»pC in it; lefUsed to finance.ibe prcgect It 
was itotlu^ae French eapeditioa in 1798rbowew, 
with ftooleon sec«g in siidi.a ptqj« aposaT aie 
tneani w destroytog l^ftidi ctKnnieicial supremacy, 
that ^ ideB was atosMieRd agan seript^. Bon- 
aparJwaniedtoassurc'ttefiw 

Af iiMjftad Sea to the French Re^l^ , ^ 
Lend. i'Booapaite's dnefw^^. n mmni l at ^ 

. 5eSds'ofd» two seas, caa serious doubts on TO 

*m TTwlfiy Ttf dr ^ wctc not^ 


ioreatTOchgnpion oftfaeSuezscheTO . _ 
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French. Apperendy Mohained Ali decided dial be 
would ha:^ neUier and noifaing was beard until after 
hisdeadiml849. 

Ha ggitng between die powm was revived after the 
vicenty'sdmdL It is die^ writes John Marlowe, dot 
dre projeri captured dw undivided attention of **a re- 
tired Fiendi dmlono^ without money or znfluence, 
who had servedm Egypt about 15 years previoasty." 
Duxing die visit of a Finach mission to Egypt, St Si- 
mooian Premier pnfenrin atnwgly l emrnrnpnriwH the 
idea of the canl'to Mabamed All Ferdmand de Les- 
seps, following in Enfantin’s stq», was to make it his 
xasondevme. 

Afterihe death ofRmhim, Mt^amed All’s son, Ab- 
bas was app o ua ed regent for his grandfather Mo- 
bamed All The British proinptly put their idea of die 
railw^ to Wm, which by now had beeu devdq^ to 
' include a tine fiom Cairo to Alexandria in additioo to 
tbe one fiom Cairo to Sum: But Abbas bad his own 
a j itwi gfa m nifc of de>modenus8tion for Eg;^ 
It took nmefa patience and. diplomacy to tuni him 
around, . then to win the qipioval of the Forte, but die 
.Biftish were deipei^ ra stanqi out Ereoch influeiice: 

. dity eoidd not aftbrd to nuss 1b^ chance. 'ThmiiH 
' - volveddKmsdvesm.soinaziy intrigues that in 1851,” 
wftes Madowe^ 'i'diity enKr^ victorious having se- 
cured tbe rtihvay fireman” NotwidistaDdnig Abbas' 
flia Cafto-Akscahdria line was conmleted in 
1855 and die -CanO'^StiBz line in .1858, Abbas' su^ 
oesscu', Sttd, honoming his connnitraents. The raOr 
WK lata, extended to Upper. Egypt and branch 
. lixM' WTO ooQStxueted in die Delta. In 1855 die ele^ 
tricttlegR^entered£g)^ydu 1856 wasMed 
to Bmpe by aafomaiTOcableito Alexandria. 

White E^pt was mtfa modem times, 

.courted of litodonfoberi setve Brftid interests, die 
idea ofTO eami had remained m abeyaned. Only de 
Less^ devoted hB time to revn^fiie pi^eet. 

Tbm the wiiri cbangnl hib^g good tidingsto de 
Lessqis; in I8S4 Said sneeeeded i^bas. DeLesseps 
had be^eoded Said during Jus tune as-viee-consul in 
. Egypt- A fiit boy, had been put oo a pennaneut 
dirim^tdnkfliopd hB^dtrideLess^^ 
dared .hiaiMlf to him Ity foed^ him nMcaioni, 
which Said ado^ av^ tune he visited Said did 
not fot^ hto fii^ Soon de Lesreps was m pos^ 
sign iofa goncesskip.to ‘|ihe exchiave rights to 
and direct a'corepa^e umveridle for the coostruc' 
tiem and of a. canal tbreu^lhe Isthmus.” • 

Tbe concession stated tiiat the canal should be *'& di- 
rect cut between the Medtoianean and the Red Sea 
and ibri a fliesb -wata canal JfoouCd be dug fiom the 
N3e to the Suez litiamB and tlwn nm panfi 
sl^ canal:. Other points -included provisions of 

. ujnrtTAM /liwte aim! b 


be opened ip ships oTaU nanonaimes • The conces- 
sjon .was‘for.99 yeas witii tbe stipiiladOR that the 
compciw.'VbuId construet and ope^ die 
rawMilj mri'foe EST^rim provide 

si^ hu^ m bexe^iirsd add would reedye in 
return 15 per edit bf die netprp^--- ft was also pro- 
videddntlfaecomeessimiwouldharietobexstifi^lty- 
flieSultaiandde^Bcepswaein&BneddMtdieworig. 
imist not be started until the authority of die-SubUine 
F^baabediflibtBined,’’wiito5M8tldwe. 


After a technical study was completed, the statutes 
of die company were polished in 1856, fixiDg tbe 
cental at 200 million fiancs, divided into 400,000 
steies of 500 fiancs each providing that the 
head office of die company would be m France, fti 
July 1856, adds Marlowe, secret agreement was 
arrived at between Said ^ (de) Lesseps and pub- 
lisbed in a rice-regal decree, providing diat the 
Egyptian government would, ato taking into ac- 
count the seasonal req nn ements Egyptian ag- 
ricuhure, supply all the labour required by tbe com- 
pany. subject to the provisioo of accommodation 
and payment of fixed wages by the company.*' 

This decree was to cause enonziois contrcvei^ lat- 
er because the wockeia had m be supplied by tbe tys- 
tem of die ooTMBe (fiirced labour). Robert S^, in his 
woifc of fiction Le Seruf^tore d’Alexrmiie writes: 
"The ricooy was no longer willing to allow the com- 
pany to mobilise tfaousa^ of fellahs, but Ferduand 
de Lessepa was strangly oppe^ to any modificalioti 
of the areorda oonchntod during die rule of Sard Pa- 
. sha.” The oanriire goes on to relau that tbe question 
was put to Nqwleoa m for arbitration.. The emperor 
made his award.. He was for die discontinuance of tbe 
corvie. Toti^laoediecoDtxDgents of fellahs tbe com- 
pany launched a vast recruitment o twaiiuu for fiee 
wodeeis [who came] fiom all die Mediterranean eoun- 
tries." 

• &ftain reacted widi polite disapproval to the news of 
the concession. The Freodi, wide ^proving, made a 
pdn of difiawnciating themaelvM officially from 8 
jameet privately entsr^ised by ooe of their streets. 

Brftish and Freuefa ttaditioaal rivalty f(^ 
oppQRuoities to di^lay i&elf, while de Lesseps ex- 
ercised diplomacy on ^ fioois to allay fears and win 
allies, but to no av^ Tbe British remained c^iposed, 
the Fraich cbiDy and the banldog wtrid suspidous of 
deLessqisaidlusproieet. As fiv die Sultan, be v^idi- 
held his finnan. 

For all diese reasons when de Less^ arrived in 
Paris to die summer of 1 858 to put out his Prospectus, 
opening a s tfoscri p tion list “he was met re- 
sourefing ^ure." writes Marlowe. “Of tbe 220,000 
sbaraallonedto French nationals, (toty 207,111 were 
taken up. Said took 64,000 tm behalf of tbe Egyptian 
government Ofds balance ofll6,000 shares, only 
15,247 were subscribed. Relying 
•on a verbal promise by Said to 
take the unsold shares, de Lesseps, 

' unscTupulousty subseriteig wm 
to the viceroy, went ahead with 
die Rgistratkn of the c oi roaay 
with the Fieu^ Mimstzy of uom- 
meice and made the required dec- 


did not in fact possess.” 

De Lesseps went back to Egypt where Said bad coRi- 
pletety dtsassociated himself fiom the venture. Tbe 
viceroy and the saltan — finally in a yetm em on the 
matter — forbade him lo proceed. Ignoringtbem.de 
Lesseps annouDced the begmiiiDg of work on die canal 
on 25 .April 1859. .A d e ad l oc k d^toped. De Lesseps 
went to Paris to ask Napolemi in for help, qipealisg io 
E mp re s s Eugenie, a distant relativv offais. 

Pressure was put on the sultan the r e pr esen tatives 
oftfaeFrcDcbenipc^. The French, Briti^ and Turis 
seeing a opportunity to serve their own interests, bu^ 
led tbemselves manipulaiing each other. No decision 
was fenbeoming. De Less^ took it upon himself to 
ignore once more the p ^ go n isis who had been pitted 
against each other on his account and pr o ce eded slow- 
ly with tbe work on tbe canal. But be encountered 
more problems than r^-en be had expreted: the corv^ 
labour; tbe sweet water canal that the ccanpany was to 
dig liniaiig the Pelurian bnneb of die Nile to the Red 
tbe ^iecial concessiOD of land made to the French 
nea to this canal: and finally the refusal of the Porte to 
grant the finnan — all tbro had beccane obstacles 
which delayed any signrficam progress. 

Once again datb was to help de Lesseps out of 
his predicament Said died in 1863. He was suc- 
ceeded by Ismail oldest surviving son of Ibrahim. 
De Ltfss^ was once agsin launched on bis path to 
glory as Ismail's rdgn introduced tbe last aoJ suc- 
cess^ .episode in the canal saga. The-canal bad 
taken 15 years froin concession to completion. 
Now it needed a grand opening. Khedive Ismail 
made sure that tbe festivities commemorating the 
momentous ev'ent would go down in the history of 
Egypt as among the most ^lendid on record. 

Eugenie, empress of the French. Franz Joseph, era- 
poor of Austria, the crown prince of Prusia, die 
prince and princess of Holland among odier lesser r^- 
al figures wtre to grace sireultaneoasly an event wfai^ 
came id shine witii the radiance of a myth. Ibsen had 
come from Norway. Egyptologists Lepshis and Du- 
micben from Gennaity. the mayor of Manebester and 
the presidents of tbe Binningbam and Glasgow cham- 
bers of commerce came from Britain. 

The kbedive had chosen 100 most distinguished 
figures from among tiie 900 guests to honour them 
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specially with a tour of Upper Egypt 

Badr fiom ibeir excursion, the party, with the rest of 
the guest^ attended in Cairo tbe opening of the new 
opera. Aid^ the opera on a Pharaonic theme commis- 
skmed to Giuseppe Verefi, was not ready in time and 
R^letto WHS perfbrn^ instead. On another eve- 
ning, Ismail T^aled his guests with the spectacle of 
the Pyramids lighted with magnesium flares! Fjigi»ni«» 
de Mcxitijo, Napoleon m's wifo and de Less^’ many 
times removed cousin, was Ismail's most prized guest 
He bad honoured her with a palace specially built for 
her on Gezira island, decnated in “Orie^- 
Victorian” style, complete witii maible statues, 
wrought iron and satin covered chairs. 

Wbn tile time to <qxa the canal game, the kbedive 
Jouiney^toPortSajdoDfai5yactoiheM2firoussa,3c- 
con^xniedlv tile minister of the interior. Sh^ Paglw, 
and die Aime Minister Nubar Pasha. The prince and 
imDcessofHoU8nd8irivedoathe5Sraft: AstormofT 
the coast of JafSi threatened lo delay fonpaor Franz Jo- 
seph wtiio bad been viriting tbe holy shrines in Palestine. 
Defying die stomi however, tbe 5^ Gr^airived on 16 
Noven&r in Port Said, in time to greet tbe empress of 
the French. The crown prince ofPnssia sailed in at the 
same moment to witness the anival of the Aigle, the 
paddle wheel steamer which was conveying tbe em- 
press fitxn Alexandria. Five Brititii flagships were tbe 
first to salute her, followed ^ ^ips of other na- 
tionalities takn^ iqi tbe greeting witii a canoonade 
which is said to have lasted an hour. The emixess stood 
in a saloon shaded by an awning on the qiBrur de^ 
Cbeera rose fiom many ships, six ^yptian, six French, 
12 British, d^Geman. 11ttDiilclCspaiiish,Swedidi 
and Rusri^ had two ships eadi and tile Danes one. 
sides tbe navies there were co m mercial steamers — 
French, Italian, Austrian and Britisfa. 

The sun. however, refused to shine on the opening: 
idn had been fitiling for eight hours. Pavilims 
been erected to receive tiie dignitaries who were dis- 
embaridng. The first to walk on the wooden plank 
were tbe jaincess of Holland and her escort, Prince 
Tawfik, the khedive's heir. Then came E m press 
Eugenie, waring a plain lavender silk dress and a 
black hat, witii a bla^ plume. A black spotted veil 
Itelf hid her face. Around herneck, she wore a simple 
locket. Sbe walked down on the arm of tiie Austrian 
emperor, clad in a white tunic, scaiiet trousers and a 
cocked hat The kbedive was positively shining in a 
blue unifomi witii gold lace and broad green ribbtns. 
A seinutar with a gem studded hilt cooqileted his royal 
anire. This was Ms nxanent of ultimro glory, a mo- 
rneni he paid for deariy, mainly with borrowed mraqr, 
plungittg his OOUDBy mto a financial chaos which was 
to lake a ceottity to clear. 


Soureas 

Jolm Maikiwe, ^Dotting the flgmcfonr, (St Maitm 
Press, 1975) 

Destnond Stewart,- 

The Middle East: Tei^r^Janus. (Doubleday, 1971) 
Cairo. S.S00 Kmrs. (Thomas Cromwell Co, 1 968) 
^f^Se^USemq^hered’Alexandrie. (E^ondu 
Seufl, 1994 ~ 

The fiidfetiR, No 6 1 , Issued by tito Egyptian Education 
Bureau, Jan. 1952. (LondonWI) 
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“In the name 
Suez Canal 

nationalised”. Reco#w^^ .: ; = “K 

Nasser’s fateful wo^ conlli^ 

trigger a flutter of excfteiti^ito^^; 

hearts of millions of 

Ezzat sought recolle^^fiQC^^.^^ ' 

day from people 

to see, and join in, 

being made ' ■ . :;>.- 
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Entering the 
lion’s den 

IT WAS 48 boms befixe tbe oa- *'•■ ■'rj 
tionalisatioa that I was told I bad . .* 
to participate in tbe takeover. 

I was working in die pelroie- 
tan industrjr. My boss, Mab- 
moud Younis, brought me mto ' 
his office together with anottier 
cdleaaie, Abdef-Hamkl Abu 
Bakr,loci^ die door and threw 
tbe news in our iac^ 

It was stuDoing. We were so 
completely taken abadc that a 
fair amount of *«"« elapsed be- 
Ibre ^ of us uttered a single ■ • 
word in response. ' ‘ • ' : " v « 

During tte previous coigile of 
days, Younis had been, doing 
dimgs that were completely out of character for him. 
On 23 July, President Nasser mariced tbe fourth an- 
niversaiy of tbe revolution by inM^furarit^ a new 
pipeline to 1^ oil from Suez to Cairo, ftom that time 
on Younis was not himself. i 

He would come in Is^ for work, dsappear vridiout 
telling us where he was. He was abscnt*mitK^ He 
would take us hi tte eveniitg in his car and drive us 
around town for hours. But we never though diet be- 
hind that mood was such massive news. 

We knew that for tbe West tbe canal was more than 
a vital naval route. It was an economic asset We 
knew that it was In the intenssr of (he West to maintain 
control over the canal. 

Then Younis had to bie^ the silooce. He told us 

that it was top secret and that we were' not allowed to 
break the news to anyone. 

It was a dilemma. We had no infonnatioa on the ca- 
nal Yes, we knew a few ditnjgs, but these were only 
giddelin^ We needed details. We could not ^ 
questions to avoid dramng attentkm to the matter. If 
anydiing had been teaked the natiOTalutation would 
have foiled. 

It was a very Afficulc situarioa h was like entering 
a lion's den. 'We ended tqi gettmg a lat^ number of 
books. But we could not tate thf^ massive vohimes 
borne test we attracted any atteotioa We also could 
not stay kxig hours at tbe office because we bad to act 
normal to avoid our families realismg that something 
was afoot We kept saying, ‘'But what if we foil? 
What if it doesn’t work out? What will become of 
Egypt?" 

So Younis firmly put an end to this mood. He 
told us that we had to come up with a plan for 
Nasser to review and approve as soon as possible. 
He told us that we had to nomioate people for die 
task. He told us diat Nasser would announce the 
news in his speech in 48 hours’ time and that we 
had to act fast. 

And indeed we did. We chose a number of people; 
some were from tbe array, others were civilians. They 
included engineers, economists, legal experts and oth- 
ers. But we never told them airything a^ foey never 
knew each other until hours before tbe qieration was 
carried ouL 

Then we told each one of diem that they had to be 
re^ to leave at short notice to foe desert for a secret 
mission and foat foey should not under ony circum- 
stances reveal this news to anyone. 

When they met for tte first time to leam of tbe task 
diey were assigned, we were in Al-Galaa Cmip in Is- 
mailia. Some of them, I must say, were completely 
taken aback. Some were terrified. Ofoers wanted to 
walk out. But everydung was contained. 

In camp thm were ab^ 20 people. Some of 
us stayed in Isinailja where the main beadquafters of 
tbe Suez Canal Aui^rity was situated. Anotber group 
went to Suez where foere were ofon offices. A food 
group went to the offices in Port Said. In Cairo there 
were two people assigned to tbe Garden City office of 
foe Suez Canal admimstiatioa 

The arrangement was that eveiy member of foe four 
groups would listen to Nasser's speedi on foe raefio, 
and wben they beard him say foe word “de Lesseps" 
foey would enter the offices and enforce the na- 
tionalisation. 

Nasser must have been very worried foat something 
mi^ go wrong if we did not take notice ofhim saying 
“de Lmseps". So he repeated it several times and foen 
he said foe memocabte words, “In foe name of the peo- 
ple I dedaie foe nationalisation of foe Suez Canal" 

Thank God everything went alrigfoL There was 
no violence involved. It was euphoric. We were in 
the offices enforcing tbe nationalisation when 
people took to the streets declaring their support. 
We could hear foem singifig, "We nationalised the 
canal" 

Bui foe nationalisation was not just about one day's 
work. Larer there was the task of k^ing foe canal 
fuDctionii^ Tbe Egyptians woridng in foe canal were 
not experienced enough to opei^ it. Things were 
particulaity tough after foe toreign company with- 
drew its staff. Luckily, seven seasmed navigators and 
engineeTS — who were Greeks — stay^ on and 
named foe Egyptian staff. 

1 know mu some pet^e criticised die na- 
tionalisation because of the subsequent trqxittite ag- 
gression. But I want to say tor tbe record fou the fbi^ 
ei^ company knew foat it was uqiposed to leave foe 
canal in 12 years so it did not invest at all in main- 
tenance or upgrading 

If we had not natiraalised the canal then, we would 
have received ajunk navigation route in 1968 (die ex- 
piry of the concession lease). We just had to do it 

East AcM 

Former chairman of the Suez Cano/ Auffto/^ 
and member of the cenalna^onaSaattontaBk-tone, 
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Against all odds 

A CALL from Nasser broi^ foe news to me 24 hours before fop oa- 
tknalisatkm. He asl^ cne, ‘Kacnal what do you think will happen if we 
nationalised ^ Suez canal? Do you foink we stould natiooBlire it?' 

My reqxxise was qxxitaneous. I did not foink twice. Immediately, I 
told him lu's go abe^ There was 00 heatstxm. 

Tbe ««m 1 is ours. We always knew that it was d^ with Egyptian 
Mood and swe^ It belonged to us and we had every ri^ to cmtrol h. 

We wanted to build tbe IBgh Dam. We bad to buOd the High Dam. 
Egypt* wanted to exp^ its agricultural zme. We wanted to modernise 
oio: industries. For diis we needed water. We needed water to irrigate 
foe fields and we needed water to generate electricity. 

Tb^ nationalisation led to tbe constiucticxi of tbe Dam and the 

High Dam opened foe door fordevelopmem. 

I clearly lemember foat ahortiy brfore foe nationalisation deciskm 
was made, an English diplomat serving in Cairo visited Israel and met 
wifo Ben Gurion to discuss Nasser. Bn Gunon adeed tbe British of- 
fidalr-' What is that Nasser tiiinking about Israel?’ 

When foe diplomat responded foat Nasser is not thinlring anydnng 
dxHit Israel at foe moment because be wants to focus oa develapment 


first, Ben Gurion told him: ‘This is the worst news I have heard'. 

I thought about this wbra Nasser was telling me foat he was going to na- 
tionalise the Suez Canal 

The nanonalisalioa was one of Nasser’s most daring decisions. On that 
day, Nasser stood against all odds. 

'We all wanted to see the canxl natioDBlised. We all believed foat it 
would be silly to wait for 1968 — the diie date for the return offoe canal to 
Egypt [unda tbe coocessioD a gre ementj. Wj^ waste 10 years? Also we 
never rtally bad any guarantee that foe foreign company would stick to 
dtecoirn uj tmet i t and tond over foe canal on foe due 

Wben Nasser and.I spoke on the phone w did not articuJate tfaese ideas 
in so many words because we knew them. 

Tbe DBtionatisatira was really a good decision. Those who lived 
throu^ ft can never forgot the glory that came to Nasser during that tune. 
It was a really ^orious tnomeat in history for Nasser. 

The nationalisation was not just about the building offoe High Dam; it 
was also about national pride. We were t«l letup alx^ liberation; and the 
nationalisation completed this liberatioo. 

When Nasser nationalised the canal be rejected all attempts by the West 
ro humiliate Egypt 

TTte we felt — everyone of us. every Egyptian — when ihe na- 


tionalisatira was declared was beyond words. 

Id his qieecb in Alexandria, Nasser said, ‘In the naine of the 
dare the oationalisation of the Suez Canal'. At that ntornert 
everyoDeofus. ' * 

Of course foere were the concerns about foe West’s reaction. N 
signed to me tbe task of forming tbe natiqoal liberation army |p 
foat any attaiHc would bere^poTMted to promptly. j 

Of coiare there was the trfoaitite aggrestioD m October as aibacti 
the Westein fbrctt to foe luticanlisation. Yes. This is an tnie. Blit 
no otiiCT ahernalive. 

over dre nationalisatipn and they were spying we will go to war 
I'kn^ that sdirte people said that the ratiot^iratidti 'was 
cakulatedmove, but dtey arc simply wrong. ' ~ 

And in face of everything, Nasser never lost his poise. Hc 
should not have done this. And the people were bdindNas 
h is fascinating that Ido not remember where I was wbai 
fiom Nasser. I do not remember -where I was wfaesn be 
booaUsatioa. 1 remember no details. AU I remember is 
phone tcDing me the news. And his voice declaring the nati 
Kamal EWin Hussein 
Mamberof too RovoMkxi Command CouncS 
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A master 
stroke 

AT THAT time I was stiU a student 
doing my summer internship in 
Al-CU (foe generation) roagaane. 

We used to gafoer in tbe hallway 
next to the news room of AMerSa a 
magazine to listen to Nasser's 
^ireches because we did not have a 
r^o in our news room and portable 
radios were rare at tiie time. 

rJa^ii^ to Nasser’s ^reecbes. 
especially those on 22 and 26 July 
were always a must 

But that year his speech was 
rtifferenL It was not tiK usual about 
tbe match towards developmeiK and 
increasing foe national income. 

Froru die b^inning Nasser 
focused on tbe issue of braiding tire 
Hi^ Dam. In his charismatic way 
he told tbe sto^ of Western attempts 
to abort Egypt's plans to build die 
dam which was meant to boost bofo 
industry and agriculture. His 
narration was so dramatic; bis voke 
rose in pitch. 

So when be said his famous words 
‘In filename oftiie people I nationalise 
foe Suez Canal' we were all ready to 
bear h andbe forilted with it 

Yet at the same time, we were aU 
dumb-<5truck. It was most 
unexpected. It took us a white to 
actually react 

My first response was to pick up 
tbe ffom arid reU my foziiily foe 
news in case they had missed H. 

1 Spoke wifo my Uliterate 
gRmdfiito who Irept asking me if 
nationalisation meaxis foe 
belongs to Egypt. 

On my way back home I rode on 
two buses. And on both buses pei^le 
were taUdng about nothing else but 
the nationafisation. I heard women 
ululating on foe buses. 

On tbe bus, on the street, and back 
borne there was one phrase repeated 
over and over again everyone: ‘It 
was a darbat me 'alan, a master 
stroke. 

The following day I was in Port 
Said. The city did not ste^. 

Literally. For months, fiiere was so 
much joy. But also dim was so 
mueb action. Egyptian staff was 
coining in to repl^ fits outgoing 
foreign staff of die 

And when tte tripaxthe agression 
hit, people stood up t^ainst it. It was 
dear where that was conung fiofzL 
People knew fiiat ^ypt was pwing 
the price for standing up in die race 
of tbe impe^ Western forces. 

But eveiyme still believed that foe 
aationalisatioD was a darbat 
me'alem. 

Amina Shaflq 

k4en^ of the council of the press 
synOalB end senior etMor at 
Al-Ahram. 


United we stood 

I WAS borne Ustening carefully to Abdel-Nasser's spmb 
and 1 had a feding sos^Qax^ was m the malting. 1 felt ^ in 
tito air dnt sometfanig was going to'bsppen on chat day. 

It was obvious from a speech that Nasser made after foe US 
wifodrew its promises to support Egypt in building foe High 
Dam. He did not say anything in that speech, but I could feel 
it tom his words a^ the tone ofhis voice foal he bad a plan , 
in nrind- 

Nasserbad SO much {aide, stTitwould have been very un- 
like him not to react Then when be said it, iiv hU 26 July 
speech, 1 was so thrilled. 

The nationalisation offoe Suez Canal has been on tbe plat- 
form ofthe Egyptian Commuzust Party since foe early ISCOs. 

It was a wish bdd by every Egyptian. So wben Nasser an- 
nounced it there was an overall emotional upheaval across 
tbenatioa 

Before foe nationalisation I was one of Nasser's Cfiponents. 

I was apposed to tbe ooo-democratic approach of what I 


thought was more of a coup d'daifoan a revolution. 

The nationalisation was a symbol of full Liberatioo aod h 
melted the ice between Nasser and the communists and foe 
other forces offoe left We all stood together in a terrific tnan- 
Ifestatioa of national unity. We bad a feeUog that we were 
walking into an overall confrontatioa with foe Western im 
perialist forces and that we all had to be united. 

Following the nationalisation, democracy was in foil swing 
in Egypt was about tbe only time when tbe Egyptian 
Coiinnuiust Party was allowed to publicly distribute its leaf- 
lets on the streets, it was a meoxxable time of cautious joy 
and joint struggle. 

I remember setting up a headquarters to recruit volunteers 
to join tbe ranks of national liberation forces. 1 remember 
building contacts wifo residents of Port Said to gather in- 
fbrroatioD a^ send it to foe official side. 

And wben the tripartite aggression hit, we were all there for 
each other. 

Mahmoud Ambi EI^AIem 

Wf^ and Hterary critic 


Thrilling shop 

I WAS in nqr office in Cairo, listu 
^leecb in Alexandria on the radio, 
sudden I beard has sayizig, ^ 





secret until 


a while for die 


was 00 tbe other 


rid, listened to 


deligfaL^was 


we talked on tbe ' 


br emotion. I had to 






The battle for Suez bad to be fought over and over again. Nasser at the front in 1968 
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It could’ve waited 

THE NATTONALISATTON offoe Suez Canal was a dear 
wish to foe heart of every Egyptian, h really meant a lot for 
every Egyptian to see canal run and administered 
Egyptians. T^ canal is a part of Egypt and no Egyptian 
would ever agree to see it under the control of a foreign 
body. 

I was in Gaa when Naser declared tbe nationalisation. At 
tbe time the radio waves fod not reach Gaza. So I did not 
hear the news first hand. 

It was on foe evening of tix day of aarionalisation dut foe 
news started to spread. I was completely astounded I did not 
believe it At fiiA foere was uncertainty. But everyone was 
tali^g about it. 

The 'following morning it became a certainty, and all 
Egyptians were so happy. Hjcre is no doubt about rt 

But some people, whose reaction went beyond the mere 
eu[fooria over foe developn^t, were apprehensive, Nobody 
questioned the sationaJisatioo act as such, but some indeed 
were con ce roed about the way it h app e ned 


I do not think that we were well prepared for it There were 
con c erns of retaliatory actions by the Western powers and it 
happened. It happened at a time when we were not ixepaied 
enou^forh. 

Personally, [ was so shocked to hear Nasser, in one speech 
thot he made in 1965, saying that at foe time the canal was 
nationalised Egypt bad not yet trained even one single bat- 
talion to use tbe arms imporred from Czechoslovakia. In oth- 
er words we went along with the nationalisation scheme at a 
time when our army's combat readiness was questionable. 

So, one cannot help but wonder Could it not have waited 
for another year wben the army would have bm in a bener 
sh^re? 

Yes, ii was a great move on the road of liberation that was 
gr^y welconM not only in Egypt but across tire Arab 
worm and Africa where the ami-imperialism trend was on 
foe rise. 

I am not at all uixlerestimatiag the historic value offoe na- 
tionalisation, but I just think it was miscalculate. 
Ma’meun EHiodelbl 
Sjooitosman for ilta ouOhwotf AAisAn Brotfier/iood. 


Canal." 


I did not believe it. I just coul^ not. It was a 
complete shock, a thrilling one. 
reaction of the people listening/o his speech 
in Manshiya Square (Alexand^) made. me. 
realise that it was all true. 


At the time I was working as 
Cairo military zone ai^ 1 not 
about h before. It was a closely { 
tbe last minute. But 1 must say it 
news to sink in. 


Then my telephone rang. My 
end of the line. She was not 


because wben Nasser made a 


nation, actually all of the Arab 
him. She was calling to express 
really happy. I was very h^jpy, 
We almost wept for joy 
phone. 

But there was not mudi 


attend to niy duty to secure 
possible letaliatoiy attadc 
make sure diat foe entire city ^ secure and that ; 
there were erraugb supplies ftr ernergeiictes. 

The day offoe nationalisablin was a day in, tire 

life ofall Egyptians. I really sw the entire nation ' 
taking to die streets. There w-m men, women aid 
chilcfien. They were all di er^pi essing dieir . ; 
support for Nasser and tbe i^lution. 

The nationalisation was ofNasser’s incisive ; 
moves against tbe imp^IUt West and it paved foe 
way for foe foil liberation ofEgypL OadMdayie- 
wastheberooftheeiitiieiutten. ; 

Amin Howridi | I 

formerministerofdefonoel J 

andfbrmertduefofthelnieiBgenoeSe/vica. i 

*We felt sd proudj ' 

I WAS not listening to fo^ speech 1^ Nasser on the. 
radio because I was on nfr way to ^ train sraoo } 
to buy a ticket to Cairo. Tvraswoikiiigasa^Ml 
teacher in Alexandria. Arid that : 

summer holidays so I wanted to visit xny fefoi^ in '• 
Cairo. f-* • 

1 thought that during Nasser’s q > ee ch woh agood 
tinre to go buy tire ticto because «4wn Na^ 
^poke everybody listened Really, tirere is bo- 
exaggeration tbm. Eqwcially iu tiuu time.' 

I was on the street ara all of a sudden people 
swarmed all around me. There were enmaty of - 
them. It was unbelievable. 

Thc>’ were shouting Nasser's riaine. 
Initially.IdidnotkDOwwhatw8sg0ixigod|I 
thought foere was an at temp t to assassinate foe 
president. { 

ButitdidnottakemeverylongtoreaUsewfaat I 
was going on ;tbeSuez Canal was nationalteed 
I rnun say I completely fiffgot about the holidaya 
forthatday.Itdidnotlo^likeagooddayiotiy j 
and travel to Cairo. • • | 

Everybody was so happy. It wasieailyra > | 

rnemorabteday. I 

It is almost as memorable as the day of the H 

revolution. People were in tears really. We fitit sq ‘ 
proud ]. 

Soad AH I, 

A reared school teacher. h 
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How is it that ASEAN has emerged as the unrivalled show- 
case for Third World development, asks Gantal Nknimah 


StZI- - ■ ”v» ASBwaanoD oi 9Cn0l *«iaw 

fWBhided its amnial mmaeriiil 
the XodosesiaD coital Jdenta. IVoie^ • 

“«»raaiiwM and bnamSSS flw 

cranast io otber rimflwr of 

Wodd leados inso&r as Invna cleady de- 
1?®*®:®“* fiiwBEd-kxftsiig sbaingic judge- 
m|^ T h^tt also a ffiffeRsice inpe ro ie uti on about:- 
wm a fmooal eo cuKirntf , ffOdmag n actually 

Atm. ASSAJTs iatexnatianany 'Bcdatmed po 

«™nce and piesfige make h « ftr ay ficm 
^famsatwai. of Afiican Itei^, Oe Axd> 

2“ ew ^ Sotidi Aaba I^ouial ComeratioiL 

Coiii^ASEANi8diefimtdi1aisesttaa^wiwt> 

na afer feSJnhed States, Japan aid &e Enropean 
Uojm. A^AN*s eaqiofts and aopotts now have a 
combiDed total vafatt of S700 bOIiao amnially 
Whicbewc. way we m the Thnd Wodd turn — 
aim we, dr-xnue jaecisdy our jjave 

m a good manber of oonffieting dototidos smee 

oaiiiiria tfi<i«wiii1«iin. fn t 


m. 1996. . Pngected edOeettve ASB/U4 eimort 
.gnmdx jales tor 1996 were esihnatedto'toial lepa 
cent, bdngjqg die total vahw of aqxats to S350 bO- 

•HOBL 

The sb-eaOed fiee madeet developnent of AS- 
EAN lig^ ccbnoiiries seemed in the 196Qs to be a 
gantofe fira^ wiifa ridesL Yet tiide is no gettmg 
ann^ toet tott ASEiUTs maaele 

an mqnmig sne eess stoiy. Yes, we esn gram- 


m m toe fifties and dxties — k seems toat we can poUieseo 
do tattle ligta ontoe economic ficatt. Ths notable ' aaosm 
ooqitians to oar i»edk»aieik have been toe Soath toe^ra 
East Asian tigerecononnes of ASEAN. WlQT? Be- mota coal 
twem lS>6Sand 1995, Matagtoa, Indonesia,’ toe Phi- planned ec 
uplines,- SmgiQMre and Thailand giew at an ave^ What is 
^ cate ofseven per cent per anmnn — aiatewell sa^tsto 
above toe wodd average of atonid 3.5 per cent dm- -wotoedha 
^^pasttoree decades. Mea&wfail^ the lakaitiir dgnandli 
based A SBAN seamariat (fiselosed tom cunent notddy A1 
,acoomitdeficitooftoeocganisttooD*s member-states hfiddle Es 
decreased fiomSlMfaillion in 1995 to $4.2 bilBon teveoopsi 

Small business loans 
in Borg El-Arab 

WITH THE.aimaf.eRcoiflaging invnstinentanddaveldp- 
ment toe Sodal Developinent Fund signed a conlFactvdth 
toe Borg E^Arab Jnvetior's Assodatlon to allocato LE24nm' 
in loans for smafl Investors wKKn. toe cily. Mohanied FSrag 
Anwr, head of toisassbc&rilon, said toe loais wU be used 
to set up workshops and toctories toot win operate as 

feeder industrfe& ' ‘ 

to additk)n,se^ peiic^cftoeseJoaris (approx 
LE1.2mn) will be earrnarked for bulkfing a permarient head- 
quarters of toe assbciatloit: 


sooedes; eqdcniative laboor laws and toe s&flii^ of 
. chrS ItoerdcA Att’itoatevm toe daxtoonimgs, AS^ 
BAiito^UitiM.betia^ianaiiiyodieeixf^ in 
toe Third Wodd. In toct.'its emagmg audeets do 
itot; sttibdy speddn^ seed to be linitoered w^ 

. lo^ mteouatoDd aata toat » associated wtoi toe 
pejorative term "Thnd Wodd" more. 

llw tigtf eeoincimito Of Sonto East Asia are ofien 
cited as eaenariaiy niodds of fiee market or capiial- 
ist .devsdepmeBL. Bat idiet is often overiooked is 
fiiBt ASEAN*s govenaneats — reed toe state or 
poUic seetta- — {diQfed a cenixal and cndediole in 
' esezgising toe economies of toe So eon&aiy 

to con am ca pseconcaved ideas, A^AN*s devdop- 
mota ooald jam . as wdl be seen as a modd 
planned economic de v d opmeHt 
Whm is imtqtMi dxwt Sonto'East Asia, it is often 
' said, ts'toe way m which toe political i «<t * TBii i p 
'worked'hind in band iritfa emrepreamos, both fix^ 
eiga andlbcaL In otoer r^ions oftoe Soufti, nwr* 
notddy Afiiea, 'Soatfa Asia, Tjiiiit America and tbe 
hfiddle Ea^ it "tinnw qgieacs as if BOM anm emg 
have oon^Mted to towact toe e magaic e of an en- 


tr^nenewid elms -- and in jNtrdculm cm that is in- 
terested m productive, as opposed to utqxodiictive, 
comiBereiar veatiaes. The aaue of mamifecairiiig 
production in fc«nnw»gf of ASEAN bas been 
rismg dramatically over toe past few decades, Man- 
u fe cteri n g now eoostitnres on avetage between 25 
and 33 per cent of the gross do m estic piotoict in AS* 
' BAN'S economies. are do longer closed econ- 
omies toat are decedent on tbe export of primary 
raw anterials. The tiger economies, unlike Afikan, 
Latin American and Middle Eastern develqpii^ 
ecnocxnies, are to^ open export-oriented man- 
■ utoctnriog eooQoo&es. So wboe have toe rest of tbe 
devrinping nadoos Of toe Souiii gone wrong? Why 
has A^AN simeeded where odm toiled? 

There are no lea^y avuUde answers. Yes, toere 
ae mar^ toeories ^^ng abnn. And perfMpg ifae 
most ini p rrtMrf pointCR stiess political stability, 
In^ average s a vit^ rates and faoge investment in 
matpower, **«*w»«^ ixaimng and toe e ducati on of 
women. Direct and indtaect American mvesttnerit in 
dre tegiMi, sriiidi was d e signed to comain toe 
spread of coanramian, also played an imp on am 
part and mnst not be und er est im ated. Tbe US not 
mdy p nn » ] t^ »i vast ioio lywy^-na imu Titict Sonto 
East A^ it also tt ans ft o ed vahaMe ttcfanoiogy to 
dieregioa. 

Tbe war was lost in Vietnam, but American iater- 
vendoa in Vietnam did stem the tide of commmiism 
in Sooto East Aria in toe 1960s and '70s. While oto- 
er regions of toe Hard World sangried to ensure 
dwiraeonity by esqiaiMfing their deteace bod^ets 
«nd mnimg dieir e c o n o mi es in tbe process, Soirto 


East Asia, whfa its reliaose on the American secur- 
ity uctorella, was rineided fioo toe worst effects of 
die teiriUe drain on resources that ibe arms tenld-iqi 
in otoer regions of toe South entailed Today. Viet- 
nam is toe seventh and latest addition to toe AS- 
EAN tomiJy. 

South E^ Asia undeniabty bad a bead start in dc- 
vriopmeot. Ftagmatic is a word many in toe West, 
and maeasiE^y many more in die Tfaiid Wori^ as- 
sociate with "good governance^. Stnasm and kng- 
lasting is an expression fiowned iqxm m the West, 
ftagmaasm, a hallmark of ASEAN, is characts- 
iriioliy us^ as a euphemism for the practices of 
autfaorhatian regimes. Soirto East Asian leadera are 
cbaiacferistically pragmatic. A case in point is In- 
donesia's sttmigman. President Suharto. After a 
quick trip R> Europe recendy for a toorou^ 
oKck-qp, German cardiologists {xodneed a clean 
bill of bi^to and {vonounced the septoagenatiaD fit 
to role a natioa of 200 mfllioiL He siqtervised In- 
donesia's transfbnnadon fiom one of ilie poorest 
Third World nations mm a peomismg emerghig 
maikcL 

Sooto East Aria has powerfid, and aodioritatian, 
leaders like Indooesia's Snhaito and Singtpore's 
Lee Kwan Yew, toemer premier and now senUx' 
minister, who ha\ie rimnned the populist ifaetoric of 
levohnioDsy Third World leadm suA as In- 
donesia's tost presidea^ Aimed Sidcamo. "Tbe 
contrast between the policies of (former President] 
Sukarno and ftesideot Suharto in rnAwM»ri» is ody 
toe clearestexaaqde ofanmegen^regiooalphf^ 
nome ooa. This is a pbeoemeaeo tot was and wiD 


remain a basic toctor in toe success of South East 
Asia countries," Professor S J^aknmar, toe Sioffip- 
ore an minister of foreign afEtns, noted at a lectme 
delivered at America's Georgetown Uni versity in 
A;sjl tins year. 

What sort of "pheocmenca” did l^donnar 
mean? SnDply put, it is a question of social co- 
hesion. politin stabiljty azu ecutoime viability. 
"South ^st Asian g o ven a n en ts have been SBCCC»- 
ftd in creating a degee of social ettoesitm and poift^ 
ical st^iUty essetirial for ecoximic devdopment. 
This has reuribreed development wtoieh in turn has 
xeinfixeed sodal coberitn," Jayakumv noted. 

The ASEAN experience is umqne in many ways. 
ASEAN, altne among toe eoononne nd 

political groupu^ of toe Third World, is an organ- 
isatioo dial fimetioas welL ASEAN is taken se- 
riously both by its member states and by outsidea. 
Inde ed , as Jayaknmar stated, ASEAN "is a way of 

«lmlaitoig ai^defeMqgtiatio«Ml w>tM«t_ Thft meaft . 
ureof tegkxial c o ryeraiion in South East Asia can- 
not be mer^ die nnmber of projects ^reed and xm- 
ptem e nted. For each ASEAN member, die 'ASEAN 
nctor* is a necessary and real element in die eal- 
culatioD of national i nterest The wei^ of tins in- 
tar^ible toctor m^ have varied fiom issue to issue 
and over time. But h has never been entirely ***«»«*- 
ASEAN coopetaticxi has not erased tire old 
of eoimetitioo and conflicL But it bas rignifictiidy 
ccatroQed them and made them less dangerous and 
less relevant to day-to-d^ interactuxis.** 

Sndi a sioatioD is yet to vpear in Afiaea, Sooto 
Asia, Latin America and the huddle East 




-Palestinian advertising company 



Ibrahim Nafie, chafr^ 
man ami adll^in- 
chMcrf/U-Ahram, Mch 
haihod RashM, Pn^' ' - 
MentArafaf a economy 
Ic advisor and Khatod 
AMJssHl signing lha 
contract Attending tha 
signing wara'alftoAdal 

OTadvarthdngmd ' . 
mambar ctf 0ialK>ard 
of AI^Ahram 


PRE9E)ENT Yasser Arediat ha^ the. idea 
pirt forward by Ms adwsbis who) suggested 
the estebB sh ihent af 'ihe Inst Paleslfnlan- 
EgypOan adveittring <. conipany;« AMhram 
was chosen aa ittw Egyptfah/partr^^ Ib-- 
raMm Nafie,-ctiainnan arid edHop^n-cMef of 
Al-Ahiaih,- reprssenfirig the Egyptian side, 
signed' fifo' obnlrac t wiSi Moham^ Al- 
Rashid. PresUerit Arafat's emm 
or whOsiBpreaeniad fhe;pedeslir^ 
pany for Comrneidai Sehneas, which is a 
government company.. 

Khaled Akisail, who leprasanted lha- 




After 

signing tha 

agreement, 

Ibrahim 

Nafie 

shakes 

hands with 

Gecuge 

Bantos. 

Next to him 
IsAdelAfifi 
and Mustafa 
Al-Bortukali 




^ Ahnied Kamd Awad 

Palestinfan private sector, signed the 
contract with Mustafa' B-Bortukafa‘, Al- 
Ahram's legal advisor who attended the 
signirig of the a yeem bnt Also attending 
the ^rung were Adel Mohamed Afifl, gen- 
eral manager of the advertising depatment 
aiKl member oT the bead of Al-Ahram, 
Geoige Bantos, ragionai manager of PhiTip 
Mor^ and duty free shops In Palestine, 
Jordan and Egypt George Bantos is also a 


board mexnber of the Palestinian Tobacco 
Corporation. 

The project was studies carefully by an 
sides before signing the contract 

The new company, wMch wMI be based in 
Gaza, witi undertake pubTishing, printing, 
marfcefteg and distribution activities. The 
.head office will be located in^rnaUah. Oth- 
er branches will be opened throughout Pal- 
estine. 

The new company will also carry out ad- 
vertising campaigns of major intemationai 
companies in the Far East Europe and the 


Untied States. Cooperation will be forged 
wtih all adveitiring agencies worldwide to 
promote their activities in Gaza and the 
West Bank. 

The Palestinian staff in the company wB 
be trained at Al-Ahram. Ai-Ahram’s work- 
shops in Qaiyub mil provide aO the needs 
of companies and clients. captiaJisfog on 
the pMentials of tiie big studio of At-Ahram/ 
Pyramids Advertising Agen^. 

Al-Ahram will provide all its potentials and 
e)q>ertise to back up the forthcoming pro- 
ject 



Tot^balanTO 

Deposits 

Investment trance 
Bank renfenues 
fcrtel revenues 
Mistprofits 
SiWaholders. profits 


6424 

5074.7 

5825.1 

570:4 

367.7 

2875 

275.5 


6226.5 

49^.3 

5665.4 

508 

349.6 

245.9 

246.9 


3.2% 

2.9% 

2 . 8 % 

1^3% 

5.1% 

16.8% 

12% 


The bank established and holds 
shares in 38 corripanies operating In 
various fields^ The total capital of 
these comp^es airiourit to LE. 
T121 mn. of Which the bank owns 


I Symposium discussed development in Assiut I 


MORE THAN 300 business- 
mm, investors, doctors and 
pharmadsts attended a re- 
cent symposium on de- 
velopment at the invitation 
of Mohaned Raga Ei- 
Tahlawi, governor of AssluL 
Partidpsrting in ttie sym- 
posium were delegations 
from USAID, the Insurance 
Risk Guarantee Company, 
the Ministiy of Economy 
and international Co<x>- 
eratkxi, and the Depatment 
of Commerce of the Amer- 
ican Embassy, brides In- 
dustrial devdopment, Ei- 
TaMawi expiesseA the de- 
sire to. establish medical 
dirties, pharmacies and 
hospitals in the govan- 


orate, wMch, wMle in- 
creasing the levd of ser- 
vices would dso serve as 
(tiaces of employment for 
graduates of medical, phar- 
macy and nursing schools. 

In order to Immanent this 
strategy, the Insurance 
Risk f&jarentee Company 
Company, said that the 
company would serve to 
guarantee loans ftN* doctors 
and cSnics. Banks would 
sufxiiy ttie loans, to es- 
tabtish and equip small clin- 
ics, wMch the company 
woitid guarantee an 
anount ranging from 65 to 
80 pa cent of the vdue of 
the ban. 

A spokesman for USAfO 


shed light on an import pro- 
gramme for ttie prhrate seo- 
tor which the agen^ wodd 
finance, aixl explained how 
investors and workers 
would benefit from such a 
programme. The spokes- 
man exftiained that the pro- 
gramme would grant spe- 
dal bans, the mbimum 
being $10 tiiousand and the 
maximum $15 miiricxi, uruter 
the au^iices of 20 different 
banks. A spokesman for tire 
corrunadal attedte at the 
American Bnbassy slated 
that further information on 
these and other pro- 
grammes would be avMI- 
abie from the Egyptian In- 
vestmerft Association. 


r 


NBl:‘s leadimz role in boosiin-i small-scale 


ente^Hse^l 


THE NATIONAL Bank of Egypt (NBE) has 
ewed a pivotal role in enhandng the eo- 
onomb reform poticy and mitigating Hs neg- 
ative social repdOBsions. To this end. 
NBE taiiored an Integr^ programme for 
financing small-scale industries and en- 


It is-noteworthy that the bank has — since 
the mid-'60s — embarked upon financing 
smali-scale pRxtuctive enterprises ttrrough 
soft bans. In'October 1990, NBE allocated 
a tranche of LE25mn (which has increased 
to LE315mn in April 1996) to expand the 
scojte of activities to cover 23,000 trades- 
men, graduates and cooperatives. 

As an active credit channel, NBE has 
-fectively participated in the Social Fund for 
Oevelopmenfs (SFD) piogramme to en- 
courage young tyaduates and smalt en- 
trepreneurs. 

b May 1993, the bank signed six con- 
tracts with tire SFD amounting to LE2S0mn, 
to be channeOed to such entrepreneurs at 
concessbnaiy terms. 

In April 199^ 13,000 customers benefited 


from such bans (including 5,840 existing 
facBities and 7,163 new ones). Under the 
above-mtoitioned fedlitt^, NBE contrib- 
uted to creating job opportunities for young 
^aduates tiuough movabte marketing out- 
lets. 

The bank has also concluded with the 
Ministiy of Trade and the SFD, and 
LE40mn contract to be implemented in four 
successive stages. The contract provides 
for establishing 2,000 marketing and ser- 
vice projects creating A,0G0 and 2,000 per- 
manent and tenporary job opportunities re- 
spectively. In feet, the bank has akeady 
financed 161 projects amounting to LE4mn, 
88 of April 1996. 

Fuifotomore, NBE has concerted in coop- 
eration with the Ministry of industry and the 
Federation of industries a spedal systen 
for small and mediunn-scale industries 
whose total cost ranges from LE500,000 to 
LEImn each, including land and prenuses. 
The said system gives priority to tabour- 
intensive industries and projects es- 
tabltehed in Upper Egypt 


Trade fairs: an important 
tool for boosting exports 

A DELEGATION from the J^ianese ReTief OrganisaSon 
was received by Rushdi Saqr, head of the International Mar- 
king and Fairs Organisation. Prefiminary agreements have 
been made to study fiie posdbiiity of Jsgianese grants being 
used to further enhance tile feirgrounds at Nasr City with 
the construction of a oonference haN and exhlbiflon halls. 
Additionalty, Egypt Is eiqiected to parti^Mrte in a number of 
trade fairs due to tMte place in J^an during the forthcoming 
year. 

Ahmed El-Gcweili, minister of the economy and coop- 
eration, was keen to pdnt out the special role that the fMrs 
organisation has to play in raising the level of Egyptian ex- 
ports and thus realise substantial growth in the n^ond ; 
economy. He expressed the need to encourage manufactur- 
ers to p»ficipate in trade tabs overseas. 

GoweiB also stressed the importance of maintaining a bM- 
ance betweiBi imports and exports to African countries, say^ 
bg that Egyptian exports to African countries must be in- 
creased. 


SUEZ (MUIAL JUrmORITY 

nmrimoN 

TO QDIEIUL ADJUDICATION HO. 2/9B 

SCA iNvrres tboerbis for a qboeral 

AOJUDfCAHON FOR THE SlA>PtY OF A SYSTBil FOR 
AUTOMATION OF TOLLS COLUBCTION OF AHMED 
HAMDYTUNNB^ 

ALL COMPANIES SPECIALIZED IN THIS FiaD HAVE TO 
SUBMIT THE REQUBTS) STUDIES AND THE TECtftUCAL 
OFFSt FOR THE PROPOSED SySTBiA TO THE SCA 
PROCUREMBIT DEPT., PILOTAGE BUILDING. ISMAIUA 
AT 1200 HOURS, AUGUST 27. 199& 

THE SnJDieS HAVE TO COVER TW POUjOWMG: 

• REDUQNQ THE TIME NECESSARY FOR THE SITRY 
AND EXIT. 

• ACHIEVING THE UTMOST RATES OF SAFETY DURING 
TRANSTT. 

• ENSURING FUtrCOLLECTION OF TOLLS. 

• SUPPLYING ALL ESSENTIAL EQUiPMBIT INCLUOING 
CAMBMS, BALANCES, CONTROL PANGS, CABLES 
ETC. 

• ALL CML. aSCTRICAL AND MECHANICAL B^ECnONS 
NECESSARY FOR A TURN-KEY PROJECT. 

‘ HAVMGAUTHORIZB^MAINTBaANCE CENTRES IN 
EGYPT FOR THE EOmPMENT SUPPUB). COMPANIES 
CAN PAY A VISIT TO THE TUNNa. STTE 


THE COMPANIES WILL BE INFORMED ABOUT THE DUE 
DATE TO SUBMIT THE RNANCIAL OFFBI AFTB) 
FINISHING THE STUDY OF THE TECHNICAL OFFER. 
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©©OTfflflOTl! 


• Only few people know how 
to invest their money! 

• Your vacation may be short 
that you can not find time to 
pay your due bills 

• You may have to exchange 
or buy foreign cun^ncy at 
any time 

IVe doltailMyourb^ain 

• Devoted consultations on the 
most lucrative investments 

• Paying yourtelephone,fex, 
electricity bills and insurance 
premiums 

• Sale and purchase of foreign 
currency at the best prices all 
days of the week at our 
branches countrywide and in 
most hotels and airports. . 


Banque du 



Cairo 


Your Reliable Consultant 







8 Opinion 


2S-31Jui)rl996 



mm 

•fTcu(ffy 

A test of honesty 

R is no suiidse ^ the peace process tops ifae list of items on 
President Mubarak’s Airing his tx^ to Wadnngton. 

While meeting with Cliotcm, Mubarak will inqxess iqxm die US 
presidmt die need to continue with the peace process along the 
guidelines already a gteed iqion m prmous accbcds. In shod; he 
will silz^lly state dx^ pnnc^>les wlncb Clintoa should be com- 
mitted to he is indeed *’an honest bcdcer of peac^, as die US 
wDukl have the wodd believe. 

Talk, e^wdally \dien it comes to mattera of such iipp c a t an ce, 
is che^. Clinton Nfitanyahu can pledge their commitment 
to regioaal stalnli^, but onty Ifadr actions will prove tdietiter 
di^ are truly interested in peacemaking w deal-fanaki^ For 
CUntOD, such actions must begin by not allowing domrotic elec- 
toral concerns to sigienede the leaUsation of a greater goal And 
while Netanyahu may keep iq ieat in g that he sedcs peace in ex- 
change for secority, the reality, is tiM secudty. is a product of 
pmce, and peace, a product of ccnqvomise. htabarak win stress 
this diet to Clinton and, foe the sake of the r^onrhe should lis- 
ten carefully. 

Netanyahu may have s u cceed e d in stalling doling his meeting 
with Clhoon fhrw weeks ago, but he has fooled no one. Stalling 
is a sinefte way of goarantedira tfaa^ fbr exanqde, the econom- 
ic strangldiold placed on die raestmians wfll blow in the 
fice of Israel and the peace process as a whole. Gonsequentty 
Clinton can ill afford to stndlow hodc, line ^ sinker, Ne- 
tanyahu’s hollow promises any more the Arabs can. In- 
step of concluding a militaty aid padc^ with Israel, it would 
be more prudent to inyn »»BB upon die Israeli leader that once 
peace is realised, die ued fin* anns stodqpQing <m a r^jonal 
sede will te ^ea^ mmimigiMt 

In such a lig^ Mubarak’s to Wadmtgtoo, coming after 
Ins meeting with die Israeli prime minister in Cairo last week, 
«img to put the pe a ce process tadcra trade by allowing aR par- 
ties invdved to have an anderstanding of the ide 

di^ must play. Ointan must see his pact tfaso^i and Ne- 
tanyahu must a few lines not laden with rhetoric and then 
act. Anydiing less amounts to nothing 
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No one way street 


President Mnberak’s visit to Wash- 
ington next w^ will constitute an- 
other landmark in US-Eg^tian re- 
lations, 30 yem after Hemy 
.Kissinger first visited Cairo in tiie 
wake of the October War. 

Following diat visit US-Egyptm le- 
btioDS developed at an a s toirishrn g 
^Tced. At times the two countnes con- 
verged almost to the ptto of an al- 
han^ as oc cun ed during the Gulf 
War, while at otfaecs dennons were 
stnk canij^ to suggest nqrtnre. As the 
xdatioDsfaip fluctuated between tiiese 
two.exicemes some Earptian analym 
det»cted h as a finm cq dependeocty in 
v^ch E^ypt was subject to the diebiBS 
of Warimtgtoo while on the otiiar side 
of die Atimtic it was clanned, wndi a 
■imii er bsuality, Am* Cano was die 
only obstacle standmg in die ^ncy of 
American i n terests in the Middle East 

The feet is that US-Egyptian re- 
latioos are (rf’sDch contylex^ that they 
dety sneh fitofle d es c rip tions. They 
have been buflt not on any historical 
ties but on devetofring mut^ imoBSis 
tiMt have brought the two countries m- 
creaam^ close at an astonishing pace. 
Such iDter est^ the ibundstion eg our 
idatioosh^ also, quite oauraDy, are 
tte source of dififiareooes and teiiwxis. 

It was the war of October 1973 diat 
ended tiie myth of an inviolate laael, 
finciim tiie tJS into a tecognitiao that 
IsiadY security was ziot an astomatic 
given and thm the costs of inter- 
vening to effect a «***!*■"*" * could 
well 6ie less than die price of main- 
Israd mflftarily. It was dme, 
Amesied realised, to soodie troubled 
waters rather rfmn to fueJ ra the 
fire^ to fixBstall potential oo^agra- 
tians'as well as to increase American 
mfiooiee in a repon diat had been so 
tnqilacable fbr so long. 

hi deefering war OD Isod ID 1973 
Egypt anoouaced its refusal to accept 
die status qoa Yet President Sadat 


Differences 
between the US 
and Egypt should 
not obscure the 
depths of their 
mutual interests, 
argues '' 

Ibrahim Nafie 



the fixesi^ to naliae the liimts of 
armed action, gtyen the natore of the 
ATn^twm -fx HwK Rjationsbip uwd tiie 
radical sfazd in the wodd order in fe- 
voor of the West and the US axxl sway 
fiom the Soviet Union. It was, Sadat 
realiaed, in Egypt’s haerests to piasue 
peace. R was time to turn attention to 
cdnrilding ^ypfs mfiastructuie, 
winch conld oot take place under tbe 
shadow of war. Ntx was tbe Egyptian 
wQting to squander the op- 

tO eftleri ehmgeg 

m dto F^jooal eonfiguratioo, m fevour 
of^yptianand Aiu nx e reste, fbr the 
sake a an tmttAateA ideology dat 
viewed 8^ seulemait with Israel as a 

< w »4 m mi 1 «m. In Ssdat WBS 

20 years ahead of Others in tbe r%io&. 

^ die ond-TOs, tben, peace in tbe re- 
gion had become a poraibility. Egypt 
and American interests had converged, 
snoebodi couixries wished to see die 
emerge fiom the vidons code 
Toe eventual result of that 
convergence of intetess was the emei^ 
gence of the fandfo peace fbomila in 
Madrid. It was never, tiiougfa, an easy 
pa/ti US domestic political e w t e iA w a- 


tiiwK, ccniing to a head evcty election, 
certrinty r qxea en t e d an obsttcle given 
die of the Jewidi loUty. A 

Aawgft is tiie flrtfwi n i tJi at W w fe Wasb- 
mgtiri tovariaUy Irfd to a stall in the 
p t o c ea s , as newty elected offidals 
ipftfdfd tiu w* to fimiliarise dmnseives 
with the lealities of die region. la^ 
recaleitiance also represented a hnnUe 
as Tel Aviv, consiriendy on the look 
out fir get out rfainMig, embstked on 
perQous adventures sudi as the 1982 
invasion ofTidTancn. 

Bottfae desiie to see a setdementrf 
the Arab-Isneh moflict was not the 
oety point eonveigaice between 
Cahn Washingte^ Both, diou^ 
fbr diffrifnt dialed an iritwifta t 

to p mmft iin g Stability hi the Gul£ The 
US, widi the Arab cu boycott fieah in 
the minds of policy makexs, was 
on seofftqg Wedem suppZiea of pe- 
trofenm. Nor was the Gulf of less ec- 
onomic aimi fi canee to Egypt Large 
nutnh efs of Egyptien workers ate em- 
m Gnlf sides, iriule Arabs 
the Arabian Onlf a 

large proportion of toorisis visiting 
^^pL The SUMED the 


liauiq i o r i of oil thioagfa the Suez CjimI, 
and the levds of Arab in- 

vestment in Egyp 4 fiffdier strengdieDed 
econom i c links. 

It was dns shared interest m tbe stalRl- 
ity of die Gulf that undetiriDned E^pt 
3^ America’s siqipoit fis Iraq during 
die Gnlf War, and dieir alliance against 
die Iraqi fbnowmg Saddam 

Fhissem’s invasioD ofKuwait 
. .These two sets of mutnalintereats — 
in pcamoting peace between Istad and 
the Arabs, tad security in tbe Arabian 
Gulf — gave rise to odier areas of mu- 
tual ccDcem. The two couzpries were 
bod} coDcemed, at ite be^ of die' 
Cold War, to stem dm *^***»i^««£ So- 
viet mfiuence in the i^oo, patticulaity 
in A^nnistan and TOhMyaj wfaHe lat- 
er, followiiig the coDapse of the Eastern 
bloc, they turned lhar attentions to 


Bodi countries too, exhibited con- 
cern over curtailing tbe spread of 
weapons of mass destmetian and, 
were it not fbr American willi&|Des8 
to exenqit Israel fiom intemsmoDal 
treaties regarding such weipons, there 
would be an even greater co n vergence 


of interests oft this pattieolar isaie. 

Thegrowdimtiesdiatbaveariseabc- 
cause of strat^c mutnal concerns have . 
been murared by- cconoimc co- 
operation. US aid to Egypt, be- 
aac 1^5 was woidi $36 billion in fi- 
eHiteted foans, was placed ra a gipnt 
fixjting. At the same time-dira winr 
vestment in gyptian indnstiy had! 
reached $2 bilS^ While ' diese in- ; 
jectiom ctfiai were undoAte^ 
unportaut in devAjpiog tiie E^ofptian 
economy soA aid is not a one way 
street Benefits also accrued to the tJS; ‘ 
Ihe Egyptian market acted as a hridgeL;' 
fix US firins aisdoiis to br^ into dw 
Arab market American firms have ea^'. 
gedy capitalised oa tbe opeamg.of 
Egyptian i ip*****^ Accoedmg to a rt^ ; 
port cranpOed ^ the US EnAassy, one 
dM of Egyptian inqKxts come firam ' 
America. Some 200 US oom p a hi es, 
maintam tiieir r^joitel headquarters m 
Cairo, vttile'a fiufoer 1^400 compaiiies ' 
bve representatives, agents and/or dis- 
tzibnti» in Egypt Of tins total, 5 per 
cent are jomt venture projects. 

Egypt, alftng^ Isra^ ‘nnkey 'qDd 
Saudi Arabia, oomls ^ most 

n q pottant devdopiqg rnnkisls. for 
American *«^*»*«3 not least becanse 
die US manflains a greater trade sut^us . 
with ^(ypt dm wifoaityodire country | 
mtfaeregiofL 

Ecqoo^ coopentioD betweeii the: 
US and Eg^ a two way ritees m ' 
whiA bodi sides ^ve and trim andbotii.' 
ultimate gain,. IS s oo u ve ni ert par- 
adigm fbr iriatUms in other qdtores. 
Tbeae have, after all, develop^ into a 
broad and (tynamic oveilq) or inteiests. 
This is not to say tiret dre in terests of 
Egypt and.te.US are identical Cairo . 
and WaAnigtoa have their own ptm- 
ities that by no means abi^ coincideL 
Yet die that there is a oaagD, 
srmetime* ^ bcoad margm, for dimr-; 
ences and tecsioiw does not betnty a 
lade of dqMh in foat idationA^. 


Mubarak’s Washington agenda 

Mubarak’s meeting with Clinton next Tuesday is the third in a triad of meetings between the 
leaders of the US, Israel and Egypt after Netanyahu's accession to power. Mohamed 
Sid-Ahmed discusses the issues that will acquire prominence in the forthcoming talks 


In an uneiqiected drpactnre fixan his hard-line 
riietoric, wiiiA he adof^ even in Waahiiigton, Bi- 
nyamia Netanyahu surprised Cdro widi m mi- 
Aaracteristic ^p)ay at restraint and taoderadem 
during his visit, a voito-fitoe ff*** mpf jwtts am ability 
to rnanoeuver latiier dian a Aan^ of heart 

Having said diat, however, it is eaity dtys yet to 
pw« finiil jud gHmgnt f m tfiR new TcrasH prima min- 
ister, vdioae image as die firriaand of die 

r«arM-li ri ght fe a fltmiltar onit^ bUt lAo nwiMinx Kn 
wnl t iMi iB ii qmi g fi t y in hi« now mle at tiie flff the 

Tixagii He is '^ettaiQly not die niwiuingngB^t 
fbO T rtip credentials 

would canvioce party stalwarts to accept his lead- 
eiAq} without questicBi. A esse m point is Sharon, 
who only jomed tbe cabinet foflowing a major cri- 
sis mnong Likud bigwigs diat was defiis^ just 
hours befoe Netanyahu set off fir WashingteaL As 
for as Shmon and the odier fbonding ^len are 
concemed, Netanyafan r e ptes e iita a new g e n erati on 
of Isradi politici^ di^ cansider incsqperienced 
and hence unqualified to run tbe counhy. 

But thanks to the new election law, NetaqyAu is 
die first Isxadli prime minister to be elected dnrectiy 
by die people. As su^ he does not owe his vic- 
toiy to his pmty, whiA at aqy rate bolds ftwer 
seats thai Labour in the Knesset Furtixnnore, the 
lulii^ eoAtion is a heterogeneous -gadieriu oran- 
ptisiiig Israel’s religious parties side by side widi 
die ovawhdmmgly secuiar patty of Russian im- 
migrants. Significant in dds reqii^ is die absence 
of aqy mmisteis, mcludtng fbielga minister David 
Levy, fiom the oflScial dd^tion whiA ac- 
Netanyahu to Cano. 

What is certain, however, is dutt Netaqyahn's iq>- 
proaA to die peace process is at antipodes widi d^ 
ofPeres,evenofRifom. Tbe notion ofpeace in die 
Middle East has a specificity of its own. UnlDre 
other xnqor conflicts, such as (be Oennan-Fiunch, 
the Chinese- Japanese, etc., tbe Arab-Israeli conflict 
is unique m diat one of its nMiii jim 6aigfin«fcij same- 
ty Isca^ has not enjoyed an uontieinqited presence 
in the r^on. According to historical recods and 
arehaeolo^cal findings, die biblical Kingdom of Is- 


rael existed over 2,000 years ago but disappeared 
as its Jewish population was east out on hs long di- 
aspora. As anti-Semitism and persecution of Jews 
reached dramatic propefftiom under Hider, the Zi- 
onist call for the t-gtahli^hmenl of a twittne 

in Palestine acquired wide amieaL leadiim to the 
creation of the wwigm state oi t*™*-! in 1948. This 
iqiecifichy casts doubts cm the legitimacy of mod- 
em Israel, not only in tbe eyes n the Arabs, but 
even m Of in/wm/ifTna) few. 

. On die Isreeli side, it has gene ra te d two con- 
tending schools of strat^c tbni^g. (jne proceeds’ 
from ^ assumption that tbe Arabs will never will- 
tngly accept Israel’s csdstence in tfaA midst and 
must be forced to wMlfe peace dxrau^ milUaiy dis- 
suasion. Tfafe b the Netanyahu line. The other pro- 
ceeds fiom tbe assumption that tbe blatant use of 
mllitaxy d rtermic e lutas counter to the ^nrit of the 
age and diat it. must be consolidated by econo mi c 
incentives (e.g. a Mid^ East mark^). This is the 
Pars line. 

^ placing security before peace, die new Israeli 
ixime minister has effectively tom^ the notion of 
peace on Its bead. Accordiz^ to NAmyaliu, peace 
must be taflored to fit Israel's security te- 
(puremiaus, regardless of bow well it serves those 
of the Ara^ i^e znalong the attananeat of pace 
die tqp^o^ issue ent^ devising security ar- 
rangements that respond to the lequiremenb of 
both patties. NetanyAu talks of n^otiations with- 
out preconditioos, but occupation <n territory is in 
itseff a preconditiaa ecl^siog all otfaera 

During his Cairo visit, Netanyahn sou^ to re- 
assure his Arab inter! ocutoa tfatf be remains com- 
mitted to the Madrid fiamewodr for pe^ How- 
ever, this fiameworic is based gd Security Counefl 
Resolution 242' wfaiA ciqihBgisffi the in- 
admissibility of acquishioD of teiritoty by war, a 
‘|ffovfeioo smee tatexpieted by all paito as mean- 
mgthe exchange of land ibr peace. It is hard to see 
bow Netanyahu can recoocme his refusal of dns 
tzade-dff widi the allegation that he has not alran- 
dooeddte Madrid firamewock. 

Actually, Netimyabu is trying to displace future 


negotiations fiom the realm of prini^Ies to dot of 
their mterpietation and He. is 

hunifing ftn tiie owning US presidential ftlflc tioilS 
and Clinton’s dependency on tte American Jewish 
vote. That is why ffiwniring Clinton’s continued and 
unequhtocal support for die proce agreements al- 
leaity will be a pdority.cansidecatioii in 

Mubarak’s finthcoming visit to Washington. To 
that end, the Egyjrtian prradent is expected to focus 
on a niwwhw of 

■ The i M ii i iii ii i in ^ntg of the runw^ii state shooU t|doe 

precedence over gove mm ent policies. 

laelis are entitled to dect die gpfvernmcnt tiiey 
choose, but dial ^ivemment is not fiee to violate 
the piovisioiis of Israel's agreemods widi external 
patties. 

• There have been varyirtg iuleipi e te tions of UN 
Resolutian 242, but even if it is Lutn p reted as en- 
tailing die restoration of most, and not necess ari ly 
all, of die Arab l e iiitoti es, it can certainty not he 
read as meaning ifae lestaratioo'of none ofthetcr- 
ihoties (ff a given Arab state. 

• Wasfam^on should insist that tbe Falestinian 
Amho^ is the only le g it im ate rc^nesentative of the 
Phlestinians, eqiedirily now that u has been elected 
as suA unda ndernatioiial supemsfon. 

• The fidure status afJertaalem should zemaip oa 
die agenda of die final stage of the nr^otiatims, in 
accordance with dw Oslo Agreanent 

■ Progress on the multilateral track cannot be dis- 
sociated fiom progress on die bilateral track. Con- 
vening the Cairo ecraomic conference next No- 
vember should be made conditional on the 
resumption oL and progress in, the bflateral nego- 
tiations. 

Peres conmiitted laael to a peace process wfaidr 
lesporatol to Washington’s two-pronged sbat^c 
interest in the regUm; teraeTs security the stabil- 
^ofAtabofl. The recent act of anti-Amedcan ter- 
rorism in Saudi Arabia indicates that Netaityalni’s 
vetsim of *^ 968 ^ promises to destabilise the re- 
gitm as a price for Israel’s security. This is a stra- 
tegic dneat that no American administratioo can af- 
fixd to ignore. 



Peace 

without tears 

By Naguib WaiifoMz 

Binyamzn Netanyufan’s statemeol^ 
in Israel and' in die US, provided 
os with more than enon^ reasons 
to feel pessimfetic, dicu^ suA 
fodings were 
miligmed some- 
what tty the te- 
neli prime min- 
ister’s 

subsequent meet- 
ing with Ptes^ 
idaot Mnbarak, 
wMA a ppe a red 
to bold out at 
least the promise 
of further n^otiations. 

In pmsDing the path of peace, 

riiftngii_ miMtr IcSSOnS 

of the pa^ the first of which is 
diat a lasting peace is a just peace, 
a fitet most clear ity die £s- 
asttoos consequences of Treaty 
ofVctsailles. 

A peaw must gnaran^ boA 
Israeli seemity and Arab ti^hls. It 
must make a clean break wfli die 
past, and act as a filter for 1 be ro- 
mo>^ of historical dififerences. 
The peace we need mint, in tbe 
'eaid, be able to allow people to for- 
get the icsentmente of the and 
all its o^ative connotatioos, and 
allow them to embark, unfettered 
by suA (fifietenoes, on a new fh- 
tiite. 

Only then will we be able to 
combat exueiuisni, a' pbenomeoon 
whiA has becAte mcreasingty 
prevalent die worid'over. Extrem- 
ism, after ^ is tooted in ptecisely- 
thore feelings of oppeemioD that 
would be dissipated once a just 
peace is achieve 


Based on an interview 
by Mohamed Sedmawy. 


Ide ‘P'teeeldie TOeed The many faces of Bibi 


Al-Gomharias Tfes Netanyahu’s Aoit visit to Cai- 
ro shown that he has changed and is now a reformed 
man 'who has r eoo n noed bis old ideas and stances?... To 
dunk dat he would have Aanged m just a few hours is 
dangerous and nnacctptable. It is equally wrong to 
claim that his matorical or negotiating sldUs have en- 
abled him to fool die Egyptians, while he remains as ex- 
tremist and intransigent as ever.” 

(Mahfine Ei-Aiaari, 21 Juty) 

Rose EkYoiissefo ’Ttegardless of how wide die 
diff er en ce s are bet w een Mubarak and Netanyahu, the 
visit of tbe loaA pr e mi er was not meant to narrow 
them. It was only a test of the watets and a measure of 
the extent of nuitual undetstandmg — particularly as 
tins visit was rductandy welcomed by bodi die state and 
die people, lids was one of the fisw times diat eve^- 
body — die people, the govemment and die op p osition 
— ^ a gree d on an issue,” 

(Add HamoudOt 22 July) 

Aldlbar El-Yom: ”The -Netanyahu vAo visited 
W ashing ton is not the sama premier 'who came to Cai- 
ro... Tbe first rejected all previous agreemexis widi die 
Arabs. The latter pledged that he w^d re^Mcc all of 
thain --- So WhiA IS the true face of NetanyAu? Our re- 
sponse to die Aange that has come .over die Israeli pc^ 
miar is one of suspl cion and caution that there mi^ be 
a dnid Netanyahu in Tel Aviv... We no longer bdieve in 
words or promises, we only believe in facts.” 

(Musec^a Amin, 20 July) 

Al-Ahram: ‘The statement made by the Israeli pre- 
mier in Cairo abont the peace process in die Middle East ' 
was different to a great extent fiom all his previous 
stteements g*gr*»tig fiom die election canqmiga m Israel 
to his address before die (JS Congress. Altbou^ his 
^tnaag have not rascally changed, tl^ have at least 
negotiable, a *hrng ^duA provides a start from 
whiA the peace process can continue.” 

(Edtoriaf, 21 July) 

AKArabt: “Is it not one of the ironies of fate that the 
entire Arab nation is dependent on a word fiom the ^ 
laeli premier and that 21 Arab cyhals should strain 
dieir ears to listen to the utteraoces fiom 'the veociubia 
Binyamin Netanyahu’ and become optimistic or pes- 


simistic eccordin^y, smiling brightly because peace is 
at hand or frowxting sadly because Binyamin does not 
approve?” 

^ahnuntd El-Maraghi, 22 July) 

iU-Wafds ’’Netaityahtt’s visit brought notiimg new. 
Ihu fe the only feet that Aservers hare come up with 
about that unwelcome visit — the most unwelcome 
ever.” 

(EditoruU, 19 July) 

Al-Gomhurim: ’’Netanyahu has the opportunity to 
de ter mine what is meant by 'land for peace’. No matter 
bow be twists and turns there is no escape fiom the def- 
imtinns gf die infwripti^TMil community. Anydiing fi ff ff 
would be a waste of time in 'view of locaL regional and 
mternational deveiopments and would limit ms options 
as th ere is no solution but peace.” 

(Seanir Ragab, 20 July) 

Al-Mchban ”Mr NetanyAu, if you are 'visitiDg Cai- 
ro so that we get to loaowyow point of view, we already 
know it And if you are viriting Cairo to know our point 
of view, you already know it So, you can see that tins 
visit of yours has eixted even before starting. Goodbye!” 
(Ahmed Rageb, 17 July) 

AHWaMs *Tbere is no doubt that the tone has 
changed, yet die substance remains the same. Israel’s 
ruler has used his debating skUl to sell us words that suit 
the cscufflstBDces. but his stances the same. 

Widi his right band be has given us everything... widi 
his left be took it A away. Everything needs to have his 
own explanation and every article of peace is dependent 
on Ms own understanding.” 

(Comal BadaM, 20. July) 

AkAhall: **It is very likely diat Netaityahu’s new ra- 
tional appearance... is only an attenqrt to gam more time 
and ease tbe general hostility against hiny to give him a 
wider chance 10 sort out things at home and secure a 
firmer grip on poin^. In Cairo, he avoided any refeie^ 
to axything conflicting with his previous statements, 
leaving all 'specificatioos' for future negotiations.” 
(Mohined ^-Ahmed, 24 July) 

Compffed by Mala Saqr 



Gan^ A bdo l li aea nr walawa Ids mna to saloto tlw erowds. His ness. 
IBcsthe beak of 8 bird, hMss both his m o ns t s Ais nmL hannath K. Us 
snUls. Tbs Ons of the chfah eointarpelnlliig Nssssi^ noss. sots m a 
conteusfloa of the tow of tho sho U dora, omphaUsing Ms monb- 
nMntal aapseta, both historical and pliysteaL Tha ams rabad 
around him Croats a hale of flewora, a pp la u ding (ho president wbo 

four daeadas age nallonallsad tba SiMOB Cttial. 
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J|if Salania A. Salama 

Sctffehing ojp ; 
Netanyahu 

. ^l^-^.'Aiabs be w ^und 
. t»toW'4i61ibeofibeittWl^ 
nefi gpvc pnnatf ; nyhicfa in. 

SBle'OQ pnodtisiQg seasi^ . ‘ 

cvftpe^ or ^ibe Ufaid 

gBvdinM and its 
•coditioB' beve' to' 

: Kp^ own poaiioD ao* . . 

etmji^ lb. ibe dehdes of 

• pace j^ Mm c aB to niinch 

.ttOMdis alceedy oommitted? /St!^ 

.-llw'ii Ae. questMA tfaat'Ees . ' 
at beart of aoy ' di p . ' 

• CUBIMib of ^ 

' C^ytfaeXJS made'ade- 
BSKml. -early that Ne- 

Ji^' gp v e uttu ent -. 

Beeto.tiaae to fimiKaiise it- ' 

.seir.wni .tbe'-atsadon and 
ajafce'fte a^ostnieats jiiec- 

essaiy lo Rooirale hs do- 'Sfl 

mgsfe 'pqatign with its in- ' nl 

tema&nal . .CMnmitmeiits. ' p4M 

^ .'Certtiniy ttiere we a'hope* .UP 

-T ^Iteteydwwoidd-s^ f^Bj 

• auffehri t irinnTig ' 

his Wadbmglbii viab to 'en- ' 

able toe peace n ro ce ss to '. ' FIT 

ony ODi Ibe nsd; iboi^ 
aeri^mBa^ to hardea Ne^ . 
tatordu's poatxon and Pres- 

adosimaiw- ^ SyBiTEgfe 

tiiu idiosm no signs ' of 
wubmg.tp.con&ont't^ 

Ibh^.pni^nuiuata. ytr tm^ j 

' By now ft ^KMdd te. ob 
005/ to diat 'Resident 

- CGn^ even if xo<eiecte^ 

sloma^ .fin- any 
piAl^ cqiftFQver^ widi ' 

prefiwTHip , 

ar^^ffisidimbedeww^ ' - --. 

befamd die kenes. Amenca' • 
bnleftittodieAxabs^and- 
10 ^ypt in paiticnlaE, to soi^ .. 

- toi q> Net a nydm and "coiK . "■:' "... 

. hrm of die iny ortance 

oficidviQrn^ the peace pro- ^ ' . ... 

. ees ^ dgreemg to- nnpto- ue Axate-area hnm^ 
maitaiiiclesdieadyaaeed tabliduneot of the stated 
1 ^ 13ie-US . solyected to toedgn occni 

peats to^be bolh^ < - '.econpimc eqitoituioa ark 
tfmf .tKwmwI - • '* CSSS «f tiwmwlBirtftn aoceli 
• of Israel, but die paoe gr 
pace 'wftii Israel can Israeli oiyansioii of 1967 

u. Ndany^ qiiitftothepeace . anm in, 1980s, the 

T • ntocess. aoa on die oexnxdv , Jordan of b 

beKet Sjdw : and liie 

Ar^ jpan Jib more.' mahe. V ; to die <^ hB shm m 

peace ^tmly half o^Js.,.; - ^ 
ind dian Is^ codd w«i:“ ff 

WfflieAialB;' 

And dift ' A^bs i» dieir . . . 
n&Ljumear on the viAoIb to .* - • rdi^e at a 

Svo acceptid d» US no^’ recent dedamtiott^ of Atab 
lien widioiit moeb aiCif' 

ddy because they i3S' No natiori M^becrt » p 
*S ^.^denltal eace-^^: ^ 

. toeorfdi^ there . to of dfeA 9 ™to**^ h 

daft tfiey .'*riip donx . - ^berearedioto^ijhO'dkd 

have^M^te ften but to . b« co^ ato M 

attoiS^^ Israel vndi vanta ^yMambe ra of di^ : 

econende : 

XmS^St- wfll accrue. Tdenattia^.trwd 
dwbnnb IntmaTifrn indi th e ononne forces, the deelhM 
'' ' oat^radon bfaSnadoss i 

:ilBStoiy,^ieckiDRpie- 
MftbbiMkdiBAia^' 
sitiraLltf.edtBid^.wm.be^ . 

wwVH. it inidves • any • “ 

badtoddEiw ^on’.nositiaiB; ^ 

fcmlfyVigrt^'^ 

&rii«niBift Bi.Cdrb or if . 

Wdbtjdin and tbe Pat . P?yme d »n > anpe^ 

>*** y> Wre bqrood a 

-ty-dKff Vvibwdiffaa^ .Teaninii«le.and die nara 

iSSSh^JSJSS^ ' owmk devetopment and 

itSKs2r::^b=d«i 

attfabwoniedisa'caiicerted 

■ OEut byl^Anhs to coo- ^ leadership. If ite c 

x^l dkiaiit pest, -why could rt 

M: bejgctected ^ ^ .SSy^ hSMon, A. 

S511!--SKM 

s:sg >aa- i-sesr.ai 

• SK iSS'rt ;w ^iaunorar in the attiinde 

a .vocate the fimnerpositioB 
^SSS^S*^S?*ihai' ing to wtionalise a poffldi 

. feadst merely because it,: 
safety and comfort This p 

Mm^Miaw cs^ poweraesttanrftodie Aia 

w^^gbEto aiOT- SWOT stitnri«s’«hicb extend fe 
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Netanyahu left stranded 

When David Levi, Istad's mniictt»r of foreign affuts and dqnity 
prime minxsier, dneateoed to tesiga his mpoinmiest if krael's 
nca^ e l ect ed prime w»n»«w not include Arid Sharon in his 
eabmet be inadvalendy eiqxto the fo^ie base of Binyamin Nc- 
tanyabu*s goveraroeiB. The Labow Pai^, afto- aO, won the laig' 
ete Uoek & sears in the Kneset foe reason why Netanyato was 
forced to sdicb togefoer a coaliticRi inchMSng five ofoer parties. 

The result is thu every time Netanyahu backs down fimn com- 
nutments made during die elecdons and iqicm fooning his cal^ 
met be foces the prospect of one or more "»»"■««"• withdrawing, 
dtresuniiig his Knesset majraity. In which case his options are 
few — to form a new eabmet, to dissolve parliament, or invite 
tbe Labour Party to particqiate in a natknal unity govemmenL 
Netanyahu came to power with tbe stq^xnt of a broad array of 
individiHds, parties and gro ups with diveigem interests. They are 
bound by nrither a sii^e pl^onn nor a shared coocqit of unity. 
Indeed, aD they have in co mm rai is extremism and if Netanyahu 
does not placsle th^ they wCl withhold s up po r t. Given the fra- 
gility of this sftuanoo, the most likely evauual scenario is foe 
fonnadoo ofa piedominaiitiy national unity govertnneni, 

wifo tbe rdigk^ parties in oppositioD. Tbe poUti^ ar e na in Is- 
rael will be tolit into a seculaist axis, based in Tel Aviv but in- 
chiding IdUnitz members and most of tbe _ _ 

am^, and a religious axis, based in Jemsalem 
and drawii^ its siqipmt fiom religious fonda- ^ ~ ~ ^ 
mentalists^ their extremist leaders. B » 

While t he r e is no difTerence be- 

tween Labour and LQnd when it comes to 
the secular ideology of Zionism, the iradi- /A 

tiocal secularist parties have found than- ,4t ^' 
sdves retreating before resurgent religious 
parlies. Which leaves Netanyahu dependent 
inxm a religious constituency to wfaicb he, ^ 
though an extre mi st, does not belong. 

Thu week ’s Soapbox ^leaker is a cohtnmist 
^pedalised M PaJestinian ajffiars with the op- MahgocA 
position Al-Shaab. Omar 
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Do the Arabs have a future? 

The symptoms: severe depression. The cause: centuries of humiliation. The goal: complete revival. 
And the cure? Galal Amin diagnoses the ills of the Arab world and suggest ways to find a cure 


, 'The Anfos are'a hn^liafed nation. Evenbefoietiie.es- 
tobliriimtttofiksratB of Israel in 1948, tiMiy li^ been 
. subjected to feedgn occk>atioa, pohtied fiegmentotiDa, 

* '.ecoDoimc esqitoitrarai and cultural egres s ion. The.pco- 
'* cess of himmBdian aoceler^ed after tiie es^lishmem 
' of hn^ but tile pace grew even more after the 
IteneG m^ensioii of 1967,. tiie Israeli iitvasion of Ldin 
anoD in. foe ISISOs, tiie ftigi^.by Egypt, tiie Pal- 
e^nnans am] lofdaii of bonmiatmg treaties w^ 

; ' .En^ and foen tiie todoratian of reonomic agree- 
. -mieiits to- tiie <«oahii<imieht - of wfaat is called a *‘MiddIc 
^ £iudcm ' — for foe berofit of hiad and at the 

most rkdoit Israeli invasion 
..-.'orT^iMiTinn liiu Aji^;.and ifie irMWOTim inate $t- 

00^0^^. by the TJS-govenmi^ <H™"Nxnt oi- 
wifonis teftnis at a l^ camp, oi^ tire most 
lecmtdedaratickof Atab povreriessnera m foe foceof ' 
/aggtesrion by JSikJfand Westkn powers. 

No iiatfori to'pfo^'h^^ 

hig''8iot;litde ^gii<Hreditonce..^^ the 

. fece of titisliqotilta^^ tfocri tiro separate patiis. 
/'Ibei^aretiioto^ifoodBcidod'toptitonaEimre'fi^ md 
' pRknd -fotBit '^rfoat has bren ht^ieniBig is not only m- 
- e^ritabte bm coidd sdro. tom be to the Arabs’ ad- 
vante^. Members of ^ prefer.to.tiest what has 

bem’famiie^^ pari df a mo^ wider' 

■iptenBmbnid^ttttdd towards-fbe 'greater siqiremai^ of ec- 
onomk fbicto, foe decline of ideology and tire greater 
saturation (cHaSnatioss into tiie drepest-ever'konom- 
K cultnral ’‘fodtihg pof*. land is sot a timat .but a 

'"(foallatgc^ tite go^ to “nrtionar mdqpepdcDce and 
irotitieal.'anrereikfty toe outmoded and irraikaiit smee, 

' m Ifoe new world, that is bong ftxmed, no one is in- 
dktoiSait and no natioa is, in nay re^ irense^ sove- 
.. leiga. Tbaejis.no . goal the Arabs could pursue more 
'' wostior than -"r^pid .konoaiie develtqmnenf’ and sk 
' pirovi^ flirir ‘teotipetitivejporitibn’^ imre is nofiniig.t6 
wfoidi to topire hybrid a iqietitioo of the Soufo' ko- 
.rean miracie.atid.'foe nurwles of otiia tigers in'soufii- 
etot Ai^ . . ' . ' ' . 

"" Ihe ofoa caiiqi. is' the grok of ’’dreamers” who, sad 
and fosqipbinted as foity 'may te, have not yto- Iost 
hfC^ alfoongh they are at a loss to. identify my sofid 
^oond for aify hope at alL They keep lefeniog to a pi^ 
ripdmfo&lnOsa^’dOs'wfoenlhiedrBamofArdiiini- 
: fy 'ceiite'''vefy-.,c£oise. to fnififanent, when .tiie Arabs 
''seenied foie, to' dictate tiieir wOL'to launch i^d ee- 
ommuc'develoiiniexit arid mdustriaGsation, buOd iqi a 
ghuwig airimy lA adtieve a j e aro na ble d^ee of. social ' 
jnstioe aiid when tiie peiiqtie seemed to tiidr po3it- 
iefo teadeifofy. ;lf couU hqqiai in -tiie not-so- - 
pira^-w^ eonld ft not h^pen agato? But.eveqr 
day that sees fois slipping finfoa and fiir- 
tha away from tiie doniiun of t& possible; and .witii 
' .every, new- hranOiatioii, this latter groig) of .*^cfaeameis” 
toie afta anotha of.its meufoera, not necessarily 
to tiie otiia gro|Dp.of*^realists”, bnt to foea desp^ 

. I mnst' afomtihat 1 find it 'dHBcuh to'idenfify with ei- 
. foer bf ihese two positioas. T find sbniefting baaeally 
^imniorar in foe attftode of fonori aU those, who ad- 
voctoe the fen wer p o si tionL, who seem- to me to be try^ 
log toTsticnalise a itoation wfaieb 'is forioyal and de- 
featist merely because it, provides. tiusn wifo perseasH 
safety and emhitot This pbofom is nfonally welcmned 
and; sigipovted by ' almost- all Arab gownn nents md 
pOTywra Mte a wat to tiic Aifo wtoldt mdadiDg Several in- 
stitntiMs 'whicb exte^ financial aid to. “leseatch" in a 
gi^ variety qf fidds Indeed to sodti seieiices and the 


humanities. It is a {dty, it seems to this groop, to sac- 
rifice ail tins siqptot in the name of a dram tiiat does 
not have the slightest «**«»««** of frdfifanenL Articles, pa- 
pas and books are aMUoisiy puUrshed, -and coo^ 
ences and ^mporia oigaadsed, wifo the sole mess^ 
tiiat tiie Ai^ nave no future except rinroogji frill in- 
togratkm, economicaliy and eultorally; with Israed, as a 
"Middle East Madcef^ with tiie West, as a potetirially 
"civilised” twtiiw; and with amsuma socie^, as good 
eftixem of the "^obal village”. Arab inlellretiials in 
tins groqi vary, of eemrEe, in tiie degree of shame- 
lessness wifo vriudi they advocate tiiree ideas, and 
some (tiwngh tiiese are extremely rare qiedmens) hon- 
estly believe in titan; but they are all helping to bring 
tbe Arabs to their dtonul pnH 

What I find unacccpttfole is not this group’s in- 
sistence tint "tiie woitfd is cfaanghig”, that econmnic 
forces are rapidly teplaciDg ideotegical and even na- 
.tional afStimknts. Tins is very true, b u t t h ere -is no rea- 
son for the intellectual snnply -to bow to whatever 
seems to be the cunent trend. What remains of an in- 
tellectual if hc/sbe bows to c u n ent trends, however 
powoftil or inevitalde tiiese trends m^ seem to be? 
And if the rnteOectoal faqqiens to be Arab, what n$e 
emdd be/sbe be to liis/ba people if tbe only tii^ be/ 
foe seems cqifole of doing is to ring tbe prriaes of 
whaieva bsqnieos to be tite.ferinra die day? Go- 
oooime devfopment may be a wralfawhile cause, but 
tins is not the answa to tbe question of vifoefoa tiie 
Arabs have a future. Jf foe question meant *^can tiie Ar- 
abs achieve rapid econo mi c progrras?”, the answa 
would be: “of course they can”. In tins sense tiie Axfos 
do have a futoie, in tiie same way as any Thnd Worid 
cmmtiy has a future, or tiie Rmrians have a future; 
evoi afta lfae ettibpse . of tiieir eopire. There is really 
nothing veiy dfiScnlt about raising rates of growth or 
balancmg a govennnent’s budget or a oounliy’s ex- 
ternal accomits. I am aridng the question: *Do the Ar- 
abs have a futu re?”, howeva, in a very d iff e r e n t sense: 
can foe Arabs develop their economies whhoiit le- 
' producing the u^y, crowded and pttiioted cities, 
foe same consuma culture, tbe same.- etc.? Can the 
Arab develop tiieir economies while at tiie same time 
preserving reqiect for tiieir traditions, innovate a new 
Hint of schotds fer tii^ diQdrea without destroying 
fheir tewgMgB and arcfaftecture? The ftmna sdiool to 
intellectuals contemptuously these questions as 

a waste to precums time, eidia on the grounds tiiat 
.tiiere is toi^ Ihde in oa cukiire timt is worfo pr> 
servmg, or on the grounds that stxne loss of cnitoral 
idortity is die inevftfole price to economic progr ess . 1 
rejkt both argumaits, on the grounds that economic 
develtoanent is desirable only iiraofer as it allows a na- 
tion to e xpress itsdf more ft^ a; as tme wise a mh ro- 
pologist defined dcvek^Hnent, as ’foe increasiiig attain* 
meat toa sociefy’s own cultnral valnes”. To give these 
values aw^ fto die sake of economic pr o gre ss is to 
throw out the bfoy wifo foe bath water. 

But to s^ tins x5 not to go all tiie wry wifo tiie otfaa 
gnrap of A^ mtelleetuals, ouny to vfoom ippea to be 
clm^ng to eettaitt ideas wfaidi are no teng^ tenable. 
One idea vdkh riiould be qoicldy diraeased wifo is that 
any woiikdnle t efatm be afoieved within die 
tw egen t potitical fiamewoik. The mfo is that no amoiinr 
to“Arfo snmmftsr’, ^reenients or conferences wfaidi de* 
dare tiieir »«««* to be fi nding a way out to tiie present 
Anb p re d ic a mait could really be a step towards a sohi- 
tioiL They ate tiiemselves synptoms to this predieaiiieaL 


Secondly, it is imp ort an t to realise tiiat tiie pre s ent 
state of tire Arabs is not die resuh of a relatively recent 
deciine dating from the d^»t of the Nasserist project 
of Anb muBcatimi and national rdifoQitation. The 
short period of **Aifo Awakening” to 1955-1967 
foiould ratha be seen as a laief intenupdoo in a much 
lar^ process of decline. Mohamed Alt's amlntious 
project to ectmomic and political revival in foe ealy 
deoMies to the past century could hsdf be so regarded: 
auofoa short-lived iuternqstion to a locg declining 
trend. And both Mdiamed Ah and Nassa ^ed for foe 
same reason: the Arabs had become too weak to stand 
iqi to tiie aggressive expansion of the West 

Thirdly, and at the cost of bong more sinister, even 
brief Aikb successes must be seen in tiie ligk to a 
changing in tern a t i onal cnvironmcnL Natfaa Mohamed 
AK nor Nassa would have succeeded, even partially, 
had the intemational environment not been fevouraltie 
at the time. Of course, each of these two great men 
tn»d excepftHmal persona} daiacteristics which helped 
to bcitig about foose successes, bnt what made tiiem 
even more “exc^ata!” was that tiiey h^qiened to 
rule at a time wl^ no sin^e supeipowa could aloie 
donrinate die world. When wold domination by a sin- 
gle powa became possible, tbe two men were sudden- 
fy cut down to size, ft is iuqxntant to admit this if one 
is to riled the iUurion that tiiese two ^raious poiods 
in Arab history (182(M0 and 1955-67) could be re- 
peated simply by rntrodueiiig some doniatic refrinn or 
by a iuppy coincidence sudi as die biitit of anodwr in- 
s pir ed Aral leada. Alas, even these happy events, un- 
likely as they are, are not sufficient to Imng about an 
Arab revival. The process of decline had alrrady start- 
ed wifo tbe first encounter wifo foe modern West, al- 
most exac% 200 years ago, and since then the spells 
during wfaiefa this decline was arrested were ineviwly 
short-lived and dqiendent mainly on external dreim- 
et^e»s which allowed tiie Arabs no more tiian tem- 
porary relief No real and se cure revival could there- 
fore be hoped for unless foe origiiial causes of tiie 
declme are squarely met 

When I say tiiat Arab started two hundred 

years ago, I do not mean to deny tiiat, even before the 
first encounta with the modem West, the Arabs had 
been showing syn^toms of weakness. Political dis- 
i n teg ra t i on, economic and inteUeetnal g»»g"fW< woe 
tiie rule rofoa than the exception for at least the pre- 
ceding t hr e e centuries, but in foe absence of Western 
encroadimeat tiie opportunities fot politic^ culturri 
and economi c revivu were always at hand. This is 
sfarevn ^ die numerous movements for cultural and 
economic refinm in various parts of the Arab and 
Muslim world during tbe late 18th and tinou^iout tbe 
19fo centesy, movements which were dealt crushing 
blows by die mvading West The Wahhabis in AnUa, 
the Senonsis in litora and the Mahdisis in tiie Sudan 
are examples to strong movements for .cohnral and re- 
ligious rmnni, in addition to tbe movemoits frir polft- 
and economic reffarm of Mohamed AU in Egypt, 
Emir Beshir in Ldianon and Daoud Pasha in Be- 
fbre tiie Arabs cam e unda Western dommation. tbe 
Arabs were indeed stagnant for centuries, but there had 
alwqrs been a latait potential for emerging from this 
sragpation by pntely domestic efforts. Since the be- 
gtiming of ’Western dominance, every domestic effort 
at wgtywMi revival has bren sevoely crushed, to adiidi 
was added, dnri^ foe last SO years, tiie disasiroiis en- 
croachment of 23onism. 


The rqieated successes of the West, and later of Zion- 
ism, in sobjugatiog the Arabs, and the corrapooding re- 
peated Arab feilures to protert themselves, can of course 
be explamed by siqierior milftary powa and more ad- 
vanced teduKdogy. But 1 am inclinm to give precedeoee 
to pqndiolo9C3l lectors. Arab militaiy, political and ec- 
onomic weaknesses are only symptoms of a psycho- 
logical cothqise, a conqilete loss of self-confidenre, an 
astonirinDg rcadmess to find fiuilts in oneself and to see 
one’s own virtues as weaknesses and sbortonnings. The 
sight to tiie Arab giant, wifo enomous economic and 
demographic resources at its di ^ingtl, and one to tbe 
richest cultural heritages, behaving tike a mindless and 
powaless robot, being led about witiiout tbe sU;^est 
trace to a wiU of its own, is indeed a very pitiful sight 
But the sohitioa c ann ot Ue, as is often dami ed, in more 
rqiid ectmoinic development or in more democracy, for 
what more “economic devekiinnent” and more “de- 
mocrat^ actually, mean today, for almost all of foe 
Tbiid 'World, is uotlimg other thm mme of tbe same bu- 
miUatum and snb^gatian to external oppression. Na is 
the sohUxon to be found, or so it seems to me. in foe 
wideiqiread adoption of a new intapHetation to Islam, so 
Jong as tills new in ter pi eta ti oo continiies, tike roost cur- 
rent interpra a t i ons, to confuse national revival with pa- 
sonal salvation. To be sure, a psychological revival of 
the Arabs and a renewal of tbk* self-craifideDee is al- 
most inamceivriile without a levi^ of religious ^fo, 
but it is conceivable that a “return to retigun” could 
to being abont such a revival, and could in feet make 
dungs worse. For a revival of religious faitfa that ex- 
cludes or even antagonises imp o r t ant minorities, or sup- 
presses women, could only be disastrous, and a “ r e turn 
to religioD” tiirt empl^ses private virtnes at die ex- 
pense of coDective action may coniiibifte noiiimg to foe 
cause tooational revivaL 

To si^ tint Arab revivri is enadMomit upon psyeho- 
logical rehriiilftatioD latiia than on economic or polit- 
ieu reform, is of course to make tbe solution appear 
even more difticnlL Like c uri n g severe depression, it is 
much easkr said than done. Brt fortunately, foe task is 
made easia for a nation than frir an individual by tbe 
fact that in the case of a nation, different generaiioiis 
are involved. The p^dwlogieal ««*»*»** to one genoa- 
ti(» may not be passed on to tiie next, provided tost 
enough efibrt is made to “psycbological qua- 

rantine” for the protection to tiie young. This can be 
achieved only by a thoroi^ revisioa to our system to 
"edneation”, in the widest possiUe meaning of educa- 
tion, wdildi inclndes mass enhure, tiie media, and foe 
way to bringing up children witUn foe feimly. This 
again throws a heavy reqxnsibUity on oa intdlectaals, 
alone are capable of suraiouotiBg tbe severe ob- 
stacles created by oa politicians in cocqieration with 
extonal powers. And of course it is not an easy task, 
not wwiiifg lifting oneself iqi by one’s own boot-strqis. 
Sioct to an unforeseen stroke of exceptionally 
tndc, howeva, ft seems to be tiie only out, if in- 
dred we are to have a future at alL It is also a very 
slow process, since tiie task here is not to build a fac- 
tory. a oigaitise, for once, clean dections. It is no less 
dan the task of rebdlding a mind. But if tbe malaise is 
really that deep, and the goal is no less than complete 
recovery, how could one expect this goal to be 
adtievea within a few decades? 

The yvriter is a professor of economics at the American 
ZMtversity in Cairo. 


NapUkiMc m 

A pr< » i p»Mv e fy mefflang nmto or ^’^'PKeacta introdiiced a pmnmg press 
leWra.fD-w e&oc have been hf^ ^ ^rindL -Mobaned Ah later pmcliared to- 
piyj i ^ fp gj d y alMa tofoei^ .i fcnn/l fiift AmirqaPimtmgPra^ 

of :lBie Btocih esqiedi^ to; m great Irngfos m aagnantiag 

' ia a&ific sockrire estiiblid^^ 

•qEk tfr. . .polcQii wtakfo are atiH. ooBbilwriiiig Siib- 

. ftopoiiienb of rtanfiaTiy teaMiAEgyptinlife 

viddteM and oven fee Egypt Sl^becaioeaa inyffM 
^ Napbleofi's soldies go^er Mohamk'Afi'aDd Kbeifive IsBiBiL fis 

l B5iigay [amB« cooqaratsexludtotoliiite 

> ^ouicesof flicN3eintiieaoiifo,lotiie Arab 
hrafoAiti^lSfo koany — tbo erfterioa of Pbunsoh in foe east and to Turkey and 

Greece m foe noiliL We Would ho doo^ lose 
howeva; it was tia pssence - -jn]^ aawiwprt the role to the Reach 

£tame^tioois oa^Xptianaid wwfo . a^^rarattnns toan Spvadin ^ 

** recover **n ,; cnps^feiton^ertoU^^to 


fitt French croeditiflo came.*^ : mug weBs of- igb.; l b a^ tte^rame 

; ^*rt^ fiiit.ff ^ rf^hBddteAgramEsypt j 

■ -L ^ Jjrfiix to too.. fniL. . . . : 

ni'liMturi ^thle'eykte .tohuhay n^ be emuioed 



and'ro-: .-’.^MinmaM 


Last yea 1 tiie first eei^ 

tcnaiy totbe deafo ofKhnfive Tonail akae; 
by ptMirinsg a conqxdienBro wtxk on tiie 
Khedievri Port (dl^Bosra ^UUtedhw^a). As 
■ar^ib,lwasaccnsedtobraigaioyriirt! 1 
am, howeva, presenfy writing a com- 
pi die uri ve wmk about Nassa and will most 
prob^ edriwte atone the brnwitennial of 
titeE^ifoaqiefitunwifoabbokanNa- 
polem due to 8|9pear in 1998. 1 hope tiwn tiiat 
I not be aocosed of bdqg an agent to 
Ranee! 

BrMaged Motemed Fanig 
Pndd^ Mss Qmp 
Cairo 

Tiie high road 

jmwfiwKm is nmally ewdeneed 
by the ca&a of su!^ manw, mforatatio^ 
and .anafysis tritich areall de fi vawd to die 
render via, ht^pefblly, a tSstinct aid refined 
liqgustie styfe Rral lapftwrimBl jptirrwTIffW 
strive to M am tnd 'stftmdate di9 readera 


'. ' X was qinte' foriieanened leoendy by te 
'eanqia^ in tiie and opposition 

.ne wsp ia p eg to barii Bipyamm Netayabu, 
: tire prime mioBta to Isnk before and ducw 
• ingm fiirt visit to Egypt 
/'In'izty Ofnnon,'tire-berini9 weBCbfyoiid 


hami gp twJWfaH inmite and derogatoiy use 
of a^eetives derived fiom tire prime mm- 
irter’s same in Airixc. 

To be suR^ thae are valid re as ons to be 
twUift with tire pri me mimster, but ow dis- 
jtieasoie wifo te man dionld be oanfined to 
tiie realm of olgective aid ladoDal cziikism 
topolidesandpositions. 

Tnoihe and gwte ftarfnnwa earnimt hear 

consequence oo NrtaiQabu’s pori- 
tioos. Ihe eod restft s ^ (nr nn^ trill 
StrfEcr 80d fflf T IflSD&CDVlty wjQ 

confirmed, hi tins regard, I tqqdaud toe 
ia taking tire fai^ road as a standard 

policy. 

Ih-FtOneaSUnti 

AkxaMria 

Crimes against man 

Sir- The irtt e fna tio m! oommuni^ has been 
Radovan 'fCimAiin m iWnH 
in to tire UN War Crinres ’nSrenal in Ihe 

Hague In he tried fig gimfliagatna hTWTBwu 

ify. HeisaecusedtoaiBiiitiKrtocriixiesda- 
iqg tbe wa in Bosi^ mdufong destroying le- 


to mrtlflMliii o a bi i ighl w i ii ^ afwt cx- 

j wi ir i ii g twi i w lt wfc of wnni e yi and iwwi and 

boring tiasn riive in graven ' wnitig 


hnndmdc of and DSlSg hO^ 

tages as human shields to avert NATO air 
stokes. 

Afta an these savage and brutal crimes 
gainst famiamfy, I ariefoe mtemationai com- 
numify what of penalty would be ^ 

propcate? 

Shady Aamafl Bahr 
Aswan 


Palace disappeared 

Sir- Whateva happened to the Mania] Pal- 
ace Hrael? I leamt tino^ tbe pages of Al- 
Ahrrnn ITeejl{y that it was to dose temporari- 
ly hf^wiM tire Egyptian autborities had re- 
fiised to rorew tire codtract of Cliti) Med, the 
Fioreh cotrareny wfaiefa bad previously run- 
tire hotsL The Mamal Palace returned to 
EGOTH, tire Egyptian bolding cooqiany, 
ufoo, we were mfixmed, had great plnis to 
i nywtn That was two summers 

and rvehe^ nothing mnresinoe. 

The Manial Rlace Hold is cettainiy a po- 
tential moneyspinna. It is, I bdieve, Cairo’s 
ooty hotel with extoirive grounds, wfaiefa aie 
(woe'^ beautifully cared fa. fe aforin g care- 
fully lAelled aolMnipical itiants, andent 
faces, peaceM bwns im a swinnnii^ pool 
ft also indudes, toooarae, tire ManU Naee 
ftad^cDeetirehonreofFrineeMcfoamedAlL 


Outside private clitiis, tiie Manial Palace was 
otre to tire few placa in Cairo where you 
could fed fer from the dty. 

Is tire hotel to rec^ien? Who is to run it? Are 
its gardens to be preserved? 

Janet Fiddittg 
Maadi 

Tobnik holiday 

Sr- Ian writing to convey my appr e ci a ti on 
of the Libyan Med i t euau ean resort of To- 
bruk, where ay wife and I stayed recently. 

We were diariied a modest a oiriit for 
our lage room in a comfortable hotel not 
three blocks from tire sea. Tbe room was of 
equal a faigba standard than many socallcd 
tie luxe suites that are biDed at severtd times 
that rate in Caico’s exelorive five-star hotis. 
Tbe standard of service affixded by everv 

mendrer of tiie staff ms of such a high ad- 
fore dot any ooe of them could have been tbe 

act u al owna. I would also reconuneod tbe 

excdleot seafood on tofer in the hotel’s spn< 

cfousairi welcoming resiaiinmr 
More people should visit Lfoya and its 

wonderiulty niviting nortiira comtline. Tire 


GanlegQiy 


/•- Ve.-r 
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foolish thjngsreihihd David S^aike of ver^s you versus me 



Arabic lakhi; Open Air Theatre; Cairo 
Opera House; 18 July 

Where do song birds go in the winter 
time? If they are good they go to die 
opera houses of Euro-America, in sum- 
mer time, if Aey are famous, dead and 
Egyptian they leave their {^bes in 
paradise and fly home to Cairo. Egypt 
is a land of conventions, the latest 
ing a return fliglit to the Cairo Opera 
House's open air Arabic tattt. The ve- 
nue is laige enou^, picturesque and 
cool even on the most humid mid- 
summer night So the great gaudy 
come in on the summer air to do 
their annual job of haunting, regular as 
Banquo. 

Only the highest are chosen — Ab- 
del-Halim Hafez, Mobamed Abdel- 
Wahab, Umm Kalthoum, and among 
die living, Warda. First among the 
^osts. of course, is Umm Kalthoum. 
But dead or alive, they have forged a 
tradition of their own, beyond the va- 
garies of fashion. They are icons whose 
sheen never dims. 

Interesting fb wonder wboi and how 
thu tradition of singing came about 
Did Umm Kaldioum’s forenmners, be- 
fore the age of the disc or die ts^, s^ 
as she sang? Did the tradition which 
produced them begin long ago? What 
did singers sing in le gram/ Caire of the 
18tb century? 

There were always voices, of course, 
even in very ancient Egypt Umm Kal- 
Aoum's technique and vocal per- 
sonality sprang fiom old roots, religious 
and secular. But the form that enabled 
her to flower in a dynamically changed 
20th centuiy had ve^ firm tradhicms. 

These pt^ular singers tepreseat in 
many ways, an ancient sound revved iqi 
to cope with the new, the odd and the 
dramatic outpourings of our times. One 
thing they all have in common is the 
strange feature of placing all accent on 
the word. Prima ia pc^e — some- 
diing it took Euit^ centuries to learn. 

The singers represented in per- 
formances by today's young artists 
were, and are — in Warda’s case — 
first masters of the word and dien of die 
an of wrapping it around die note. Eve- 
ry syllable of the august ori^nals are 


heard, even by strangers to the Ai^ic 
langu^. 

Vl^iat of the songs diemselves, and 
the sacred monsteis who sang them? 
After a short in by the very good 
orchestra, every one of whom seemed 
to be a virtuoso, Hamdi Hasbem sang 
two songs by i^^l-Wahab and one by 
Mobamed FawzL The set began widi 
one of tbc^ exciting, Itxig held ois- 
rino/O' notes used n> introduce a solo 
performer. It is as dramatic an entrance 
as havin g to sbowUy descend a steep 
staircase as used to be done in die old 
European music halls. 

Ar^ so the star — for Hamdi Hashem 
seems one. He has a large, kindly voice, , 
neither a fashionable b^ whh^ nor a 
heave ho, muscular Rambo tone. He 
knows wfaat he is doing and uses a lot of 
in diis diree-songs-in-<Mie 
preseatatido, displaying trills, riiakes 
and the kind of long Oriental runs found 
in Mozart, who m couise had beard 
Oriental music. A fine opening. 

Then came a lady in black. There is 
always one, cme lady, one black dress. 
Why always black? Her set consisted of 
two Umm Kaltboum songs. Would die 
empress of the Orient have been.fiirious 
if she bad worn a striku^ number in 
red? Anyway, tins singer, Fatma El- 
Ganayri, looked handsome and sang 
with presence. She was careful to make 
all her words clear — tiie large audi- 
ence expected this and knew by heart 
all tile scmgs performed at tiiis concert, 
lite wngs have, after all, becope folk- 
knes fiocn a time twice remo*^ fixira 
rtiis. The folk and the lore of that time 
are still alive whi(± naturally begs a 
question — where are the folk of iiow? 
Maybe it is not so easy to represent the 
musical inferno of 1996. 

Thra another man came to sing other 
songs. Atef AMeL-Hamid had a soft 
grained but very eiqiressive voice. He 
was the poet, the loner of yesterday's 
romance. He sang two of die fiaest 
songs of the ni^it, one c reated for Ab- 
del-Halim Hafez, tears and joys of yes- 
terday made palpable, povrarfli] and 
ha unting by the quizzlcal sweet and_ 
sour Abdel-Halim, ^ Hamlet of Egyp- 
tian song. A hard act to follow, thou^ 
Abdel-Hamid had a good try. 


Then came Sahar Nagui, in black and 
silver. Sbe bas a strong, vibrant voice 
that actually gets close, in climactic 
moments, to die daunting original 
Ti imti Kalthoum, with whom sbe 
opened her set of four songs. Tlw next 
two were by Abdel-Wahab, while the 
fourth, a song performed most famous- 
ly by Warda, closed tiie coiiceit. The 
range demanded for the Kalthoum and 
Warda songs taxed this soprdno. She 
was full out and sounded un- 
comfortable, but tiie heart of the song 
was there. 

Interesting conceit, fine inteqneters 
and splendid instniincaital soloists. Past 
and present, the voices are here and 
around but where is tiie ^wt of the 
Zeitgeist of the late 1990s. Not so easy 
te te a songbird fiom hell. 

Trio Jazz: Ahmed Rabie, v/Uk Rashad 
Fahint. k^'board, Ahmed Rc^heb, bass 
guitar: C^en Aif Theatre; Cairo Opera 
House. 21 July 

Drums! Not a misdummer night’s 
dream. Not drums, not apin. 

But as this concert began drums h 
was. Drams are not everyone's musical 
meat, not mine at least But the large 
audience appeared well-conditioned to 
the bangs. Orums used to be for bi^e, 
till the bomb took over. Now tbey don't 
even bury kings to their sound Ihe me- 
dia has taken over that paiticular role. 

But whra we heard the thunder of 
hooves that creates that fontier feeling, 
underpinned by the sound of the Ah- 
med Rabie jazz trio, it was an ex- 
perience to be enjoyed. This trio has a 
strong, imperative sound, with no soft 
edges. Then is no little drumm«' boy 
for Rabie, nw drum majorette in stretch 
DjioQ body sack with gold braid and 
hat We are for once fairly in 
the dark and dotty nineties and it im- 
press. Though the summer juice is 
running very thin musically these two 
concerts, of the 18 and 21 Jmy, kept the 
figging, beat battered spirit up arid go- 
ing. 

A drum is now more than a drum for 
~ Ahmed Rabie. Anything you bit to pro- 
duce a noise is a dnm for him. He 
doesn't I wng drums but bangs discs. 


Amid a tropical forest of silver creepers 
and lianas ore three such discs — they 
are all part of bis electronic equipment 
He sits in foe middle using force. At foe 
back of the theatre space, amid the 
shadows of foe terrace surrounding the 
opera, sit his cmnpanions who regulate, 
synthesise and blend foe sounds we 
eventually get to hear. The sounds are 
often marine made, like a science fic- 
tion soundtrack. Sometimes, fooiigh, 
foe Rabie trio rises above tills. There 
are signs that something yet human re- 
mains, lurching about arid arousing, if 
not pi^ fbr, at least an interest in, the 
species. In fact most of the music is pit- 
iless. It is like trying to love a nuclear 
aircraft carrier. 

The Rabie discs end at this point A 
pause for nmoing repairs. Then come 
tbejeal drums, huge bronze pods, erotic 
and formidable. Most of foe audience 
are Terminator-sized males. Why do 
men Hire drams so much? A jungle feel- 
ing? Protest, a sign of? We get ama^g 
sounds from foe pods, the discs, piano 
and bass guitar combining to do their 
virtuoso stuff. 

A fizzy, fire cracker display emerges 
from foe material, and it gi^ better as it 
progresses. You can take ^ur mind off 
foe song but the mechanics stay with 
you. Th» autiientic drum thunder. 

But fois is Cairo not Las Vegas. The 
sound of foe tend may have ex- 
tinguished foe stars above but the Sher- 
aton tower still stands. Then on again, 
t^gs have changed, quieter, more 
rhythm, less hassle. We move into a de- 
finable major key. It is beginning to 
dance. Dance little gentleman — there 
are hardly any ladies present — but 
dance alone. 

The sound changes again, and then 
becomes almost a commentaiy. The trip 
we have made has a catch. In foe head 
on confiontation of now it is me, not 
you no togetherness is visible. Even the 
family unit is under threat. From what 
and how is foe business of sociologists 
arid politicians. Music merely makes its 
o^rvations, a watcher in foe centre of 
tiie silver jungle. 

And then jas proper. The bow tie is 
tied at last and there is that certain per- 
fume around. 


Theatre 


I caimot pretend that 1 liked 
Pinter's Old Tates much when 
I fust saw it at the Aldwych 
back in 1971. Despite a v^ 
impressive cast — with Vivian 
Merchant and Dorothy Turin as 
the two old friends who meet 
after 20 >’cars. and Colin 
Blakely making up the triangle 
as the latter's husband — not 
to mention Peter Hall who di- 
rected, the play seemed to drag 
on endlessly and, as far as 1 
could judge back tiien, quite 
poimlessly. I suppose I was too 
young to be moved by the nos- 
talgic mood of the characters 
and not sufficiently sophisticat- 
ed enough to appreciate Pint- 
er's brand of wit or see foe fen- 
ny side of the sparring match 
b^een the husband and die 
wife's former girifriend. The 
conflicting reminiscences and 
contradictory evocations of the 
pafl baffled me, and foe sudden 
shifts from foe present to the 
past were simply startling. I 
failed to realise foen as I have 
since, that foe ambiguity of the 
action was foe essence of the 
play, that Pinter was using the 
ver>' old and hackneyed dra- 
matic formula of the menage a 
trois not only to cynically re- 
veal foe game of power and 
domination at the root of most 
relationships but also to ques- 
tion the certainly of memoiy 
and identity. 1 came out of the 
theatre feeling quite stupid and 
thoroughly exasperated and 
only chtrered up when someone 
humourously said tiiat if only 
Deeley, the husband could re- 
member whose skirt (Kate's or 


The riddle 
of the skirt 


Nehad Selaiha watches 
as a young director wres- 
tles Harold Pinter’s Old 
77mes at Ai-Hanager 


Anna's) be had looked up at a 
certain party 20 years tefore, 
all his troubles, and ours, would 
be over. 

Deeley's pathetic attempt to 
break into the relationship be- 
tween die two old friends and 
claim for himself a foodiold in 
their past takes the shape of a 
stoiy, somewhat crass and vul- 
gar, but very funny, which is 
suppo^ to prove tlM he knew 
his wife's Mend in the past. 
Once, at **someone's flat, some- 
where in Westboume Grove," 
be says, *'you sat on a very low 
sofa: I sat opposite and located 
up your skin." Anna denies foe 
stray and we believe her, but 
then, towards the end, she men- 
tions in passing that she once 
'borrowed* some of Kate’s un- 
derwear to go to a party without 
telling her and only confessed 
to her later, telling her that she 
bad been punished fbr her 
naughtiness because some man 
spent foe whole evening look- 
ing up her skirt. Was that man 
DmI^ Was it her skin he had 
looked up at Kate's underwear? 
Or was it Kate’s skirt? 

At foe climax of the battle 
over Kate, Deeley repeats the 
same story about foe parly, this 
time in Kate's presence; then, 
suddenly, be is not sure: "She 
thought she was you" he says. 


"Maybe she was ^u, maybe it 
was you..." At tills point, how- 
ever, neither the veracity of the 
story, nor the accuracy of De- 
eley's memory count for much: 
the feet that what we call ’the 
past’ is a bundle of biased, un- 
certain and twifiirting nar- 
ratives has been teasii^ly e$- 
tabli^ed; more importantly, the 
battle betvreen Anna and De- 
dey over Kate's affection is, as 
it soon transpires, quite point- 
less. In a sudden and quite un- 
expected burst of linguistic en- 
ergy. Kate, who had been more 
or less completely silent 
througbout, except for a few 
random and desultory remarks, 
make it clear that foe fight be- 
tween the two contestants (acrid 
despite the thin crust of civ- 
ilized erotic banter) was really 
pointless: botii had lost even b^ 
fm they started.' For Kate. 
Anna and Deeley bad been 
dead a long time ago. 

That Pinter when writing the 
play had in mind a particular, 
quite well-known triangle — 
that of Leonaiti/Virginia Woolf 
and Vita-Sackvill^West — is a 
very plausible proposition, 
which I hope to investigate one 
day: the attings and chaiacters 
are siitqily too close to this liter- 
ary trio for the matter to be a ' 
mere coincidence. But even 


witiiout this intriguing com- 
pUcation. Old Times remains a 
veiy difficult and tricky pla;/ to 
stage. The hint at l^ianism 
which keeps surfeciog every 
now and foen makes it even 
dangenw to stage, given our 
'censorial' conditions, and must 
have been a deterrent to many 
an aspiring director. In fact, it is 
amazing bow PintCT, who >S 
quite weil-known in ^ypt is 
rarely pe rfor med. Except for 
The Lover and The Dumb 
er, both performed by Al- 
Warsha troiqie and directed by 
Hassan El-Giraly. there is no 
record of any pnMuctions of his 
play. This Mohamed 

Abul-Soud's venture at AI- 
Hanager all foe mrae valuable. 
He gives us foe two acts of Old 
limes in loro, in amazingly el- 
egant and eloquent Egjrprian 
^bic (thanks to Mohamed 
Merwalli’s translation) and with 
an amazingly talented young 
cast. 

Pinter's stage directions re- 
galing set and movement were 
in general stticlly followed but 
alterations were made in 
the interest of relevance. Writ- 
ing in 1971. Pinter made his 
cteracteis reminisce about the 
London of the *S0s. In 1996, at 
die age of twenty-five, Abul- 
ScRid could not reach further 


back than foe '60s; so instead 
of the '50s tunes, we had the 
Beatles, and rather than Odd 
Man Our. foe film foat brin^ 
Deeley and Kate (or was it 
Anna) together and figures 
prominently in Deeley’s rec- 
ollections. we have Jean-Luc 
Godard's t'hre So lie. The 
‘flea-pit* of a cinema Deeley 
remembers is recreated 1^ 
means of a screen on which 
shots of the film are projected. 
Id the second half (foe two 
acts of foe play ore pjayed 
straight Ihrou^ with no inter- 
val), these are replaced with 
footage of Anna (Sherine EI- 
Ansari) and Kate (Manal 
Youssef) dressed in each oth- 
er's clothes and convrasiog 
happily on a bed. and of De- 
eley (Khaled Et-Sawi) walk- 
ing in repeatedly though the 
big French window, which 
frames the stage at the back. 
Through the window, on a 
pale backdrop, foe lighting 
(designed by Christoph) re- 
flected tbe moods of the char- 
acters in telling shades. 

The force young actors did a 
very gocxl job with a very dif- 
ficult and tricl^ text — matte 
all the more trickier by the di- 
rector's insistence on playing 
up the lesbian potential of tbe 
relationship between the two 
old flatmates. Khaled El-Sawi. 
in particular, who, like Pinter, 
is bolb on actor and a play- 
wright, gave a memorable vir- 
tuoso performance, and foe 
audience who flock nightly to 
AI-Hanager adored every min- 
ute of it 


EXHIBITIONS 


ll)i-aliiai Abdcl-Gliaiil 
AteEer Ju Caire, EI-R<ttih SiJdit) 
Hall. 2 Karim EI-DawLi Si. DtiuTi- 
fown. Tel 574 6730. Daily eft.' Fri. 

lOam-lpm. 

Ahui Cl-Sberif (Sculptures) A Ali 
El-Saliabi (Scul^ures) 

Atelier du Caire, El-Nagiiti Hall. 2 
Karim El-Dirvla St Dowmowa. Tel 
574 6730. Daily ac Fri. lOam- 
Ipm. 6pm-l0pm 

Group Show 

Marimba GaUery. S Cham- 
poUion A. ZtoHUTiftiMfi. Te! 578 ■ 
4494. Daily exe Fri. lOain-Spm. 
Show fijaniring ihc worlcs of artist 
ethituiing at the gallery in the Iasi 
six years. 

George Seiiio I (Writings) 

Gailety Saiama, 36tA .Ahmed Orabt 
St. MohaitJessin. Te! 346 3242. 
Daily exc Fri. I0um-2.3(^>m «S 
5.3dpm-9.3f^. L'niil 31 Juh\ 

Mohamed Shaker (Paintings) & 
Tarek Zabadi (Sculptures) 

Extra CeOety. 3 El-Nexstm 5i. 
Zumalek. Tcl 340 6293. Daily exe 
Skn, I0.30am-2pm <£ SpmSptn. 
Until 27 July. 

Group Show (Paindogs & Sculp- 
tures) 

Espaee GaUery, I El-Sherifem St. 
DbnTirviiTL Tel 393 1699. Daily exe 
Fri (S 5iir. 9am-lpm. Until 5 Au- 
gust. 

Hdlenic Library 

Foundation for HeBemc Cuiture, 6 
Atxha El-Taymauriya Si, Gari^ 
Cin\ Tel 355 1871. Daily exe Sat A 
Sun. I0am-2pm. 

A display of books about Greece in 
Creek. EngtL«h. French and Arabic. 

Tbe Museum of Mr aud Mrs M(H 
burned Mahmoud KhalD 

/ Kajbur EI-AldisluJ St. Dn^. Td 
336 2376. Daily exe Mnn. lOcun- 
6pm. 

Egypt's laigesi colieciion of nine- 
teenth century European art 
amassed by tbe late Mahmoud Kha- 
lil. including works by Courbet 
Von Gogh. Gauguin. Monet and 
Rodin. 

Egyptian Musenm 
Tahnr Sif. Dvwntown. Tel 575 
4319. Daily exe Fri, Sam-5pm; Fri 
9am-/l.l5amA lpm-3pm. 
Outstanding collection of Pharaonic 
and Ptolemaic treasures and die 
cunttuvetsial mummies' room. 

Coptic Museum 

Mar Girgis, Old Cairo. Tcl 362 
8766. Daily exe Fri. 9am-4pm; Fri 
9am-llamA Ipm-Spm. 

Founded in 1910. the museum 
houses the largest collection of 
Coptic art and anefaers 
in the workL 


Islamic Museum 
Port Said St. Ahmed 
Maher Si. Bab El-Khahi. 
Tel3W 9930f390 i52lK 
Daily ew Fri. 9am-4pm; 
Fri 9am-ll.30am A 
2pm-4pm. 

A vast collection of Is- 
lamic arts sod cmAs in- 
duding miishndfiya, lus- 
tKware ceramics, 
le.niles. woodwork and 
coins, drawn from 
Egypi’a Fatimid. Ayy- 
ubid and Mameluke ^ 
riods and other countries 
in tbe Islarnic worhL 


Listings 


Afarit El-Asfali {AspbaH DeinoiB) 
Sivuli //. 26 Julv St. Downlown. Td 
S7f 5053. Daily Ipm, 3.3lhnn. 
6.3llfm A V.3(hnn. . 

Qs^ama Fawzi's debut Him depicts 
the lives of a number of mioobus 
drivers. perfiniDcd by Mahmoud 
Hemciib. Abdaila Mahimud and 
Hassan Hosni. 

Ya Donla.. Ya Gharamf (Life... 
My Passion) , ,,, ^ _ 

Tiba I. Nasr C7rv Tel 262 9407. 
Daily lO.SOam. 3.30pm. 6.30pm A 
9.3(ipm. 

Ma^i Aimed Alt's debut film ex- 
plore die iorioule lives of three 


Tbe Americaa Prcridciti 
Romms HBion O, ComteAe B-Nil 
St. Td 574 7436. DaUy ^Stkan. 
I.Sftpm. 3.30pm. 6J0pm A ^l^m. 
file president is a widower and 
about to Gall in love: Wtdi Midiad 
Douglas and Aimene »«■»«"; . 

MUSIC - 


bam SI 


n playi 
ihanine 


and Hala Sedqi. 


El-Tabwila (Railway Junction) 

Tiba U. Sasr Ciiy. Tel 262 9407. 
Daily lOJOam. 6.31^"" A 

9.3^>m. . r» u 

This contiD%'ersial is Amali Bah- 
oBSsi's itrsi directorial outing. 

d^Salahif (The Turtles) 

Lido. 23 Emadeddin St, Downtown. 
Td 934 284. Daily lOam. Ipm. 3pm, 
6pm A ^m. 

With Samir Ghabem. 

Ightiyal (Assasinadoa) 

Sphinx, ^dunx Sq, Mohandessin. 
Tel 346 4017. Daily 8pm Kona 
Palace. 17 Ei-llp St, Emadeddin. 
Dovmunm. Tel 924 727. DaUy 
tOam, Ipm, 3pm Ikun A 9pm R»- 
dio, 24 Taiaai Harb St. Downtown. 
Te! 575 6562. Dailv lOam. ipm 
3pm. A 9pm. Jioqr. Easy Sq. 
Hdiopolis. Te! 258 0344. Daily 
Hlam. 3pm. 6pm A 9pm. Fotem 
Hammama. Maniai. El-Rada. Tel 
364 9767. Daily lOam. 3pm, 6pm A 
9pm 

Fair Came 

Karim Ji. 15 Emadeddin St. Down- 
ion-n. Td 924 830. Daily lOam 
Ipm. 3pm. (!{pm A 9pm. ELSaUtm. 
65 .Abdd-Hamid Badawi St. He- 
liopolis. Td 293 1072. DaUy 
6.3l^m A 9.3l^m and 
Thurs midnighf show.. Nerman^Pt 
3l EJ-Ahram St. Tel 230 0254. 
TTiurs mbinighl show. 

She is a women with a secret who 
someone wants to silence and be is 
die cop who's going to help her... 
whether she likes it or poL With 
Cyndi Crawford and William Bald- 
wia 

Jamanji 

Hormandy. 31 El-Akram 5L He- 
liopolis. Tel 258 0254. Daily 
I2.3^m 3J(h>m, 6.30pm A 

9.3(hm Caire AenOWr, El-Gdaa 
St. Giza. Td 360 6081. Daily 
10.30am. /.JdpiH. 3.3lhm. 

V. jqtvR A midnight. 

El-Htmtm El-Harem St. Giza. Td 
385 8358. DaUy lOam. Ipm 3pm 
6pm A 9pm. A game with very real 
consequences. Widi Robin WQ-. 
lioms. 


Arabic Music 

riam Air Theatre, (^era Haase. 
Ceara. Td 342 0598. 26M} '■ 
Per for ma nce by Mtesen 
Abeer Amhi and Ahmed tbrahim. 

Jan Concert 

Open Air theatre. C^xru House. 
GsirxL Td 542 0598. 28Jdy, 9pm. 
Featuring Yebya KIialiL 

Beat and Rbtbym 
Qpin> Air T heatre , (^cra House. 
Caira. Td 342 0595. 3! Jdy. ^ 
A meeting of Eastern end Western 
mstnuneotB featuring Yi 
M'awad. ^ 

THEATRE 


EI-SttHoda 

Stmed Danridt ■ TheuUe, Alex- 
andria. Td 482 5602; 4825106. 

The National -TlMaiie prodoctiou 
tjansfors to Alexandria foe tbesun- 
mdr. Starring Aida Abdd-Aziz and 
Ahmed Ibrahim. 


BiwtbcnltascalB . 

£MM Thedre. Alaandria. 
596 0144. 


Td 



17th century ceramics at Che Islamic Museum 


Museum of Modem Egyptian Art 
(^lera House Grounds. Ceara. Td 
340 6861. Daily Mon. lOam- 
Jpm A 5pm-9pm. 

A permanent display of paintings 
and sculpture ch^ing tbe modem 
art movemem in Egypt from its ear- 
liest pioneers to latest practitioners. 

Mohamed Nagni Mueam 

Chateau P.\ivmids. 9 Mahmoud Al- 
Ciiindi St. Giza. 

A museum devoted to the paimincs 
of Mohamed Nagui (1880-1956). 

Mahmoud Muktatar Musenm 

Tahrir Sr. Cezira. Daily exc Sun 
and Mon. 9am-l.30pm. 

A permanent collection of works by 
the eculpior Mahmoud Mukhiar (d. 
1934). whose granite monument to 
Saad Zaghloul stands near Qasr El- 
Nii Brid^. 

FILMS 


Maulana ,4bul Kdam Azad Centre 
for tndan Culture. 23 Talaar Harb 
Si. Domimmi. Tel J9,t .1396. 

Paap Ki Kamaee 25 July. 4pm. 
Starring Mithun Shakarbarti. 

Japanese Cuiturd Centre, 106 
Qmr El-Aiiii St, Carden City. 
Tomoirow 25 July, t^m. 

Directed by Kumki Kazuo the film 
is a senes of vimttes featuring the 
daily lives of Ute citizens of Nag- 
asaU before the Americans dropped 
the atomic hunib on 9 August 194S. 


GmifMi'rriii/ cinemas change ihcir 
pnignMunrs cnxri' Monday. The in- 
Jormoiion prtwidtd it wiliJ ihrmijdi 
(ri ScimAiv alter which u h iim' lo 
ehivli with the eincmas. 

Mil FfiU 

RicoU /. 2oth July Si. Don-mown. 
Td 575 5il.l}. Daily Ipm. 3.30pm. 
6.3iqm, 8pm A H^m. 

Starring Hesham Saleh Selim and 
Sberihm OS a husband and wife 
who. upon being given the op- 
portunity of chosing a new failiCT, 
clioose the sanw nch nun find end 
up as siblings. 


Tbe Quest 

Cosmos U, 12 Emadeddin 5ir. 
Downiawn. Td 779 537. DaUy 
lOam, Ipm. 3pm. <ipm A 9pm. ' 

Bad Boys 

Ramsb Hilton t. Comidie El’NU 
A. Td 574 7436. Thurs midnight 
show. 

Wifo Will Smith and Martin Law- 
rence. 

Hear 

Karim t. IS Emadeddin St. Down- 
town. Td 924 830. Daily lOam 
Ipm, 3pm, 6pm A 9pm MGM. 
Maadi Gmnd Mall. Kdleyat El- 
Nasr Sq, Maadi. Tcl 352 3066. Dai- 
lv lOani, ipm. 3pm, 6pm A f^MiL 
With Oscar winners Robert de Niro 
and A) Pacino. 

Waiting To Exhale 

Tahrir, 112 Tahrir Si. DoUd. Td 

335 5726. Daily 3pm, l^m A 9pm 

The sto^ of four women, their 

friendship and their quest for love. 

With Whitney Houston and Angela 

Bassett. 

Virtuosity 

Metro, 35 Taiaai Harb St. Down- 
town. Td 39J 3897. Daily lOum. 
Ipm, 3pm, dpm A ^tm 
A computer generated serial killer 
has escaped from his holographic 
programme and is running amok. 
Its up lu the city's top cop to pull 
the plug. With Denzel Washington. 

DrJekyDAMsHyde 
Cmumas I. 12 Eirudeddin Sl Dowii- 
h>HTi. Tcl 779 537. Doily lOam. 
Ipm, Jpm. 6pm A 9pm. 


Judge Oredd 

Tahrir. 1 12 Tahnr St, Dohki. 
335 472ft Thur A Sat midniydit- 
With Sylvester Stallone. 


Td 


Toy Story 

Ramsis Hilton /, Comiche El-Nil 
Sr. Tet 574 7436 Daily 10.30am 
1.30pm, 3.30pm, 6.3l^m.9.3f^im A 
miilnight. Et^orreya I. Ei-Horreya 
MalL Roxy, Heliosis. Ddh Ipm. 
3pm. 6pm, 9pm A midnight 
The first fully computer geueraied 
motion picture fram Disney. 


BaDe (Fanfare) 

iModbief Nasr Themre. Youssef Abr.. 
bas St, Madinm Nasr. Td 403 0804, 
Daily K^mt 

Starring Salah Et-Sadani aiid‘‘df-' 
reeled by Samir Et-AsTouri 

Hi Btahatt* (Hol- 
labaloo at die Station) 

Flomteg "neatre. Td 364 95/6. 
Daily exc Tues, lOpm. 

EI-Gmot (The Chain) • 

OSatum Thedre, QasrB-dud. Td 
355 2484. Dally ^ 

Mesa’ El-Kbdr TanL. ;Va Mate 
(Good Eveniu Egypt, Agiia) 
Mohamad Fosid Thelstre, .Ehh, 
adeddin. Td 770 603. Daify . exe. 
Tues. 9,30pm. 

El-Zaim (Tbe Leader) 

B-Harum Theme, Pynanids Read, 
eta. Td 386 3952. Dat/r etc Ihes, 
9.3(8tm 

Direcled by Sberif Arafo, .starrrog 
Adel iinanL 

Dasloor Ya Siadna YourPer^ 
missioa, Mastent) 

EKFauu Theatre, RaHaes,.St Td 
578 2444. DaUy U^tuSat 8.30pm. . 
Widi Aluned Bedm aad diiMed by 
GalalEkSharkawL ' 


Ka*b’Aatt(Hi^ Heels) 
JEnfip Thastre, 1 24 Ta- 
bua Harb Sl Dovmaiwn. 
Td 575 6562. Daily exc 
Tues. 8J6^: -Wed A 
Thar. tOpm ‘ 

MamaAmraica;'. 

Qasr Et-NB Theetn.^ 
Qasr El-Ml St.' Td STS 
0761. DaUy lOpm' Mai 
8pm. ‘ 

Directed by. and sartiitg, 
Mtdiamed SobhL : 


Bahiooi ' FI Istanbul, 
(Bahlool id Istaidnil) 
Ramsa Wtou neehre. 
El-Galaa Sl Td 574 7435. Doth 
exc Mon. JOpm. 

With Samir Gbanim and Elban Sha; 
tune. 

Hueemnl Ya„. 

Et-Gezira Thamre,.Abdd-Arix AL 
Seoud, M»m/. Td 364 4160. Dally 
tf^pm Fri'A San. dJApm. 

Starring Fifi Abdou, rfirected by Sa- 
mir El-Asfouri. 

El-Gamila Wel-Wetashln (The 
Beautilul and the Ugly). 

Theatre. 13 Shqgnner Eb' 
Dorr Sl Zamalek. Tel 341 0660. 

' Daily exc Wed. 

Leila Elooi as the beau^ond every- 
one else as tbe uglies. Directed by 
Husseio Kamal. 

OMUbcs 

EbHauagm', Cairo ' Opera House 
ffounds. Td 3406861 Until 28 July 
Harold Pinter's play, directed by 
Mohamed Abul Sau4 extended for a 
week. See review opposite. 

Pharaonic Panaroma - ' 

El-Gfaad Theatre oMtegef qf the 
Balloon Theatre, Agmca. ^owtlme 
^pm 

Directed by SherifSobhi. 

Yabna Ya Hoouna 
Beirum Et-Toud Theatre, Alex- 
andria. Td 597 9960 
With Hassu Ish Itii 

and Hisham Khobs. 

Cbannriyat Aiwa Abu Matwa 
George Abymd Theesrr, £f- 
Ezbdtnv. TdS9/ 7783. 

Direaed by Sand Ardash. 


All information c o r re c t ui time oT 
going to press. However, it temins 
wise lo diedc with venues^- 6ite, 
since pro gi antmes, dates and. times 
ate subject to chai^ ar very duxt 
notice. 

Please leiepbone or send h>* 
formation lo Listings. Al-Ahram 
Weddy, Galaa % Cain. Te) 
5786064. Fox S786()S9/833, 

CoirgOedby 

Ingy EhKashei 


Around the galleries 



Ibrahim Abdel-MiieliRi 


BATIKS, carpets and drawings by Soheir 0»^' 
man are on show at the Opera House GaDeiy. 
These draw on Islamic arid Pharaonic art for ‘ ' 
their inspiration. 

Salama Gallery exhibits paintings, bas relief, 
mosaics and engravings on brass by George 
iim. 

Maintaining the habit of hosting two artists con^ 
currently, space at Extra Gallery is given ovei^ 
to sculptures by Tarek Zabadi and painting s by 
Mohanned Shaker. Zabadi’s sculjrtures, in 
wood, bronze and marble, range from tbe ab- *- 
stract to the figurative while S)taloer's paintings, 
which make use of various materials like-rt^,'- 
shells and pebbles, speak of Alexandria. " 

Alaa SheriTs sculptures in w<x>d, residually fi^ 
urative and abstract by turns, ore on diow at foe 
Atelier da Caire, as ore 1 5 pai nting s , variatibDS 
on foe pyramifi, by Ibrahim Abdel-Maghnfarid 

a numbra of dynamic pieces by Ali^Ei-^Uri. 

ReviBvteUby Magwa Odbidwt 
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‘A sublime 










Nigel l^rm explores the 
; i,::trajectoiy of Roberts, 
’ . frorn Scotfish.slum to Royal 
Academy, taking in, of 
: "/course, the Orient 


.; Tub prbblem widi Dinrid Robots is diat he is eybry- 
wbepB. He travelled widely, dnougbour the Middld 
East, crossiiig Syria, P^estine, and of coinse £gn>^ 
pfoducing oidien sketeh^' some to be worked up mto 
lull blown paintmgs on his return to P-wgiariH others to 
fiaCMOided to Ukus Hag^e, the Belgian plate "mirw 
- ^ m pe ars aloo^ide that of Roberts oi.a 

' - ' ; ' 4ai;g^ number of his Ufiddle Eastern ntbngwuJif 
. ; ; Blit' though' Roberts*' fione Tests largely on tbe {Koduct 

pTi:^ jonmeys m.the Tcsion, he had in Act travelled 
; - ; wide^ b efiire ever set^ ^ east of ' the Med- 
" jteiianean. He produced .views of France, Germany «»™i 
, jSie-' Nesfaerland^ finished a series of eograviqgs, Pil- . 
il.' cbmmis^oned by Sir Edwaid Bui- 

.'..'//.vNi^l^^daii,.and.on the advice of David Wnkie,'Rob- 
. ^ a teding portcaitist of his day, ttaveD^ 

.'^/^ad^isiveiy'm.^iain, endlessly sketdung.'F6r two yens 
; /fie;louced'<lie peninsula, drawing wring and monuments, 
>:> paying ^uaj attention .to the Moorish architecture of 
.^Andalusia and the excesses of late Spanish Gc^c. This 
■ ~V jOBiiQr whs'; to result in put^^on, in 1837, of 
. .-^r^uMTesgiie winch, fiiou^ by no means 

stOl managed, in just two. mondis, to 
some .1,200 e»pi^ It.^ouldhave ixovided Rob^ 

^ a.co^daerable tneome' had it not been ^ the art- 

. .^id'sraifaer n^e.tru^ m his publisher. 

' • vrWlUae*s..adiidce to visit Sj^in had b ee n infnmed by' 
itiie knoudeij^ dot, to the armchair trav^er at home, it. 

f ;irtmained{aii uno^kned destinaticn in the first half the 
suifidently exotic Catholic, ibr 
— ‘^as'i ISlfii century Anglican ivould, blood 


.ntteb 


'.~.iand gore.-, martyrdoms ■ 

r '.nridienrhitef^ tiie;<| 9 nimi®'i^^ of" 


'lilts' 


^ ^ nally oiflered ihe artist the sum 

k^.iUK hSerest tiiat,ira^am inm sales fig- of. XOOff. pounds for exclusive 
^ y^'ch, combinjid a taite ibr the pic- rights to; ^blisfa ibe works, as 
, ;tujeK{^^auM turn rqn^^itations of'fio- flung lands-^well as comiacting Roberts to su- 
l®tp n.yiiyiMci^ve buM /-^ "ypervise the e friiing . a taslc that 

Roberts was bom in Staddxk^. Effinbuigh, in 179ti^ would, be undertaken by the 

section of tii ejhc^ ^ yo^ B^um .ts:^ 
|ca^l^hu v Vid^bianaitBaiis.* cotta^‘ OT ? - -» -• 

. ' middloclasses^ was at IbeTR^bmi^ of 

. . 19di'cexnijy on the .cNatddm of tile cii^ a &r 
- '.snsiri^addreas'It was more^or'le^ a sluzo,.an imKkely 
^boe fbf a'Royal Academician hi^be .botiL Yet by 1 838 
7' IwAa^eved snfificicnt.'siiccess to be eldbted an 

. 7. ''|iHs6cii!li^(^tbe Royal Acad^y andhadnqgptiat^ the 
route betwera file slums and Bur- 
: . JUngtonTHoi^. It was a passage as arduous 9S any of 

■ ;t t'f fike^'exciira aiul which took in, en' route, a 
V'tsiVebe^uI 

jbuin^ began,; thou^ vndi a seven year ap^ 

' '';-/|^e^eesb 9 . with one Gavin . Biiego, a decorator of 
-.,'^>so0e'4ocd-i)q>u^oii. By 181'5 be.had moved to Perth, 
i.^.jiiddtig'np fais'fiik paid worfe.as a. decorator before re- 
..7<vitiBh^g,to.:Edhib!tn^..ad}era he'started..designing sets 
... i w Paoibe^ ^''secbnd-rate theatre vdiich at one 

■ V;.V:dN^.- asked hs decorator to create the cilyseqie of 

•i jB^siidad production oPAJi Baba and the Forty 
.-.7 i^JUevec, By 1819 itt was stea£fy moving, up-die lad- 

tiie: -Theatre Royal 
arid.tjbai at the Royal Lycei^ Edinburg 
f^.tbe begunihg of tiie I82<& his lepii^tiofl as a set 
.''.v.ltiedgoer .fiad grown to the extent that he was- cOTxmis- 
7 fsSoned fiist by the Ihuiy Lane Theatre, and. later by Co- 
'^jvehlGanlea.. 

.'l.i"^At-the same .time, he was alro developing.a reputation 
: as> a painnr,.<«odiKiDg picturesque views iw a seem- 
V' htEAy^insatiaue.. market He worked : 

. irai^''^and ^ctmqpetendy,. iuoatively 
. : nmm%:a 'taste for' R . 

' ; ' dodabdly awri producing the irinri of - - 
.{gone pjwnti^ thk^ if they would not 
tqnnoved by Ruslrin. none- 
- -flhdi^ qiproximated to the pantbe- 
principles m^Victoriana's ait 
. lidfic. h^-prieet.waa .to'.espouse in 

-7 . 'As' a pain^ Roberts* breakdiroi^ 

'rlf&siew^ the exhibition of ”A View 
.' j^ofi'foeliCdbedFal at Rouen" at tiie 
. '.f.i^^'Academy, as stag^ a picture 
.'^tHS'oiie;!fioidd. hope.. He became the 
.' of critical piaise, an, item . in 

"^-'rfaeiir^aper cblomns, and b^an to r^ 

...i'looira' commissions. Indeed, on his 
. journeys be . would spend 



tiK end of tfae mondi had ai> 
nved in Alexandria. From diere 
he travelled as fio- south as Abu 
SimbeU' making much of the 
jofimqp on a dahabiya, which be 
bad hired only with tte greatest 
<£ffieuhy. By. Christmas time 
Roberts was in Cairo, vriim he 
was to mOte than . a him l 

dred sketches, before in Feb- 
ruary of the following year 
(1839), seamg. olf for Sinai. 
.Upon robing Ga^ he demded 
to head towards jenisalem, *nri 
from there explored the -vali^ of 
tiie. JiMdaiL Heai^g noitii. a^iin, 
Roberts finally reached Baalbec, 
where he fell seriously ilL In- 
tending initialiy to travel as for 
as Palmyra, the fever he bad con- 
tracted forced him to curtail his 
plans, and so he jo ur neyed- to 
Beirut .from where, on the 13 
May, 1839, he was able to book 
passage on a ship heading for 

England. . 

The problem he foced, upon 
his return, was to sell his work. 
He approached a great many 
publislMns, none of wtom 
showed a ^eat deal of intere^ 
until Francis. Graham Moon fi- 


Haghe. 

The result was the phe- 
potnenally successful three vol- 
ume ^tiott,- The jibly Land, 
ia, Jdim^, ' Egypt. Nubia, whidi 
iqpeaM . betu^ T842 and 
j^...And Rifoerts’ fote was 
seal^ Ifis visions became, for 
19th century England, the rquesentation of the Holy 
Land. And fous a thousand book covers, calendars, golo 
firamed leptoductions and greetings cards were 
launched, together witii a tradition that reached its 'cul- 
miiirdon in the career of Sir Lawrence Alma-Tadema, 
biblical illustrator par excellence. 

The omn ip re se nce of Roberts is a difficult phe- 
nomena, to explain. He went everywhere and be is eve- 
rywhere. He hangs in Cairo lestaurants, on the sitting 
room walls of the city's residents. He is sold in every 
gift shop, in. bazaars md five star hotels. In Egypt orig- 
inal lithographs, two color prinB whidi were thra com- 
pleted by band, a laborious and time consuming pro- 
cess, chaope hands for more than they do in Loo^il 
M erfium sraed bookshr^-in provincial English towns 
all carry copies of one of the many modern editions of 
tte work. But what lies behind tiiis success? 

Cerrainly contemporaries of Roberts, tiwse who 
boti^ Moon's volunies u.tiiey appetuvd, thought tiiat 
they were buying a 'window onto a region tiiat they had 


Above, Roberts in a costume drama of bis own making, portrayed in 1840 by Robert Scott Launder in Oriental dress and 
top left; Robcats as be appeared in the first edition of TheHofyLand 


-what they wanted. As a con^uence he was to take 
- quite reinaikable liberties with both topography and 
landscape. And it is this, p^baps, that explains why so 
many of his iandscqies might just as vrell be en^ed 
"A view of die Rhine*' were it not for the exotically 
clad figures in the foreground. 

Yesterday and Today: Tiie Holy Land, a massive and 
copiously illustrated 'volume, the first of two, publisb«] 
by AUC Press, provides a useful reference jux- 
taposing Roberts' views witii recent photographs of the 
same sites. In the introduction Fabio Bou^n con- 
cludes, somewhat disingenuously, thus: 

“A bridge spanning the distance between past and 
present is off&red by the splendid photogrttyhs taken by 
Antonio Attini, a young photo Journalist who retract 
the voyage of Daynd Rohcrlr. taking photogyaydis that 
correspond wth the lithographs. This unusual mingling 
of such radicaHy different pictures is particularly in- 
formative about 'the inexorable results of the passage of 




journeys 

of his ' t ffpg on thumb nail 
’ 7 '^].d^hea '.which, upon his letuin to 
-iE^l^and.Mnmid be shown to potential 
among whose number 
i j^ctoria was eventually to be 




who would select' the. 

'jASfcw Kked best, later ^ a 

''^Itlrmked.'iin in to a full scale painting J j 


■ 'Op in to a fill! scale painting 


tibeortist. 


'- "-;.'Tfiii&Ta process, allowing ample op- 
tfae kind of atmospheric 
ddnanded by his audience was 
' whole; likely to promote 

.. either architectuial 

■ • r ‘Toriopogr^tic. Yet it was aimosixiere, 

■ after which Roberts 
.•'-''-il^PCanse it'was aimo^Aere that solo. 

' Aiki endMvour it is surely not 


r*. •• *-A j*. •* . 


*^Qday H*e ascended 
to<iM surnmit of Si- 
naia 'Which took us 


_ . two hours... The view 

. the top is the 

■ri.lBiaiiie and o»negence la the theatre Jf xr 

"---^SiSreSiseiyheipf^ most sublime that Can 

SSw ipcfhaps. foe succera ,■ 


. the resufting yol 

ebcour^^ Roberts to co^ 


be manned' 


♦ ** * «.T* J nf F M ii ii fb tSrt b ♦ Iim 4 dODCj to QWtb« 

had done .foe 


David Roberts* Jour^ 
20, February;, 





Bnyoac. 


always known, if only from bibliea] references. By their 
‘T. ’T rrTntfrm one with a very nature eye-witness accounts such as those pro- 
ssjflfm/He needed wme Xl^jdi -vided by Roberts and, in a different medium by ROb- 

- .c « . he W h* rift, ' erts* oontemporaxy, E W Lane (Manners and Customs 

of the' Modem S^yfFiaas was written between 1833- 
183$. it was a year before Roberts em- 


clififo. lonesome pmes and lor- 
=Sd^ other destman^ m 

aribcaL And foen be hh on .» h* rie- 

made out of tbe.Spani^ 

f c««t. ioirrneymg to the land 





in Europe, 
it ;J'838 Roberts ^ ' 

^ He then 

•rihtS'Siamer beadn^ for A*«an. and 


itemeot m cuiopi^ Paris. Bv the M 

tm 




Egypt) promoted themselves on tiie basis of 
-ftieir- veracity. T^ were bou^i, in more or less good 
foitfar beca^ pmported to show what other places 
were:iedly.!&e: .- 

' ' Roberts, titough. bad a difTeient agenda and his task, 
as ' an arti^ entrqireneur, was .to give his readership 


tune. These photographs have no commentary: the 
reader can draw his or her own coadusioas. or im- 
apne a modem trty through what is certainly one of 
the mom appealing and p&haps mystaious regions in 
die world. Before such eloquence, we shall leave the 
pictures to spiffin' themselves. “ 


photo-journalist, who once -again seeks to represent 
“one of the most appealing^ and perhaps mysterious re- 
gions of the worI(T* by giving yet another eyewitness 
account, this time mediat^-tiirou^ the lens of a cam- 
era. Yet what emerges tfarolagh these juxtapositions of 
images, lithograph supplemented by photograph, is less 
an appreciation of the attrition of time — in a centuiy 
and a half, even taking contemporary levels of environ- 
mental degradation into account, it is difficult to im- 
agine so many mountains -being reduced to heaps of 
r&ble — than an acknowledgment of Roberts desire 
for dramatic effect at the -expense of topographic ac- 
curacy. We are back in the theatre, back to staging, to 
all those tricks of back-drop perspective. 

On foe 20 February 1839 David Roberts notes in his 
journal: 

“Today we ascended to the summit of Sinai, which 
took us iwo hours... The view from tiie is most 
sublime that can be imagined." 

But the panorama that Roberts creates is very much 
his own. Compare Attini's photograph of The .Ascent to 
the Summit of Sinai with Roberts' print of the same. 
There is no question, having ascended the steps in Rob- 
erts' prim, that tiie view could be anything other than 
sublime. Hardly surprising -that tbis particular image, 
like a ^eat many other of Roberts’ prims, has made its 
way onto the cover of a book, in this instance The 
Longest Journey. Jennifer Potter's fictionaj' account of 
the travels in Yemen of an intnipid Edwardian English 
gantlewoman who ends up, finally, incarcerated by 
u-icked Turks. 

Wliile one should not be taken in by the discredited 
maxim that the camera never lies — the lens distorts 
the actual expmence of any landscape as much as tfae 
brush — Attini's representalion of the scene is a far 
closer approximation to reality than Roberts. The lat- 
ter's perpendicular cliffs did not erode in a century, 
they simply were not there in the first place. Robots 
created tbm for fats audience,, because this is bow 
Mount Sinai should look and they bought the book be- 
cause it did not fail their expectations. Without the four 
figures in the foreground, dressed straight out of the 
costume cupboard, it might as well be the approach to 
one of those Rhine land extravaganzas that travel bro- 
cbuies invariable refer to as “fairy-tale castles". 

The volume Yesterday and Today: The Holy Land, 
covers Roberts' journeys through Sinai, Pale^e and 
Syria. The planned second volume, which will cover 
his trip up the Nile Valley, and hence include much of 
the tourist bazaar stuff, as tvell as his work in Cairo, is 
planned for later in the year. The editors, while being a 
little slipshod, with the text, have taken gr^ pains to 
chronologically reorder the prints, changing the se- 
quence of Moon’s first edition. In doing so they have 
occasionally been forced to disregard the dating in- 
corporated in The finished lithograph, which was in any 
case often provided by Ha^e, in fovour of foe ev- 
idence supplied from Roberts' own journal. Such a per- 
nickity abroach to the ordering of the images is per- 
haps a little fostidious in a volume that purports, in its 
publicity material, to be "a lavishly illustrated gift 
book". But ev'ery publishing venture these days has to 
have its hanger, one more case qT plus fa change... 

Roberts died at the age of 68 in 1 864, a distinguished 
aitisL accorded a ^eat many honours both at home and 
abroad. A pity be did not last longer, for three years later 
Verdi was commissioned to write his Egyptian opera, 
Aida. The reasons why Roberts would have beat the 
id^ designer for the production lie less in his early ex- 
perience in the theure but in the iitho^aphs of Hiaramu'c 
ruins that will comprise the bulk of AUC Press's second 
volume devoted to the ubiquitous David Roberts, R.A. 
Given the Khedive Ismail’s reputation for extravagance, 
it could have been the business venture to top them all. 


Pubiisbing. like the leopard, finds it difficult to 
change its spots. 'The script, as written by tiu en- 
tre|»mieurial Roberts remains perauasive, and bis foot- 
steps are to be followed by his modern equivalent, the 


lUustrations taken from Yesterday and Today: The 
Holy Land. Ltihoffvphs and Diaries by David Roberts. 
R^\. text by Fabio Bourbon, photographs by Antonio 
Auini. AUC Press, 1996. LE 190 
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Critics are unpopular these 
days but this is hardly anything 
new. It u*ou!d seem to be on 
occupational hazard, fur in fact 
(hey ha\e always suffered 
from such unpopularity which 
comes, in the main, frum crea- 
tive artists. Many- creative art- 
isLs have eJaimt^ in wriiing. 
like Nicholas Craig in bis auto- 
biography /. an actor nr in in- 
I tervieu-s, that critics are in- 
variably unsuccessful artists. 
Certainly one can say, without 
much fear of contradiction, 
that there is a general dis- 
enchantment between critic 
and artist. And nowhere has 
this feeling been made more 

palpable than in the usually se- 
date Summer Show at the Roy- 
al Academy in London which 
this year contains a painting by 
R B' Kitaj called “The critic 
kills”. 

The exhibit is desenbed by Mi- 
chael Billincton in ibe Guar- 
dian as "a disturbing, angry 
work that raises conscience- 
pricking questions for anyone 
in the sq^raisal business". The 
exhibition celebrates the art- 
ist's late wife, Sandra FislK-r, 
who. the artist beiievcs. died as 
a result of the savage attacks 
i^ainst her husband's exhibi- 
tion that was organised in 
1944. 

.According to Billington. the 
reviews were not merely bad. 
they w-erc devastating and 
called Into question his whole 
creative purpose and artistic 
QleoL “Kitaj's wife bad a 
stroke and died. Ai that time 
the artist said in an interview-: 
'They tried to kill me and they 
got her instead."' 

The reviews were indeed high- 
ly personal. One such review 
lamented the “foisting on us an 
heroic master, a vain painter 
puffed with amour propre. un- 
worthy of a footnote in the his- 
tory of figurative art." 

Kitaj is not the only person 
who feels that criticism can 
kill. Robert Brustein, .Amer- 
ican director, academic and 
critic mentions in his Making 
Scenes that in the late 1970's 
he was running the Yale Rep- 
ertory Theatre. He was di- 
recting The Seagull in which 
his wife Norma was playing 
die lead. The production was 
damned by 'The critic of the 
New York Times. Mrs Brustein 
continued until the per- 
formance run came to end but 
two days after the final show 
she died of a heart attack. 
There was also the case of 
Mary Ure who in 1975 ap- 
peared in The Exorcism. As a 
result of bad reviews of her 
first night she also died. 

How many times have we been 
confronted in the cinema with 
that classic scenario — the 
show opens, the cast give h 
their all, only to spend the rest 
of the evening in a state of nail 
biting suspense until the first 
editions of the newspapers ar- 
rive. Only then do they know 
whether focy can .<;leep easily. 
There is no doubt that the his- 
tory of the arts is filled with 
hostilities between critics and 
artists. There is no doubt that 
no one, as Billington put it. 
“wants to be jud^d" or to be 
subjected to the stings of wasp- 
ish critics. But compared to 
foe past, current antagonism is 
less. Just think of foe Ruskin- 
Whistler law suit in 1877 — 
which I dealt with in a past ar- 
ticle — or foe acerbic reviews 
given earlier this century by 
that mistress of the one-liner, 
Dorothy Parker, who once 
wrote of foe perTormance of a 
leading actress that she man- 
aged to run “foe entire gamut 
of emotions, from A to B". 
Billington poses the question: 
“Musi artist and critic always 
be forced to stare at each other 
across the barbed wire?" 

He comes up with an inter- 
esting theory, which is that 
commercial art regards foe crit- 
ic as an enemy. A bad review 
affects the purchase of seats or 
undermines the number of vis- 
itors. Thus critics can stc^ art- 
ists and those involved around 
them from making money. 

There are, liuwevcr. in ilie his- 
tory uf modem British and 
Egyptian ait. incidents of 
healthy dialogue between artist 
and critic. 1 still remember the 

public debate engaged between 
Kenoefo T>'nan and Eugene Io- 
nesco in 1958 about the theatre 
of the absurd. It was a debate 
that went on for weeks en- 
pging such prople as Orson 
Welles and niiiip Toynbee. In 
Egypt there was the famous 
confrontation between Aqqad 
and Mazni on the one hand and 
Ahmed Shawld on the other. 

It was a debate that turned 
from personal criticism, of 
Shawki to a wide raiding dis- 
cussion of poetry in general. 

Here in Egypt the problem 
DOW is not serious, since very 
little space is devoted to crit- 
icism and very few serious 
critics exist. Bui if I may ven- 
ture an opinion I would say 
that criticism should not be re- 
garded as the last word about a 
certain work of ail. but as foe 
opening of public debate. Crit- 
ics should concentrate on the 
woiic itself without indulging 
in personal abuse. 

As Robert Brustein puts it in 
Who Needs Theatre? a critic 
should be more ihim a police- 
man on foe lookout for a mis- 
demeanour. He should extend 
the artists' activities into a 
realm of meaningful discouise. 

Mursi Saad El-Din 
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makeover 




Beit Ei-Sehemi, 
one of Egypt’s 
most charming 
medieval homes, 
is being 

transformed into a 
museum. Nevine 
El-Aref surveys the 
construction 
scheme 




After succumbiog to oaturai decay aad sufTering 
ear^quake damage in October 1992, it was high 
time to restore Beit EUSehemi, the medieval home 
named after its third owner Sheikh Mohamed Ah> 
med El-Sehemi, a femous merchant of the 18tb cen- 
tury. 

Restoration began two yeais back when the Arab 
Fund for Economic and Social Development 
(AFESD) granted 1,900 million Kuwaiti dinars 
(over LEIO million) to die Siqjreme Council of An- 
tiquities (SCA). This is tbe first time the AFESO 
earmarked funds Ibr restoration and it is tbe be- 
ginning — it is hoped — for continued collabora- 
tion with the SCA. 

soon as the accord was signed, an in-depth 
study of the building's histOTy, location, archi- 
tectural style and interior decor was earned out, a 
video documentary was produced and 1:10 scale 
models were made for every room. Studies on tbe 
foundation substructure, the infrastructure of tbe 
surrounding area and an underground water table 
ate DOW- on the agenda, sard As^ Nadtm, director- 
general of the El-Sebemi restoration and doc- 
umentation project. 

As it stands, the house has a massive outer door 


How to get there 


Buses 


Siaiion. TeL 147 or 575-3555. 


Super Jet East Delu and H'isr 
buses operate (Ann^tuu/ 

Egept. 


Super Jet 

S\mer./ei stations arv heated in 
3iauca (Hellupolist. Tahrir. Cta. 
Ramsa and Cairo .4upon. 
Buses travel to Alexandria. Port 
Said. Hur^toda and Sinai. Trf. 
773-663. 


‘'Freuch'* deluxe niits mth sleepen 
Senlees in Luxor and Aswan 
7.40pm and 9pn) (reaching Luxor 
6.40 am and Sam, Aswan 8.40am 
and lOamV TidtOs to Luxor LE294 
for fbtrignen nod LEI29 ibr 
Egyptons, to Aswan LE300 for 
foreigners; LEI41 for Egyptians. 


followed by a smaller doorway desired, to pre- 
serve both the security and privacy of the house- 
hold. Various ' hails, vividly ofl^ by well-kept 
plants, lead off of the rectan^ar courtyard. 

Tbe salamlik (men's quarters) of tbe house has 
two main reception balls. Tbe larger, known as 
ga’ai Al-Qur'an (Qur'anic hall) was specific^y 
earmariced for religious ceremonies and gatherings 
with distinguished visitors. The smaller and more 
mtimate ball was reserved for gatherings with 
friends and relatives. 

The haramlik (women’s quarters) has a laige num- 
ber of rooms lin^ with corridors and a lavi^ly dec- 
oral^ stairway with oriental objects of great beauty. 
One of the most interesting rooms is devoted to Turk- 
ish pottery, its walls are decorated with magmficent 
blue and white ceramic tiles. Other di^lays include 
Averse otgects, frmiture and fittings that were tradi- 
tional in si^evai Cairo. 

Actual res tor ati on started in Match 1996 in the 
Qur'anic halL One of the house's most unique fea- 
tures — the shsJtAske^a woodwork ceiling — bas 
been remov^ so tiiat its damaged and deteriorated 
parts can be replaced. 

Tbe house is scheduled to reopen in 1997. The 
ground floor will be set aside for lec- 
ture halls and a peimanent computer 
'A centre where tbe house's history will 

w be documented. Visitors will be able 

to tour die first floor, furnished with 
new Ottoman-style llmiture. All odi- 
555. er floots will be restricted to re- 

searchers and students. 

tfa steepen Beit El-Sehemi is located in the Mu- 

wan ski area on a small street called Darb 

; Luxor Al-Asftir, dx)ut half-way between the 
mosques of Barquq and Al-Hakim. 



Covering tracks 


From Egypt's takeover of Sinai to the 
Pharaoh's Rally, IMblianied Nessbn, 14 

f 


former head of the Egyptian Tourist 
Authority (ET A) and head of the ' 
Association of Investors for South Sinai, 
tells of how tourism history was made 


Work in pn^ress at Beit Ei-Sehemi 


Sm-ms aloRKi evoy halfbour from 
S.3Qam 10 lOpm. fhm Tahrir. then 
Qia. Alnua and the aitpon, ndas 
LEW until 9pm; LE2! tinafter. 
(hm the aiiport LE24 anal Spau 
LE30 ihereaftor. 

A VIP bus »hh phone access leaves 
Alnusiai T.ISom. Tidicea (iocn 
Almau LE28: Inmi the airport LE33 
eachMsy. 


“^Kurish'' deluxe trams without 
slocpcra 

StavKvr to Luxor and Aswan a 
6.45pm, S.4Spm and9.4Spm. Tuibets 
to Luxor (nstdoss LESI; second 
class LE31. Hotecr to Aswan: Riai 
class LE63: second class LE37. 


Outward bound 


An Egyptian road show is touring down under, reports Rehab Saad 


Semeet every half hour fhnn 6am to 
8am: then Para. lOam. 3pm. and 
4.3l^iin. from Almaa. then Romsis 
Stiem TMets LEIS each way, 


*Toibini" trains 

VIP train; Sendne Sam. TJdcett Rrst 
class LOS with a meal: LE22 
without > meal 

Scandaid Dains: Seniro 9am, I lam 
noon. Spin and 7pm. Tkias finR 
class LE22; scc<md class LEI?, 


Seniee 6.*l5am from Riunich 
Square in Alexandria. Departs Port 
Sm 3J0pm. Tkkeo LE22 oKfa 
wav. 


‘Tmcb" trains 
Senmi hourly from 6am u> 
l0.30piiL 7iek^ fim class L£20; 
second class LEI2. 


Services 6.203m and 8.4Sam Tickets 
fbsi class LE45: second class LE26. 


Cairo-Hurghnda 

Seryices Sam ami 2pm, Irom Tahnr. 
dien Gia and .Abnua. Oemiixi 
Hurghada noon and Spm. Tiebu 
LE^ until 5pm, LE4S tfaensfler, 
both each way. 


EgyptMr 


StTviee 8pm from Romleh Square, 
Alexandria. Departs Hurghada 
2,30pm. Tickets LE60 each way. 


Tkm are bett v een nea and five 
domesa'cfli^ts daily. CAem 
EgyptAir: Adfy 390-0999; Opera 
390-2444, ■ er Hilton 759-9im. 
Cairo. Aswan 

Tidsas LE300 fbr Egyptians, LE99I 
for ibrei^iers. both raund-trip. 


Service I ipsn, from Tahrir, then 
Abnam. Depw Sharm El-Shdkh 
1 ]pm. Tiekets LE50 cadi way. 


Cairffal 

Vekets LE230 ibr ^j^itiaiis. LE780 
for foreigons, both round-trip. 


A 0 official road show is louring 
Sydney. Melbourne and New 
Zealand this week to inspire 
ifrose doym under to head for 
tbe land of the pharaohs. Or^- 
ised by tbe Ministry of Tourism 
in cooperation mtfa the Egyp- 
tian Tourist Anthority and 
EgyptAir, the road show be^ns 
on Ae heels of the inaugimtioD 
of EgyptAir's new service to 
Sydney earlier this year. 

Dr Kent Weelu. tbe ar- 
chaeologist who discovered the 
tomb of tbe sons of Ramses JJ, 
is one of the road show's main 
attractions. Weeks will lecture 
about his valuable discovery be- 
fore tbe Australian parliameDt, 
the Australian Museum Society 
and at the state library in Mel- 


bourne. Two Australian tele- 
vision programmes will also 
feature the archaeologist. 

"To give Australians a taste of 
Egyptian folklore, we sent tbe 
musical troupe Hassait Our ob- 
jective is to mix tourism widi 
culture and entertainment," said 
Elhamy El-Zayyat, bead of 
Emeco Tours. 

El-Zayyat added that there 
will be Egyptian-tbemed nights 
and receptions for Australians in 
tourism and media to meet their 
Egyptian counterparts. 

A questionnaire aimed at gath- 
ering more information about 
Australian tourist needs and ide- 
as about Egypt will be distrib- 
uted during the trip. 

Tourism officials say that 


tourism from the region is still 
limited. In 199S, which was 
considered one of the most 
prosperous tourist seasons in 
Egypt, die number of Australian . 
tourists did not exceed 31,128 
and from January to June of 
this year, only 17,551 came to 
Egypt 

"It was impossible to promote 
any tourist movement between 
tbe two countries without hav- 
ing accessibility. The new 
flights will boost the market 
and encourage tourists to make 
the journey," said Minister of 
Tourism Dr Mamdouh El- 
Beitagui. 

EgyptAir's flights to and from 
Sydn^ take seven-and-a-half 
hours — tile fastest route pos- 


sible — with only one stopover 
in Singapore, explained Fohim 
Rayyaiu board chairman of 
EwptAir. 

The road show, which cost 
US$70,000, is part of the Min- 
istry of Tourism's efforts to 
boost marketing. "The tourism 
crisis in 1993 prompted us to 
adopt a new strategy for mar- 
keting Egypt and <£cw our at- 
tention to the negative results of 
restricting ourselves to certain 
markets. We also decided that 
we should not only depend on 
the intemational media to pro- 
mote E^t; the road shows 
which mix business, culture and 
entertainment are the best pro- 
motion for Egypt,’' said E1- 
Beltagui. 


Today, tourism is a prime coDcera of friegoven^ ' 
ment, both as an economic and politicai wer^xni. ’ 

This is ^ first time in die history of mariceting ' * 
E^pt that S42m bas been allocated to tourism. Tba ', 
has us to attract many interiiational confo- ■ 

ences — a direct result of die contracts between the " 
Ministry of Tourism and different markets. 

The picture has not always been as positive. Backin' 
the 1980s when I was the head of die ETA, tburisni - - 
was not a oundier one issue and die budget was ex- ' 
tremely modest We held some "tourist wedcs" and - T 
paiticipt^ in internadcxial cmiftrences abroad, ben 
we maintained Egypt’s image radiCT than pRxnoted ft.' 

In die past, people were not encouraged to invest in ' 
tourist projects, especially in renafte areas. Now. tte • 
situation is completely different, the Minisiiy ofTour- ' 
ism is flooded applications and diey are in a po^ 
ti<wi to be selective. In Sinai, fry example, tfacenthe ' ' 
coastal expanse along tiie Gulf of Aquia, fitnn Taba 
to Nuweit^ las been allocated for rtevelmmaiL. . 

Just as there used to be many problems friciiig ib-, V> 
vestois, such as tbe lack of propCT laws and Iqjslatioa? 
to &cilitatedevelopment andutilitiessuGbas water .;j . 
and electricity, tbe SutRcmeCouncOofTourism ‘ > ^ 
(SCT) is now todlftating matters for investors. They \ n: 
are giving them lax exenytions and lioenees.ftg at- /' 

couragement Hie initiative from the nivate sector hA . 
enabled die raablishment of die first fre^ water pip^. ! 
line in Sharm H-Sheikh, with a cayachy of 6,000 cu^; 
bic metres. This has entoled the faiinchtogofno fewtt. 
than 17 new tourist projects. t-;.' 

Tbe govermnent has now opened the door for in- 2;- ■ 
vestois to build airports, roads and uliUties>ri^>iril£,_ 
fur^r encourage development One of the other' 
problems of the past was the lack of electriO jiowetl 
Hydro-electric power lines have been establ^ed«sj.'i.« 
forasNakhl, in central nortiiem Sinai, and will sooo-'^ 
extend as far as Tabs, and subsequentiy smitbwan^''.' ; 
along fbe coast as frn as Sharm Q-Sb^di, around & ' ' 
tip m Sinai to £1-Tur, on the Gulf of Suez. This isex^' 
pected to be operational before 1997 and ft means ' 
more development in soutfaem Sinai. 

1 believe that die next phase will see tbe am be- 
coming a ox>re feshion^le, more sou^-after, tourist, 
destination. Also, we shoi^ not overtook the rest of 
the Red Sea. There is enormous potential akn% die 
Egyptian shore from Hurghada to Sa^a and south- 
ward to Maesa Alam, Quseir and Halayeb. This can 
open iq) for investors. 

The Sinai Conqiany for Hotds and Dhring Centres 
was one of the fiik companies that took over after die 
Israeli withdrawal fipom Sinai. At first, there were only 
modest establishments and we took dim over in an 
atmosphere of adverse media coverage. Israel had cir- 
culated inoebutes at intomational oo nfer a i ces encour- 
aging people to conw and visit Sinai quiddy, brfoie it 
was taken over by Egypt^. We had to meet this V 

challenge and offoibm more. 

Since Israel knew that diey were going to hand over 
the establishments in Sinai, they curled out no inaiii- 
tenance. So when we to(A over, tiie focilities — fiim 
air-condtioniiigtokitriiens — wereinpoorcoodi- 
rion. We made a concerted eSbrt to overcome die^ 
problems as quickly as possible in order to cixitiDUB 
encouraging tourists. 

Slowly, we started to renovate existiiig estabtisb- 
ments, and only after two years did the conqiany start 
to regain profits, inqirove acoommodatimis md attract 
niorc tourists, wMdh allowed for further investments, 
esppfrially in Sharm F1. 5th«lch, Dahftb and Ninweiba. . 

Tourists viritiiigSiniu to the earty 1980s lately in- 
cluded Israelis, srane Europeans and a Egyptians. 

Now, the numberof tourists has increased along witii 
the growing number of hotels and tourist villages. We 
Qow have large numbers of Italiai^ Spaniards, Ger- 
mans, Swiss and some Israeli tourists. 

\Aflien i was the head of the ETA, I started to pro- 
mote the New Valley. In 1986, 1 diose the oases as 
part of tiie Riafaoh’s Rally route, held annually in the 
Egyptian desert This area was weU pubUcized since 
rally paitidpants are alwi^ acconqanied by foreii^ 

TV stations, magazines and sports writers. Tbe oases 
themselves have many attractions: Pharaonic sites, 

Roman storage areas whidi used to contain wheat 
amdwiiteandhotwatospriiigs- 
A project that can be desciib«l as revolutionary is 
the establishment of the railway line, not parallel with 
the Nile as is custormiiy in Egypt, but from the oases 
to the Red Sea. It will operate in October and will 
make the Western Desert accessible. Anotiier im- 
portant fRoJect involves extending the Nile waters to 
the oases. This will encoun^ youth to go thm and 
invest in tourist projects or in agriculture. 

Based on an interview wite R e fc a d Saad 


Eaat Ddca Bos Comply 

Buses trard to North Sinai, South 
Smai. Sues and Isnuilia. Buses to 
Ismaiha and Sues depan from 
Quiali inear Bamsis S^uarvl, 

.llmasa and Tagpid Square inear 
HeHt^rafist. Buses ta S'arth and 
South Shot depan Jrom the Sinai 
bus station at Abbassiva Square. Td. 
4>S2^A^53. 


Cairo-Huraharia 
LE780 for faei^Kn, both 
round-trip. 


Ticfceb LE246 for Egyptians. LE82 1 
fbr foreigOLTS. both round-trip. 


Sunny summer deals 


Don’t just 
dream it u|> 


Budgeting your travels doesn’t have to 
be such a headache, especially if you're 
under 26 or still a student. You can pick 
up one of two ID cards that make it all 
possible, writes Sherine Nasr 


EB¥PTf!m 



Hotels 


StriTctw ex'ny 45 tninuics from 
6 JOam to 6pin, troni Quiali, ibcn 
Alnuza and Tamid Square. Tiekets 
deluxe bus LE^7S: air-condition^ 
bus LE5.25. one way. 


Here's a look at Ae special rates most 
hotels, especially resorts, are offmng 
lo Eg^ptiaiit and foreign residents. 


Hurehada 


Sinicct evety half an hour from 
6am ID *’pm, Iram Quiali, ihm 
Almaa and Taanid ^uare. fiekea 
deluxe bus LEST75: aJr-conditioned 
bus LES. one way. 


Hdnon Regina Huigbada. LEIJOper 
person in a Jouble room induJing 
bredifitst. dinner buffets and taxes. 
\’abd until the end of die sunutmr 
season. 


Servint every hour from 7.30am to 
4pnL tram Qubli, then Almaa and 
Tagnid Square. Ticicis deluxe but 
L^Lair-cxmditianedbici LEI3.one 
wjv. 


Sharni El-Sheikh MomofL LEJJflJiv 
a singh or double room Induding 
bi^n hnuAfiur. sa^iee charge and 
taxes. Valid wail 3IJuk. 


Services e\eiy 45 rain, from 7om to 
b.30pm from Abbassiya. then 
Ahnao. Tidcts morning LE27: 
cx'cning LE-10, one way. 


Service Sam. from Abbusnya. then 
Abnasi. Tickeis deluxe bus LE31. 


Shana EJ-Sheikh MOvenpick Hotel. 
LE20n hr a single and UsSOhra 
dmOderaamlntheffanibvike 
SHimmingpool. The boief i^ers 
prices of LElWfbrasm^e and 
l£200(orodod>kraomhtlKbaek, 
oriponsarva. Prices ineiude h^et 
bnsddui, sennee charge and taxes, 
t ‘aiid untd ike cmi efJiily. 


Wot Delta Bus 

Statknu at Tahnr and .Hmaia. Td. 

2-t3-IH4ti. 


Travel agencies 


Services 9ain. nuoiL 3pnt lO.JOpm. 
1045pm and 11pm. TintecrLEfo 
one wav. 


Trmelageiciesweiffkringiannuii 
packages heA inside and oucade 
Egypt this summer. 


Cjii»-..Rjfana 

Si'n-hii 0am and 3pm. Tickeei LE35 
one way 


Sen-ice 10pm. Tickets LE38 one 

wav. 


Flamingo Toum: A trip to She is 
LE2,A5U,fyrSdiys. ,'dce and London 
is LES.dtQfiir If days. Spain aad 
Pona^is LE4.25dfor il days. 
AdKnsanJRbedcsIs LE3.2Whr in 
dais. Paris mtd London is LE-i.950 
fiir 15 days. Home, Florence, Venice 
ir LE4, ^50 fo' 1'^ dais and Sng>qiare, 
raho, //ofre Kang. Bangkok is 


Cainv-Luxor 

SicrtiLi-Oam TMerr LE35 one way. 


SS.fSfhrlOdays Priecs/hra 
special cruise around the 


special cruise around the 
.Uedaerranean In deliac boats sun 
from Sl.SdCfhrSdois 


Serrhe 5pm. Tickcti LE50 one way. 

Trains 


Kartiak Touts ts organising tnps in 
Marsa idatrouh liar 4 davs in fanv 


rniidf run h> .tiexandna. Pan Said. 
Luxor and. Aswan. Bom Ansvtr 


.TWr hinds on a half boaid Jwir at 
prices ttanuiejnm LE295. The 
company is also offering trips to 
htonbtdfor 8 dais at rrms suning 
from LEI.4SQ 


Egyptians and non-Egyptians alike can now 
make use of reductions in travel-related ser- 
vices in Egym and abroad. Peiks are granted 
to holders of the student card issued by tbe 
Internanaoal Student Identity Card (ISlC) 
Association or the "Go 25" card issued by 
the Federation of International Youth Travel 
Oiganisations (FlYTO). Both oiganisations 
are endorsed and supported by UNESCO. 

"Altfaou^ the ISlC was first established 
in 1945, its services have not yet bee- 
nexploited by roost students in Egypt." said 
Hazem Nash ‘at, a volunteer in the organ- 
isation's Egypt branch. 

Altbou^ it is endorsed as a "student 
card", jMst-graduate students can make use 
of ft if they are enrolled in a fiill-time lan- 
guage or science course. The card grants 
them a 50 per cent discount on entrance tees 
to museums and aichaeol^cal sites, and on 
transportation by rail and air. “We are 
trying to expand the scope of services cov- 
ered by tbe card," said Nash’at * 

Egyptian stunts travelling abroad now 
have access to a wide array of services with 
remaikable offers. Among them are dis- 
counts on Bccomiiiodations. transpoitation, 
theatres, shops, sports facilities and parks 
worldwide, ’^ome of the services are even 
offered free of charge, such as entrance to 
some museums in the United States," said 
Nash'aL 

Full details on the countries, hotel chains, 
restaurants and other services, with 
numl^ and reduction listings, are avail- 
able in a comprehensive guidebook known 
as tbe ISlC Issuing Office ManuaL “^me 
hotels and restaurants in tbe United States, 
for example, offer as much as a 35 per cent 
reduction." said Nash'at adding that the of- 
fice provides student traveliefs with fid] in- 
formation about their destination. 

Foreign students in Egypt also benefit 
ftoin the ISIC. Access to tiie Nefertari 
Tomb, for example, can cost LE50 instead 
of LEIOO. Most intemationa] airlines, in- 
cluding Egy-ptAir, provide LEIOO to LE400 
discounts, depending on the distance. "The 
discount is also offered by agents of these 
airlines abroad." said Nash'at 


Peter Whateley, a 33-year-old British ec- 
onomics student on a two-week visit to 
Egypt, said tiiat it would have been very dif- 
ficult to do without the card. "1 have a limit- 
ed budget of £200. Without the card. 1 
would have never been able to visit the ar- 
chaeologies sites in Luxor. I also obtained 
a LEIO discount on my retunt train ticket lo 
Cairo." be said. 

The student card has otiier purposes as 
well. It works as an acknowledge identity 
csri fbr its holder. "When I was in Canadn. 
my passport was held by the travel agency 
for some reason and I used my student caid 
as an ID," said Nash’at. 

Access to tbe "help line" is another ad- 
vantage. A free of cftaige emergency inters 
national line, it helps tite owner of Qie card 
contact any place in tbe world. "The help 
line is vi^ if someone gets tost, needs 
emergency m^cal treatment or rnakes a 
sudden change in travel plans." said Mo- 
hammed El-Essawi, anotbo' ISIC volunteer. 
It alw providra advice in seven different 
languages. 

The “Go 25" card issued by FATO offers 
discounts on activities and services fbr 
tiiose under 26 years of age, whether they 
are traveling or not "Knowing that young 
people tove limited funds, the FlYTO is- 
sued tbe card to enable them to get consid- 
erable discounts fbr a large variety of 
things." El-Essawi. Over two hundred 
million cards are issued yearly in almost fif- 
ty countries worldwide. 

Established in 1975. it only recently sinn- 
ed to gain publicity in Egypt. “Before then. 
Egypt was not even mentioned in the Travel 
Handbook, the main guide for boldere of 
this cor^" said El-Essawi. Tbe Travel 
Handbook includes the countries, the ci^ 
rency usi^ places tiiat issue tbe ca^. dis- 
counted services and how to reach different 
sites. 

Tbe FlYTO volunteers in Egypt plan to 
make use of the *^o 25" to promote do- 
mestic tourism," said El Essawi. “Before 
1994. discounts were unknown in Egypt. 
Now they are on tbe rise." He hopes that as 
many young Egyptians os possible become 


aware of the advantages of tbe card "to fa- 
cilitate their travels and increase tiieir pur- 
chasing power." 

The c^ also gives a boost to young trav- 
ellers who come to E^L "Young travel- 
lets usually travel limited budgets. 
Their chances to access archaeological sites 
and museums would have been minimal 
without the card. Now. they can combine 
two places for the same amount of money," 
said El-Essawi. 

Up until two years ago, Egypt had to com- 
pete with Eastern Mediterranean countries 
where the card was well established. But 
now, with the increasing number of services 
being offered. Egypt is holding its own 
ground. “Tunisia, Turkey and Inoef were 
the main competitors.'' said EI-Essawi. 

The "Go 25" ensures a 50 per cent dis- 
count at archaeological sites and the Pha- 
raonic Village. Five-star hotels, intcr- 
narionol restaurants, Nile cruises and places 
of entertainment are offering 15 to 25 per 
cent discounts, as are some jewelleiy, leath- 
er and clothing shops, bowling and billiard 
centres, romputer and language classes and 
pharmacies in the main governotaies, and in 
Huigtuida and in Sharm El-Sheikh. 

“We make regular tours in the govem- 
orates to find out what shops are willing to 
give discounts to the card holders," said El- 
Essawi. “And they arc immediately an- 
nounced in the Travel Handbook." *1)16 
ISIC and FlYTO bureau in Cairo extends 
further services to the card holders, free of 
charge. “Volunteers offer five guided tours 
to tourists." said El-Essawi. 

Monthly meetings ore held among the 
card holders where first-hand information is 
exchanged on the different countries, facil- 
ities arid advice on where lo stay and what 
to do. 

“The bureau also provides young people 
with the most up-to-date reduction scheme 
in Egypt and abroad. It also off'ers budget 
advice to tnivcllcrs once th^ have a travel 
plan," said El-Essawi. 

Both curds are issued at the ISIC and FlY- 
TO bureaus in Cairo. 103 El-Minyal Street. 
For further information contact 363-8815. 


Telephone numbers of 
EGYPT AIR offices in 
governorates: 


■AboSmbdSdesCMfice; 
Alexandria Offices Rainl: 
Oeem: 

Airport ORkc 
Am Office: 

Alport Office: 


32«36d2«735 

4833357-4821771 

586S461-586434 

42I846442Z78IM2l2837-42n9» 

3I50WI/2I3/4 


Hnr^bada Office: 
Alport Office: 
IsmrilaOflke: 

Lnxor Office: 

Airport Office; 

Loxor Office Kanok: 


323I5]^!-3Z4NU29487 

363978^63733 

44359114 

4«88344H97 

328S3T-22U58.22I9S1/U2S936 

2smnm 


9m 

2333I243S23-233S22 


New Vafley Office: 

Port Said Office: 

Port Office Kaniak: 

SbannS Sheikh Office: 


mTs-zmimim 

Tumwm 

88831440409 


Taba Office 
Direct: 

Tanta Office 
Zakarik Office: 


86»53eeiM3ea!i 

5783628 

311^1780 

349829^34983in 
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Faizy world champion 


Ahmed Faizy won the World Individual Junior Squash Cham- 
pionships on home ground at the Cairo Stadium with one of 
his most spectacular performances, writes Eman Abdei-Moeti 


Squash junior Ahmed Faizy fulfdled the 
hopes of his and the expectatioos of 
the tournament organisers who had seeded 
him number one, when he secured the in- 
dividual junior world championship, title 
last Friday. ... 

Fai^' Australia's Stewart Boswell, 
the number three seed, by three pmes to 
one (9-6. 3-9. 9-7, 9-6^. in a breathtaking 
match at Cairo Stadium, cheered on by 
1 .500 spectators in seating designed for no 
more than 1.000. 

.At the Sion of the maidi Boswell 
seemed nervous and dropped the first 
same, but hearing encourag^nent from the 
non-Egyptian fans around the court, his 
performance pick^ up in the second. Bos- 
well. who was hoping for revimge on 
Faizy for beating him in the British Junior. 
Open in January*, had clorly studied 
Fai^-'s long, low strides and shots welL 
He managed to use a side-wall sbex fol- 
lowed by a straight one deep into the back 
of the court to catch Fai^ out a couple of 


times. This trick did not a]vviiy.s work, 
however, as. Faii^ recovered quickly and 
took more ccmtrol of the court. 6> liow it 
was evidenr tiiar both players were as good 
as each other; both foui^ for every .shot 
and both were detenmited to keep the 
serve for tbemselv*es for as long as \ivry 
possibly could. In this game, however, 
Bowell pulled away frm his rival to take 
the game 9-3. 

With tbe score tied at l-l. Boswell and 
Fai» went into their third game, which 
turn^ out lo be an incredtble 30-minuic 
clash of wills and skills. Tlie players tied 
in points three times: 2-2, then 5-5, then a 
critical 6-6. Whenever one scored a poinL 
the other fou^ harder to score the next. 
This tit fix' tat scotelioe .coaliiuied untU 
' Faizy managed, to edge ahead of Boswell, 
winning tbe game 9-7. 

. By & fourth game tension was running 
high around the court as Egyptian fans be- 
gan to scent victoiy. but'^imew ihar the 
game was not yet won . Feeling tbe title 
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Ali opens 
Games 
and hearts 

The Centennial Olympic Games 
was accorded a multi-million dol- 
lar welcoming ceremony on Frl- 
' day. But the show will be re- 
Atianfal996 membered for the indomitable 
^ -spirit of just orie man 


Presidents, including the US's Bill Clinton who declared the 
Games open, along 'with prime ministers, royals and dignitaries 
tiom ail walks oHife witnessed the opening ceremoi^ of die 26tb 
Olympiad the biggest sporting event ever to be staged <» the 
pl^t. 

A record KkOOO athletes from. 197 countries, 27 countries 
more than were present at tiie 1992 Games in Barcelona, took 
part in tbe ceremony, which was seen by S3.000 people in die 
Olympic Stadium millions more watching on television. 
The notions foey iep r«eoted ranged from the tiny Pacific 
island of Nauru to the mi^t of the siqierpower host nation. 

Among die new teams taking part were the Palestinians — 
th^ black, white, red and g r ee n flag held aloft by a member of 
^ tbe team providing a powerful symbol of the aspirations of a 
people. 

And, in what was surely intended as a message to tbe world, 
Iran's flag was carried by a woman, tbe first Iranian woman 
athlete to take part in the Games since die 1979 Islamic 
Revolution. In the Barcelona Games in 1992, Iran bad caused 
controversy by refusing to allow die country's nmie placard to 
be carried by a woman from the Spanish organising team. Hiis 
year's flag bearer is conqieting in the shooting events. 

In bis opening ceremony speech, Juan Antonio Samaranch, 
the Imeraational' Olympic Committee (10O president called 
on tbe world to declare an 'XJtympic truce" during the Games 
and pledged' IOC funds for the reconstruction of spexts 
facilities m Bbmia. urge ail parries involved in aimed 
conflict to observe the Olympic truce and to lay down tbeii 
aims so that dialogue may be restored as a prelude to peace," 
he said. '' 

Eaiiier, in a blaze of li^it colour and music, tbe 26di Games 
witnessed a showy spectacular of eatertaiiuneat in which 5,500 
people performed Gladys Knight (minus tbe Pips) sang 
"Georgia on my Mind", opera di^ Jessye Norman performed 
and tte wor& of Atlanta's most distinguished son, Martin 
Luther King, rang out across tbe stadium. Tbe show was said 
to have cost 35 nuJlion dollars. 

But, for all the dollars and glamour and glitz, the ceremony 
belong to just one man. When boid^ legend and 1960 
Olyn^ic gold medaUst Muhammad Aii, his body trembling and 
debilitated fro m Parkinson's Disease — incapacitated but not 
subdued — took the Olympic torch for tiie final walk towards 
where tbe flam e would be lit, whose heart did not miss a beat out 
of awe and respect forihis great athlete, fighter and man? 

A week of 

disappointment 

Things are looking grim for Egyptian athletes in 
Atlanta, with attendant dismay for officials, fans 
arid journalists, reports Essam 
Abdel-Moneim from Atlanta 

We were not really expecting instant glory and gold me^ls. But 
after two .^'ears of serious preparations and millions of pounds 
spent on training the 29 selected athlete^ we were expecting 
someifiuig. And so far, nothing bos been delivered. ... 

Here m Atlanta, we bad faigb hopes fix Egypt's favourite dau^ 
ter. I S-year-old swimmer Rania Elwany. Tbe whole delegatimi 
went alcHig to the Georgia Tech Aquatic Center to supporttite Af- 
rican and Arab champion in both tire 100 and 200 metres races. 

!BuI despite the claims of ^xxts officials in Ouro ttot Elwany 
was a contender for a medal, the swiminer, who trains in the USA 
under tbe superviuon of an American coach while studying at tbe 
University of Alabama, not only foiled to qualify for the B class 
race — the playoffs for 9th to 16th place, but foiled to equal her 
own Egyptian records, ac came 19ib,in the 100 metres; in the 
2(ra metres, she was 24th out of 4S. Teammate Tamer Zehoum 
foiled in the 100 melres freestyle and came in last. Botii swim- 
m^ have still to compete in the 50 metres freestyle today and to- 
morrow. 

The second disqipointment of tbe first day was tbe elumnatiOD 
of judo champions Heba Rashid in tbe women's ovex 72kg, and 
Basil Et-Gharabau-i m the men's over 95kg category. All of Rash- 
idas 150 kilogrammes were noit enough to get Im l^bnd the 
quarterfinals, having won one match, she was defeated in two. £1- 
Gharabawi, meanwhile, was eliminated in tbe first round. 

Hie uTesllers and boxosi all eliminaipd firwn frie fust rounds, 
gicrt said on earlv goodbye to the Games. There are still some 
Egyptian adiletes* left to compete rn shooting and weight-Iffting, 

but officials are noiipptiniistic about their chances. - ' 

Egypt's remauiing hopes are the handball team, and rower Afi 
Ibrahim, who managed to reach the semifinals of the skiff event 

held yesterday. ^ ... 

The hanW hiiii lenm started con^ebtioD yesterday, playmg.its 
firer match against Algeria in group B, which also includes tea^ 
from Brazil, France. Gerroahy, and Spain. Morale on the team, 
which is ranked six* in foe world, is ruhning hi^ They know 
ftfey cany the weight of national h(^ and expectations on tl^ 
shbuldets, especially following the other athletes' ^ppo^g 
p^ormances. but they seem strong enough to bear tiieff burden, 

and remain cheerful and positive. 

Away from the E©fptian delegation's woes, ^ 0:^ tben^ 
selves are running into operational problems. Complaints have 
b«n flooding in — trom athletes, v-isitorsi joumaliM and of- 
fidals — over Transport problems wifrun the city, and uie coinput- 
er processing of results and Other dm In 
haire been chaos. A hassled Bob Brenan, press chief of the. Atlanta 
Commince for foe Olympic Games, told reporto, pei^ a 
little de^imtion in his voice, that “things should get better . 


slipping through his finscTs. ell's ten- 
sion made him determined bin not dis- 
iTiicicd; Iris shots becar::e :ir«.>ngtfr and 
seemed to reflect his irustratioi). one 
siuge foe players tied ai 5-5. hui ruizx's 
concontrathm drepeneJ and he managed to 
pm Boswell out of ilie match bv a score of 
9-ti. 

“Fai.»y's physical litness and experience 
helped him a' great ikal, bur Busud! is 
also a very good player." eoiunteiued jun- 
ior team coadi .Ahmeii S.ifwHt after the 
march. 

On court, rair, has ga:ru.'J a reputation 
as a quiet player, not given to outbursts 
Mgainsi umpires or opponents, with a iru- 
niriiv lacking in many senior player.s 
These are ull qualiiieH v it^d to produce pro- 
fessional performances I'lu: can be enjoyed 
by both opponents .*md sttectuiurs. Bos- 
well. too, shows .simiiaz qualities which 
may well enable him to take over the jun- 
ior erovv'D whofi Faizv moves to the sen- 




Meanwhile. Karim £1- 
Mistikawe, sireded five-cichi. had 
the surprise victory of the com- 
petiiioa whcf< be beat Malaysia's 
fourth seeded Ong Beng Hee 3-1. 
to take third place after Boswell. 

Hee was asoi^r strong contender, 
i\io> Itad some clever shots but 
also sanned to he rather out of 
brc*jfo and unfit. .After a 79.mmute 
niatcii. Mistikawe managed to put 
Hee out by the skin of his teeth; 
the itiud sciMvIine stood at 5-9. 9- 
5. 10-9. 10-9. 

Dcs{tite the dilTcfeDce in seed- r 
ings. coach Ahmed Safoat had e&- 

pecicd Mistikawe to win. par- ^ . . . . 

tknilariv after he beat Enuland's shot by Boswell pnow «>oa/-Waftai> ei-seoeia 

Lee BeatfoUI. s^ded two. 3-2 in 

foe quarierfinai<: before losing Ui Bosueli lerfinsi .v-0 by Bosw'eiJ. Shabana, 16. made .After a day on* on Samrday, Egyptian 
:n the semifinal. his intemauonal debut at the 1995 British players were again on court on Sunday for 

f:n*pt'H third team-member Amr Sho- Junior Open and .Ahmed Safwai predicts the' beginning of ihe team evem. Egypt is 

barn pm on a respect a ble performance, foa: be wii! take after .AJuned Faizy aixl be- hopeful of clinching the team trophy for 

de^fe b^og imucked out of the quar- comejunioruoridchampiuDoneday. foe second time. 
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Tom Dolan of (he US gold medallist of (he 40(hn individual medley (photos: AP. Ratters and AFP) 



Motaamed Afi, 1969 gold medallist, lights the flame 



Poland's Renata Maner shoots her air rifle to win the first 
gold in tbe Olympics 



France's Erie Poujade vaults during the men's com- 
pnlsory gymnastics competition 




Hamza Yeriikaya from Tnrkey lifts Germany's Thomas Australia’s Ruth Moriz performs on the balance beam of the women's 
Zander in the 89kg Greco-Roman Wrestling to win the gold team compulsory' gymnastics 


On the sidelines 


iOC warning 

THE INTER.N.ATIONAL Olympic Commince 
HOC) has warned the .Atlanu organisers to improve 
the transport and computer systems at tbe Centeruiial 
Games or risk humiliation. Emergency meetings of 
IOC officials, organisers and sponsors were held as 
transport and technological failures worsened, spi- 
ling angry* complaints from competitors, the niedia 
and the public. Journalists and compeiitors told hor- 
ror stories about trying to get to the sporting venues. 

Trapped! 

us DI^AM Team basketball players say the small 
hotel rooms and tight security in Atlanta are making 
them feel more like prisoners trapped in a beautiful 
prison than the honest Olympic attraction. 

Gold reward 

A FILIPINO senator. Ernesto Herrera, has proposed 
a law giving Itfe-timc allowances and other rewards 
Id any Filipino athlete who brings tbe nation its first 
Olympic gold medal. As well as a rnomhly al- 
lowance of 5000 pesos (S 192) for life and a collater- 
al-free loan of one million pesos (S38.500). the ath- 
lete would have priority in acquiring govemmeot 
land. 


Baywatch in Atlanta 

B/fm-fTr/f star David Hasselhoff cheered for US 
boxeis ii^ a front row scat at the Olympic boxing 
arena. After being introduced by a ring announcer 
between fights, Hasselhoff stood and acknowledged 
the crowd by taking ofThis cap and yelling 
-USA...USA'’. 

Hockey champs defeated 

REIGNING champions Germany and Spain wen 
both defeated in the opening games of foe Olympic 
hockey tounument last Saturday. Germany's men 
lost 0-1 against S^in and Spain's women crashed 0- 
4 to world champioos Australia. 

First gold mc»dal 

POLISH marfcswoman Renata Mauer won the fust 
gold medal of the Atlanta Olympics. Mauer over- 
came a seemingly insunnountable lead by Ger- 
many’s Petra Homeber to win tbe women’s I O-metre 
air rifle event on the final shoL She finifoed with 
497.6 points, two tenths of a point ahead of Homeber 
at foe Wolf Creek Shooting (Tomplex. Aleksandra Iv- 
osev of Yugoslavia look tbe bronze with 497.2. 

New world records 

BELGIAN Fredrick Deburgbgraeve and South Af- 
rican Penny He>*n5 have set new world records in tbe 
swimming events. Deburgbgraeve. who won Bel- 
gium's fast -ever Olympic swimming title with a 
lough victory in the men'sl 00m breaststroke final, 
broke tbe old record in the morning heats, swimirting 
in a record time of 1 *00:60 (one minute and 0.60 sec- 
onds). 

Peony Heyns ser a new world record of I min 
07.02sec in the women's l(X)m breaststroke heats. 
She went on to %v*in South Africa's first gold medal 
since 1952 in the final of the same evenL 
TUEUCEY'S tiny weight-lifting titan Halil Mutlu ec- 
lipised his own world snatch record on his way to 
winning the flyweight title. The minuscule lifter, 
only 1 .52 metres tall, smiled with bar still aloft as he 
improved the snatch record in the 54 kg class by 2.5 
kg to 162.5 kg on his way to a two-lift aggregate of 
287.5 kg. His performance came just six days after 
his 23rd birthday. 

First Irish gold 

MICHELLE Smith presented Ireland with its first 
Olympic swimming title, dethroning defending 
ch^pion Krisztina Egerszegi in an enthralling wom- 
en's 400m indiv idual medley final. Smith, added an- 
other gold when she won the 400 metres freestyle 


Help from above 

RUSSIAN soldier Olga Klochneva asked for divine 
inspiration to help her depose compatriot Marina 
Logvinenko and win foe women's 1 0 metre air pistol 
gold vi-ith an Olympic record score of490. 1 points. 

Diamond gold 

MICHAEL Diamond won Australia's first ever 
Olympic shooting gold medal in the men's trap event 
and said he hoped reaction to the Port Arthur mas- 
sacre would not mean the qxirt was e.xcludcd from 
foe 2000 Games in his native Sydney. 

Old gold 

JEANNIE Longo. the greatest women's cyclist of all 
time, crow ned her controversial career by finally 
winning an Olympic gold medal at the of 37. The 

Frencbw*omun won the women's road racing title in a 
time of 2 hours. 36 minutes 1 3 seconds. 

Dedications 

AMERICA'S Grcco-Roman wrestler, Dennis Hail, 
who won second place in the bantamweight event, 
dedicated his silver medal to combating the problem 
of drunk-driving. Hrs brother was kili^ in an ac- 
cident involving a drunk driver. Angel Martino, the 
swimmer who finished third in the 100-metres free- 
style, Turned her medal over lo Trisha Henry, a 20- 
y^-old cancer victim who works among foe vol- 
unteers at the Games. 

Russia on top 

RUSSIA has maintained tbe dominance previously 
held ^ foe Soviet Union in Olympic gymnastics, 
winning the men's team gold over China and fellow 
former Soviet Republics Ukraine and Belarus. 

eom/M from AP and 4FP 
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Kamal Ismail: 


Making 

monuments 

For sixty years he has worked behind the scenes. 
He built the Mugamma, the imposing symbol of 
Egyptian bureaucracy standing in the heart of Cairo. 
Now he has turned his mind to Mecca, and Medina 


He is in bis ofHce before ten. There is b'ttle on the 
premises to shou' that sixty years have passed since 
he first started work here, in 1936. 

Tlie ciassicai fiimiture, the walls and the old oak 
desk reveal none of the tell-tale signs of time. Ap- 
parently renovation is recent. For a man of 89. or 
even for a man 20 years younger, he is in- 
tellectually keen and physically i^'gbt He goes to 
the office es'ery morning, dei^^ the downtown 
traffic. Following an established routine is im- 
portant 

He receives an overseas call about a project be is 
currently working on. He is very careful ateut wfan 
he says. Serious, but never too ster^ with the sug- 
gestion of a smile in his eyes — their softness, per- 
haps. the one revelation of age. 

He is cuneotly supervising the Onal touches on 
the monumental project be was commissioned to 
plan and execute, as engineering consultant, 13 
years ago by the siuidi government: renovating 
extending the sanctuaries of the Pix^het’s Mosque 
in Medina and the Ka*ba and Mosque of Mecca. 
The project in the Prophet’s Mosque in Medina en- 
tailed extending the existing prayer area to 95,000 
covered square metres, and adding 250,000 square 
metres of prayer areas. Under this have been con- 
structed a paridng lot with room for 5,000 cars as 
well as sanitary fociliiies. 

In Mecca, foe area around foe Ka’ba was ex- 
tended by 19,000 square metres, comprising three 
storeys and open spaces, and an open yard about 
75.000 square metres in area was created. Under- 
ground parking spaces and tents have also been 
builL 

In foe Prophet’s sanctuary, Ismail, coqperating 
wifo a specialised German company, made in- 
novative use of computer-design*^ hydraulically 


controlled umbrellas and sliding domes to protect 
worshippers from foe sun and retain beat in the 
Mosque during winter. 

He considers this his most important project, his 
life work. But Ismail has left his imprint on land- 
mark worics over foe past six^ ye^, from the 
grai^ architectural sweeps of foe 1930s and ’40s to 
foe industrial complexes of foe ’60s. A meticulous 
adminisfrattff vfoo forives on teamwork, be U al- 
ways involv^ in foe minutiae of planning and ex- 
ecution. 

Kamal' Ismail was bom in Mit Ghamr, Daqahliya, 
in 1908. His fofoer, the loiufo or village he^ 
wanted him to study medicine; but Ismail was 
“smitten by architecture, even as a very little boy. 
I'd walk past a building and envy its architect, and 
imagine bow he must feel, seeing bis building go 
up, like a father watching hb son grow.” 

He entered the Architecture Department of the 
Royal School of Engjneering (Madraset Al- 
Handasa Al-Malatiya) , graduating in 1927. He 
travelled to France, arid studied at the Ecole Na- 
tionale Speciale des Beaux Aits, a school winch 
gave Ammca and Eurc^ its major architects. He 
obtained his doctorate in ardut^miraJ sciences in 
1934. 

He started his career at foe Maslabat Ai-M^xani 
AJ-Amiriya, the administration responsible for aU 
govemmeot buildings, considered Egypt's major 
architectural school in the 1930s and 1940s, and be- 
came its director in 1949. In 1953, only tin^ years 
after he bad been appointed director-general, the 
Maslaba was closed down — “the demise of one of 
Egypt’s great architectural schools. It undertook 
laiutoiaik works, like die Egyptian Univen^, Par- 
liament, foe Nfixed Courts (now (he High Court ) 
buildings and the teli^bone company. The master 


architects, like Ali Hassan and Mustafa Fahmi, ex- 
ecuted these works. There was a depamnent in eve- 
ry province responsible for repairs and renovation. 
If a window was broken, it would be repaired foe 
next day. The principle of maintenance is im- 
poi^U foere must always be a budget set aside for 
maintenance.” llie rigour with which he was 
trained seems a tiling of tiie past, however, and — 
undetstsndably pertteps — he is somewltet ancien 
regime in his disapproval of today’s standards of 
education. His reservations regarding the education 
of architects today are subtly expre^ed, strong 
nonetheless. 

In the mid-'40s Ismail was commissioned by Os- 
man Pasha Muhanam. then Minister of Works, to 
create Alexandria Universi^'s Faculty of Archi- 
tecture, the now fenious buil^g facing Kotsika by 
the sea. 

“Muhainun was a great architect and a man wifo 
vision and courage. He did not care if he was crit- 
icised. He qioke to me of a building in ancient 
style, to fit modem usage, and I felt tiiat Alexandria 
was the best place to qiply the idea, because h was 
an opCT city, recqitive to new ideas.” The building, 
wifo its grteodiose colunmsi, was m^iired by the 
lines of Fharaonic architectu^ 

The monumental lines familiar to Ismai l were 
used again io 1951, but adqited to the Mugamma 
complex which dominates Cairo's Tahrir Square. 

After 1953, the Maslaha now a thing of the past, 
Ismail had to adapt to new' circumstances. He was 
no longer building grandiose buildings, but he be- 
gan w^ as a consultant for works undo^en Ity 
tile M^ianet Mofaamed Ali (Mofaamed All Hos- 
pital) Welfrue Soci^ . 

He was commissimied by the goveminent to build 
large-scale industrial projects; chemical and mil- 


itary plants, as well as the famous Abu Qir industrial 
complex, which entailed overall industrial planning, 
with housing, a hospital and a railway station. 

He is, one feels, foe counteipart to the Hassan Fa- 
tiii of ArvhUecture for the Poor. Equally concerned 
wifo aesthetics and foe use of culturally baimonioiis 
lines, his taste runs more to the relatively massive 
qualities of foe Pharaonic and Greek temple than to 
domes, ardhes and stucco work. He eutertaii^ strong 
views — expressed as early as 1954 — on foe “prob- 
lems of abnormal population growth in Egypt”. 

lliere Ims been no dearth of recognition, yet he 
feels a mess:^ has remained unfulfilled. “I never 
missed an opportunity, during foe past fifty years, 
to try to design works in line with inherit^ styles 
— whether Pbaraonic or Arabic — yet io harmony 
wifo foe spirit of the times. The aim is to give char- 
acter to architecture. But people went on building 
blocks and putting openings in them for windows. 
In Cairo for instance, unlike many major cities, 
there is no collective architectural personality. It is 
as though every architect was referring to a differ- 
ent magazine.” 

About two years ago, Ismail sent a letter to Al- 
Ahram. One is reminfoxl, reading it, of his comment 
regarding foe architect's progeny: pride, and a 
touch of indignation others' feilure to recognise 
beauty. 

“Wooden kiosks had been built as an extension 
00 top of the Mugamma builcUug, and I commented 
on how this distorted what is a very important fe- 
cade for foe iTahrir) square. The building had been 
whitewashed, although it is made of artincial stone, 
and so it lost its features. They later removed the 
whitewash, but not foe t^y kjosks-" 

He does not stop at regrets, foouglt He almost 
skims over the past, more concerned with balancing 


out his activities and summoning bis energy for^ • ‘ ~ 

work at h,ind. " 

In the evenings, at home, it is important for him. 7:: ' 

to keep in touch, not to become intellectually iso- .'.i 
laied. "I watch television. The news is important it "■ • 

keeps one in contact wifo foe present.” .. ^ 

He reads “books not relai^ to architecture, as 
much as possible. It is important to change one’s . j. 
state of miod." , ' 

But bis work requires constant penisal of de- ty- ” . 
velopments io arehitecture. and sometimes science ;T . . . 
and the environment. ‘The first lesson we learned- ' - 
in architecture is that it is a mixture of science and - - 

art, not simply foe cosmetic aspect of a bmldh^- ' \ 

One must be like a surgeon, to know all the materi- ' 
als used over the past centuries, and bow to adapt .IT-, ■' 

them to circumstances, things we live with, hke ; “ ” 
earthquakes, traffic, the need for sanitation, air COH .... 

ditioning. proper acoustics..." • ■ 

He spends most of his afternoons at home, L . . * '• 

lung his social life to a weekly lunchemi and the-' 'j ... 
occasional Friday gathering at foe club. ^ 

He is probably unable, by now. to relinquish tiie ' 

discipline which has direct^ him practically allof ; 
his life, but he is aware of change — “let us not - 
say old age... but of advanced age, of rules not so - - 

strictly kept as when one was younger”. 

But he goes on. With bis work to Mecca and Me- -■ 
dma done, be has completed the most important 
project of bis life, in which aesthetics and sdeoce, StBVS 
ancient architecture and modem technology, were 
married. 

He says it is his last project, but he cannot coon- . 
tenaoce life without his work. He will, no doubt; I.*. ' .J 
soon embark on a new endeavour. , I',,".,!'.'."* 

Profile by Aziza Sami 1 - 
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by Madame Sosostris 


9 Goodbye and farewell to my good 
friend, the Weddy's No. 1 fen and he^ of 
die EC delegation in Egypt. Michael 
McGeveer. Press Attach^ of the Delega- 
tion of the European Union Manal i^Q 
held a ferewell cocktail party for him at 
die EC delegation’s office in Zamalek last 
week to give all his friends, including (be 
Weddy's editor-in-chief Hosny Gulndy. 
managing ecUtoT Hani Shuki^lab, my- 
self ^ colleague Ga- 
mal pntnimab, as 
well as Al-Ahram col- 
leagues Alaa Es and 
Maher El-Dahabi a 
chance to tell him just 
bow much we'll misB 
him and to wish him 
all tire best — as well 
as izidulge in good 
food and drink and so- 
cialise the afreinoon 
away, of course. 


4 When I heard that 
my good friend, head 
of the Women Writers 
Association, Latfa 
El-Zayyat, had re- 
cently been granted the 
State Merit Award, I 
knew diat diis was one 
<^)poftunity her friends 
were not going to let 
go by umiotic^ And 
sure enough, a few 
days ago, 1 received an 
invitation from foe 
members of the as- 
sociation, which the 
late Amina El-Said 
(Rice beaded, to a cel- 
duation tea at the Cai- 
ro Library in Zamalek. 
vsfoere 1 was joined by 
Latife’s colleagues and 
friends, writers and 
joumalists, including 
prominent columnist, 
autto, and library di- 
rector Kamel Zoheiri. 


.H-.ihkbarMounir Kana'an. and foe 
wonderful Sanaa' El-Biesi. editor-in- 
chief of the much acclaimed j\isj El- 
Dunya magazine. And srany. starry night 
that it was, it was only fitting that the 
guest list consisted of celestial bodies ga- 
lore. To mention them all would require 
an entire supplement, bur with one al- 
ready included in tin's week's issue, suf- 
fice it to say foot foe ballroom Uterally 






Clockwise: Mamma 
mia! You’ve tasted 
the food, now hear 
the music; 

Best area manager 
Mahmoud Metwalli; 
Guest of honour 
Latifa El-Zayyat; 
Farewell McGeever: 
(te*) Maher 
El-Dahabi, Alaa Ezz, 
Michad McGeever, 
Hosny Gulndy, Hani 
ShnkraUah; 

A wedding lit by the 
stars: (l-r) Abeer, 
Hisham, Adel Imam 
and the mofoer of the 
groom Sanna* 
EI-BeisI 
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V The One Thousand 
and Ctoe Nights bail- 
romn at die Nile Hilton last week saw one 
thousand and one stars lining up a very 
qrecinl wedding. At the centre of attention 
were the son and daughter of life-long 
friends of mine: Abeer, dau^ter of Huss- 
ein El-Sha*ir, assistant to the editor-in- 
diief of Ai-Afiram, and Gamatat Abdel- 
Fattata, appeals lawyer, and Hisham, sou 
of plastic artist and artistic consultant for 



sparkled with the presence of jourruili<,ts. 
media representatives, ministers, aufoors 
and artists — a veritable cocktail of 
Dames and faces. What a merry time we 
all had. Definitely made all the merrier, of 
course, with the fabulous performances 
by singere Mohamed Tharwat and Mos- 
tafa Amar, and everybody's favourite 
dancer. Fifi Abdou. With such a mar- 


vellous turnout, the party was such a suc- 
cess that the stars did what they did be^ 
and shone on until the early hours of foe 
morning. 

6 W'faenever I need to make an oveiseas 
phone call — and being a woman who has 
friends all over the worid, 1 often do — 
foere is only one place 1 ever think of 
making it from. I have always loved the 

efficiency and IHend- 

j liness of the staff at 
^|g|Bj||^ tiie Almaza tel^hone 
exchange, and so it' 
g • Sta came as no surprise 
£% ^ at all when I heard 

that vice-president of 
foe TetqjboM and 
... .-i*-- Telecommunications 

“ • .7 '^ V Organisation, Abdd- 

Futtah Abu Serie’, 

' ^ ' *V^ recently awarded 

I.. foe Almaza hrandi 

. for being having foe 

cleanest and nicest . 
looking building. The 
manager and em- 
ployees were all 
en cash awards, and 
■X - . ..ijm J my good friend, geo- 

•• eral manager of the 

.J- Almaza, Kobba and 

f' Sheraton districts, 

^ Mahmoud Metwa^ 

' r ^ . was given a special 

'V & award fbr being tbe 

best and most helpfiil 
...s ■ area manager. 


# I was dining in the 
Cairo Sheraton’s La 
Mamma fcsiaurant 
foe other day when 1 
heard music that 
sounded quite fe- 
miliar. Now the only 
ofoer time I bad 
heard music like that 
was when 1 was in 
Italy last year, and so 
fbr a while J was 
rather confused. Only 
for a while, of course, 
because afto asking 
around 1 discovetra. 
that the performing trio, conststing of a 
singer, violinist and guitarist, baa been 
flown over from Napoli by the hotel to 
give the restaurant's guests a real taste of 
Italy. Personally, I would have tboti^U the 
tood was supposed to do that, but the idea 
obv iously w'orked, and for foe rest of my 
meal it nrally did feel foot 1 was ba^ in 
Rome — i f only for a short sweet time. 
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